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All of us are ready to judge God by our own 
standards. If he does just what we should do, or 
just what we should like him to do, then we are sure 


that he does just right. But so soon as God’s deal- |: 


ings with us are contrary to our liking, or are beyond 
our comprehension, then the question will force itself 
upon our minds whether, after all, God is as truly 
right, or is every way as loving, as we had supposed 
him to be. Yes, that is the way in which we are 
tempted to call God himself to account. It may help 
us to recognize our sin and folly in so doing if we sim- 
ply face the fact of our course as a fact. 


Perhaps no Bishop of the Church of England is 
more widely known to Christians of every name in 
the United States, from his religious writings, than 
Bishop Ryle, of Liverpool. As the Rev. J. C. Ryle, 
he has long been a writer of practical expositions of 
Scripture, and of booklets and tracts breathing the most 
delightful Christian spirit, and evidencing the warmest 
love for the souls of men. These writings, together 
with his compilations of spiritual songs, have had an 
extended circulation in America, and have made his 
name dear in thousands of Christian homes. The 
words of Bishop Ryle to the readers of The Sunday 
School Times, on The Great Invitation, will therefore 
have a double interest to very many. 


Most persons form their judgment of duty by the 
conduct of others, rather than by the teachings of 
the Bible. There are few well-disposed persons who 
are willing to be known as doing what wellnigh all 





the better portion of their community think to be 
wrong. On the other hand, there are few persons 
who are unwilling to do what almost everybody about 
them thinks to be right. The average Christian con- 
science conforms to the average Christian practice—in 
its immediate vicinity. Common sentiment rules in 
morals, Wine-drinking, tobacco-using, theatre-going, 
card-playing, dancing, reading Sunday newspapers,— 
are these things right, or wrong? Well, that depends 
on the opinion of the “ best people in our community.” 
It is for them to decide questions of that sort. When 
they have decided what they will do, in any one of 
these matters, they have practically settled the ques- 
tion so far for the great majority of persons, who are 
satisfied if they do as well as the best people about 
them. But, as a rule, in any mooted question of 
morals, the majority is wrong, and the persons who 
are in the minority are right ; and just here is one of 
the real difficulties of right living in the world. 


Never before did so many points of Old Testament 
study have widespread popular interest as at the 
present time. Every lesson in the Old Testament 
course for 1887 presents anew questions which are in 
full and earnest discussion on every side. It is the 
purpose of The Sunday School Times to give in its 
pages, week by week, the best available aids to the 
correct understanding of these questions. In addi- 
tion to the long list of side-light articles already 
announced, the following are now named as secured 
for these pages : 


Unique Simplicity of the Bible Story of Creation. 
By President 8. C. Bartlett, D.D., LL.D.; of 
Dartmouth College. 


Traces of Abraham and his Times in the Early 
Oriental Records. 
By Professor Dr. Friedrich Delitzsch ; of the 
University of Leipzig. 


Modern Jewish Observances of the Passover. 
By the Rey. Dr. Henry Gersoni; of New York. 


Bethel-Pillars, Ancient and Modern. 


By Dr. Selah Merrill; United States Consul 
at Jerusalem. 


Ancient Egyptian Learning and Ancient Egyptian 
Religion at their Best. 
By Professor Dr. Eduard Meyer; of the Uni- 
versity of Breslau. 


Reverent and careful students of the Bible often 
differ widely as to the primary meaning of a Bible 
text. A good illustration of this is found in the vari- 
ous lesson-helps which appear this week in the pages 
of The Sunday School Times. The difference in inter- 
pretation shows itself in the comments on the declara- 
tion in Revelation 22 : 17, “ And the Spirit and the 
bride say, Come.” Bishop Ryle and Dr. Schauffler 
and Miss Pearce are confident that the invitation here 
made, by the Holy Spirit and by the Church, is to the 
sinner. On the other hand, Dr. Robinson is equally 
confident that here is recorded the glad response of 
the Holy Spirit (who represents Jesus Christ here on 
earth until he comes again) and of the Church (the 
waiting Bride) to the statement of Jesus, “I come 
quickly.” The editorial treatment of this text, in the 





Lesson Analysis and in the Blackboard [ints, corre- 
sponds with Dr. Robinson’s view; and Faith Latimer 
seems to be of a similar mind. President Dwight 


judicially presents the two views ; and, after showing 


that they tend to the enforcement of the same great 
practical truth, he leaves it to the jury of intelligent 
Bible students to decide for themselves: as to the 
primary application of the word in question. There 
is a certain gain in thus being brought face to face 
with the fact that Bible students do disagree, and will 
disagree, as to the teachings of the Bible at a point 
where the Bible teachings seem to be as plain as plain 
could be. 





THE PRACTICAL GAIN OF ORIENTAL 
' STUDIES. 


It is a remarkable fact that at the present time, 
when the popular clamor is strongest against the tra- 
ditional prominence of the study of Latin and Greek 
in the colleges, the popular interest in the study of the 
Hebrew, the Arabic, the Assyrian, the Ethiopic, and the 
Egyptian languages, is greater than ever before. While 
many are claiming that it is a waste of time for an 
American student to devote himself to the dead lan- 
guages of Greece and Rome, American students in 
unprecedented numbers are entering upon the study of 
languages which were in decay before the languages of 
Greece or Rome had atiained to the pre-eminence 
which, in turn, they occupied in the literature of the 
world. Even ifthe precise reason for this state of things 
be not evident, it is easy to see that there is a practical - 
gain to the cause of truth, and to the interests of 
Christianity, in this revival of study in the realm of 
early Oriental language and literature. 

The strongest claim in defense of the traditional 
place of Latin and Greek in the college curriculum 
is, that these languages open to the student the choicest 
literature of the world, with its rare treasures of his- 
tory and biography, and that they give him a famil- 
iarity with the basis of the leading modern languages 
—including his own. In this view of the case, no 
student can be well furnished for all other important 
study, and for a right view of the world’s life, with- 
out a knowledge of these dead languages. A claim 
of corresponding strength in behalf of the study of 
the earlier Oriental languages is, that they open to the 
student a field of literature and of history which 
enables him to see for himself the truer basis of the 
world’s life; and that they furnish him with a knowl- 
edge which is essential to a right understanding of 
themes of current discussion, which involve in their 
issue all that is dearest and most valuable for the life 
that is, and for the life that isto be. In fact, the fic!d 
of Oriental scholarship is to-day earth’s yreat battle- 
field between truth and error; and the champicns of 
truth in that conflict cannot be fully furnished tor 
their mission without a knowledge of the lanuwuaces 
represented there. 

The Bible is at the foundation of Christianity. It 
is at the foundation, moreover, of ail civil and reli- 
gious liberty. On its teachings rest all the trust- 
worthy safeguards of social order and progress, and 
of personal morality. To destroy belief in the Bible 
as the inspired record of God’s revelation to man, is an 
aim of the chief enemies of society, and of the chief 
enemies of virtue. To confirm belief in the Bible as 
an authoritative rule of faith and practice, is the 
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desire of the truest lovers of God and of their fellows 
in all the foremost lands of Christian civilization. 
Scientific and critical research is a matter of interest 
to both the friends and the enemies of the Bible. Its 
results will, in the end, have their influence in shaping 
the world’s opinion concerning the truth or the falsity 
of the Bible record, In both departments of research 
—scientific and critical—the Old Testament, rather 
than the New, is the centre of present conflict ; and 
no open questions of New Testament research are now so 
vital to the main issue of the Bible’s trustworthiness, 
as are the questions concerning the Old Testament 
record, which are in wide popular discussion to-day. 

A few years ago, the state of the case was very dif- 
ferent. The sharpest assaults on the integrity of the 
Bible record were then making against the New 
Testament story. The specious theories of Strauss 
and Renan and Baur, and their followers, as to the 
authorship and composition and teachings of the New 
Testament writings, had caused timid minds to tremble, 
and were a source of no small perplexity even to 
Christian scholars who had no serious doubt as to the 
ultimate issue of the newly provoked conflict. Fora 
third of a century the discussion went on. The story 
of the historic Christ was scanned and sifted as never 
before. All the apostolic literature was mercilessly 
subjected to the closest and keenest criticism. As a 
result, the historic correctness of the gospel story, and 
the historic verity of the apostolic writings, were 
newly established by proofsindubitable. Strauss and 
Renan and Baur are no longer counted formidable 
opponents of the evangelical faith. . Their writings 
have chief value as the record of exploded errors. 
New Testament criticism is now chiefly confined to 
questions in the text itself. There is hardly any oppo- 
sition to this text from without that is worthy of a 
scholar’s attention. 

But now the Old Testament is under a searching 
examination.’ Its age, its authorship, its composition, 
its facts, its teachings, are all called seriously in ques- 
tion. The language, the scientific and historic state- 
ments, and the internal evidence of authorship, in the 
Old Testament text, are alike matters of scholarly 
and popular criticism, in the old world and in the 
new. Timid Christian souls are again in a tremble ; 
and the strongest Christian minds realize that the 
conflict in progress is.a,serious- one, -'Fhose who are 
sure that the Old Testament will come out of this 
conflict as triumphantly as the New Testament came 
out of the other, are by no means blinded to the fact 

‘that the conflict of conflicts just now is over the Old 
Testament, and not overthe New. The New Testa- 
ment rests on the Old. If the Old Testament could 
be shown to be untrustworthy, the principal basis of 
the New Testament would be taken away. For 
Christian scholars to ignore the present assaults on 
the Old Testament, because of their larger personal 
interest in the New, would be as unwise as the ignor- 
ing, by the inmates of a beleaguered castle, of the 
work of the enemy’s sappers and miners at the castle’s 
foundation, because of the inmates’ larger interest in 
the battlements and turrets above. 

The apologetic defense of Christianity to-day pivots 
on a right conception of current questions in the 
realm of Old Testament scholarship, A right under- 
standing of those questions themselves is possible only 
through the results of special Oriental research. ‘'To 
promote the intelligent study of the Oriental lan- 
guages and literature among students and teachers of 
the Bible is therefore the unmistakable duty of every 
lover of the Bible, and of every friend of truth and 
virtue, In fact, there is no branch of human study 
which to-day involves larger and more important 
practical results to society and to the individual, all 
the world over, than intelligent study by competent 
scholars in the field of Oriental research, 

And the sound sense of the Christian community 
recognizes this truth as if by instinct. Old Testa- 
ment study and Oriental research are more prominent 
even among our practically minded Americans than 
at any former time in our history ; in addition to the 
still larger prominence of such study in England and 
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Germany. 
limited to Hebrew ; nor is that now confined to a per- 
functory course in the theological seminary. The 
colleges and universities are adding Hebrew and 
Arabic and Assyrian and Ethiopic and Egyptian to 
their elective courses of study ; with eminent specialists 
assigned to chairs of-instruction accordingly. And 
here, again, is Professor W. R. Harper conducting 
a Correspondence School of Hebrew all the year 
through, with a membership of from five hundred te 
a thousand at a time; while for recreation he travels 
over the country, in vacation season, to take the lead 
in Summer Schools of Oriental Study at various 
centres of population and influence. Both scholarly 
and popular books in the field of Oriental research 
and of Old Testament criticism multiply in every 
direction ; while periodical literature and spoken ad- 
dresses in the same realm of knowledge are alike 
newly prominent far and near. And now all the 
Sunday-schools of America are to enter together upon 
the study of the Pentateuch, at the opening of the 
new year, with such helps as were never before given 
to the intelligent understanding of that portion of the 
Bible, and to the clearer comprehension of the points 
in the text which are in fresh and vigorous discussion. 

Out of all this conflict of discussion good is sure to 
come, ‘That which is true will only be confirmed by 
the fullest research, That which is error ought to 
be shown to be error. Those who are confident that 
the Bible is God’s unique revelation to man, have no 
fear that it will fail or suffer under the severest 
criticism to which it can be subjected at the hands of 
man. But that a conflict at this point is in progress 
is hot to be denied. Nor can it fairly be questioned 
that the chiefest champions of Christianity in this 
conflict are those Christian scholars who make intelli- 
gent use of the best results of Oriental research. 
Hence to bid them God-speed, and to aid them as we 
may, in their good work in behalf of all that is dearest 
to us and to ours, is our practical duty of to-day. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


If The Sunday School Times is not kept up to a high 
standard of accuracy in its every department, it will not 
be from lack of observant eyes on the part of its intelli- 
gently critical readers. The Editor is already keenly 
alive to the sharpnéss Of thesé éyes ; “and he is glad that 
their watchfulness never tires. He would be still more 
glad if all of his contributors wrote with the same sense 
of this scrutiny that constantly possesses him in his 
writing. It is “A Special Correspondent” from England 
who now comes under fire once more in these columns, 
The first shot at him is from an eminent scholar in Phila- 
delphia, who says: 


I have 8 rather observant eye about mistakes in proof-reading. 
If you have occasion to refer again to John Bunyan, see that 
his birthplace is not spelled “ Elston,” though in three or four 
places it is thus given. Itis Elstow. Then, again, “ Turney” 
should be Turvey. I know the parsonage and the church very 
well, Still farther, Bunyan was buried in Bunhill Fields 
Cemetery, London, not “ Bunnell Fields.” It is not surprising 
that many of our printers and proof-readers should not be well 
up in the old Scottish dialect and orthography. Hence I am 
not expectant that the word used by John Welsh’s wife should 
be clearly understood. The word she used was “ kep,” not “ cape.” 
The word “cape” is English for a portion of a garment about 
the shoulders; but the Scotch word “kep” waa the term used 
for the action of any person who, with an apron or cloth, or even 
with the hand, caught a falling object, or an object that was 
thrown towards the person receiving it, These are amall mat- 
ters, but I look on your journal as an educator; and im names, 
places, persons, and facts our proof-readers should be very 
accurate. I am a subscriber to the reprints ef Blackwood and 
the leading English reviews, and I am eet nearly crazy by the 
slovenly way in which they are got ont. Page after page is 
disgraced by wrong names, wrong dates, etc, 

Another volley at the same correspondent is from a 
Methodist parsonage in Michigan, after this sort: 

Bunyan’s cottage is not “thatched,” but is covered with 
thick stone slates. Your Special Correspondent says: “I went 
over the old bridge, at the end of which once stood the gaol or 
‘den’ in which Bunyan lay for twelve long years.” This visit 
must have been in the long ago; for to my knowledge the old 
bridge was replaced by a new one more than sixteen years since, 
and a photograph in my possession shows the gaol or “ den ” to 
have been across the centre or middle of the old bridge, with an 
archway for traffic, and steps en the outside leading down te the 
river. Again it is said: “ The old church at Elston which Bun- 
yen attended in his beyhecd still stemdén.” This also is ime 
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rect. The belfry remains as in Bunyan’s time, and is detached 
from the church; but the church was restored and somewhat 
modernized in 1880. It is my fortune to.own a paper-knife 
made of oak taken from Elstow church previous to restoration. 
I may also say that, through the courtesy of the janitor of “ Bun- 
yan Meeting House,” I was permitted.to sit in the chair used 
by Bunyan, and to handle the flute he made while in prison. 
These relics are carefully preserved in the church vestry. 
“Bunyan Mecting House” contains the strongest and most in- 
fluential Noneonformist church in the town of Bedford, if not, 
indeed,‘in the county. It has been for many years a “ Union 
church,” and does not enforce adult baptism or immersion as a 
condition of membership. The Rev. J. Brown, M.A., the pres- 
ent pastor, is a Congregationalist. 


Our readers are likely to know more than before about 
the home of John Bunyan; and our Special Corres- 
pondent is likely to know more than before about the 
sharp-sightedness and the sharp-shooting of our readers. 


Sunday-schools on every side are making ready for 
Christmas. And Sunday-school observances of Christ- 
mas are improving in spirit and in method year by year. 
It is not long since a Christmas festival in the Sunday- 
school was a general treat to the scholars; too often 
looked upon as a reward to them for their Sunday-school 
attendance. Indeed, children in our cities were accus- 
tomed to connect themselves with several Sunday-schools 
in order to share in the Christmas festivities of as many 
schools as possible. But now a better state of things 
exists. - In very many Sunday-schools the children are 
taught to realize that Christmas is better honored by 
their giving gifts to Him whose name is honored by that 
day, than by their receiving gifts. This custom is grin- 
ing in prominence and favor throughout the country; 
and it has everything to commend it. Added informa- 
tion on this subject is sought by many who are desirous 
of getting into the better way of Christmas observance, 
Thus a correspondent from New Hampshire writes: 

I was much pleased, last year, with the description, in your 
paper, of the Christmas parties in the different Sunday-sehools, 
where the children brought their gifts for the poor, instead of 
receiving gifts themselves. I am heartily in sympathy with 
this plan, and desire to have a similar party in our school this 
year. Can you tell me of some worthy mission school, or other 
institution, where gifts are really needed, and in which the 
children would be interested ? 

Worthy recipients of Christmas offerings are as numer- 
ous and as varied as the givers themselves. The poor of 
one’s own community may well have attention in this 
line. If there is an almshouse, or a hospital, or an asy- 
lum of any sort, in the vicinity, that may be the most 
desirable object of this beneficence ; and there may be an 
added gain through permitting the young givers to carry 
in person to such a, place-the gifts they have first brought 
to the Christmas gathering. If nosuch centre of benefi- 
cence is close at hand, one that is farther away may be 
sent to. It is hardly possible to be at a great distance 
from the deserving poor, or from worthy unfortunates, in 
any partofour country. Just here there comes a timely 
word from a Western Massachusetts reader reporting a 
method of giving Christmas gifts in advance of Christ- 
mas, which has worked well in her Sunday-school, 
She says: 

I wish to mention to Sunday-schools, through your paper, 
what we have done, for two years, for the Western work, hoping 
it may be a suggestion to those who want to teach children. to 
give. We sent to the Rey. Dr. A. H. Clapp, secretary of thie 
American Home Missionary Society, for the name of a Western 
missionary who would like Christmas cards, toys, books, ¢te., 
which had been used, but were not soiled, to use at Christmas 
time as a help in gathering children into Sunday-schools, The 
first time we sent, Dr. Clapp had just received a letter from a 
missionary asking for just such help; and he afterwards asked 
us for second-hand ¢lothing, which the ladies of his church 
could make over for poor children who had no clothing fit to 
wear to Sunday-sshool, Our children enjoyed bringing their 
gifts to the church to be sent, and the people who received 
them were very grateful. Im a letter recently received from 
Dr. Clapp, he writes: “As to the sending of toys, books, etc., to 
Sunday-schools in the West for Christmas time, as well as cloth- 
ing for poor children, let me say that you could not render us a 
more fruitful and effective service.” 

And now from Eastern Massachusetts there comes a 
call from a worker who sees the incongruity of the old- 
time method, but is not quite sure of a better way. He 
asks : 

Do you know of any representation of Santa Claus, or can 
you suggest any representation, that will be in harmony with 
the celebration of the birth of Christ? The presentation in 
this section—largely partaking of the “ good fellow ” idea, but 
with a trifle of the “clown ”’—does not seem to me in accord- 
ance with the reverent spirit that should pervade our Christinas 
celebrations, At the same time, in our school, and, I think, in 
our section, Christmas festivals are more enjoyable to the chil- 
dren when Santa Claus appears. Now, can you suggest any 
presentation of Senta Claus that will fit in, or, at least, not be 
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out of harmony, with a glad, holy time; or can you suggest a 
substitute for that part of our festival ? 

‘No! We cannot name any representation of Santa 
Claus for exhibition at a Sunday-school festival that 
seems to “be in harmony with the celebration of the 
birth of Christ.” Neither the “good fellow” nor the 
“clown ” idea is at all suited to such an occasion. And 
even though something of the sort might please the chil- 
dren, there is no more reason for pleasing them in dhat 
way than there would be for pleasing them by an acro- 
batic performance before their eyes, on the superintend- 


~ent’s part. The method is, at the best, an appeal to 


4 


their lower nature, rather than to their higher. A plan 
which works well in many a Sunday-school is this: 
Have the school-room, or the church, prettily trimmed 
for the occasion. Have the platform, or the leader’s 
desk, arched over or embowered with greens and flowers ; 
with emblematic designs, like that of the Star of Bethle- 
hem, shown above, by gas-jets, or by gilded cardboard. 
Have appropriate responsive readings, or other opening 
services, conducted from the desk, the children having a 
full part in them. Then let the classes be called for, one 
by one; and let a scholar from each class bring forward 
to the platform its offering, with an appropriate motto or 
text. <A few fitting words from pastor or superintendent 
may impress on all the beauty and the duty of such a 
service. It has been found, where this plan has been 
employed for years, that children as well as grown per- 


‘sons can be brought to realize that “it is more blessed to 


give than to receive.” 








THE IMMORTALITY OF A HYMN. 
BY CHARLOTTE FISKE BATES, 


Who sings this sinful world a holy song 
Sings not for fame, 
But in the Master’s name; 
And yet, whose memory will live so long, 
Whose songs roll out through centuries so strong, 
Whose music master such a mighty throng, 
5 As his whose soul is stirred 
By the eternal Word? 


When science, wit, art, learning, all have done 
What they can do, 
A Sabbath hymn breaks through ; 

And lo! at once a million souls, as one, 

Rise to the peace of God’s belovéd Son. 

So must it be when cycles shall have run: 
Whatever else grows dim, 
Never a shining hymn, 





THE GREAT INVITATION. 
BY J. 0. RYLE, DiDi, BISHOP. OF. LIVERPOOL: 


“The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely” (Rev. 
22:17). 

The words which head this paper are taken from the 
last chapter of the last book of the Bible. You will find 
them in the last five verses of that glorious volume. 
There is a grand fitness in the position of such a text at 
the end of those Scriptures which are able to make us 
wise unto salvation. 

I have not the least doubt that the principal subject 
of the text is an invitation to sinners to come to Christ. 
This, I believe, was the meaning of every “come” in 
the verse. I reject entirely the common idea that the 
two first words ‘Come ” are addressed to the Lord Jesus, 
and are a prayer for his second advent. I believe noth- 
ing of the kind. I cannot possibly understand the Holy 
Spirit saying to the Lord Jesus “ Come,” or such a word 
being addressed by one Person in the Holy Trinity to 
another, I repeat my firm conviction that “ come,” 
throughout the verse, is an invitation to come to Christ. 
It is come, and believe; come, and be saved; come, 
and be forgiven; come, and be washed in the blood of 
atonement; coine, and be clothed in Christ’s righteous- 
ness; come, and eat of the bread of life; come, and 
drink the water of life; come, and rest; come, and be 
safe; come, and be happy; “@pme, for all things are 
ready.” = 

So much for the true meaning of the text. Let us 
now see what it contains. 

I. First and foremost, What is this water of life? 

It is the mercy and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
It is the abundant supply of all things which man’s soul 
requires for present peace with God, for present strength 
to serve God, for bright hope of dwelling forever with 


‘ God in another world. Christ, in one word, is the foun- 


tain opened for all sin, and for all sinners (Zech. 13: 1). 
What saith the Scripture? “ If any man thirst, let him 


“come unto me and drink” (John 7: 37), In one word, 


what water is to the body, Jesus Christ is to the soul,— 
cleansing, refreshing, purifying, satisfying. 

1. What is so downright necessary for man’s existence 
as water? Man can live without gold, and silver, and 
diamonds, and pearls, and grand banquets, and fine 
clothes ; but without water man’s body would soon die. 

2. What is so useful to man as water? We cannot 
cook our food without it, Next to the air we breathe, it 
is the most necessary of elements. There is not a house 
in the world in which everything would not come toa 
standstill without water. 

3. What is found so valuable as water in circumstances 
of extreme suffering? The wounded soldier, the ship- 
wrecked sailor, the exhausted traveler, the neglected 
prisoner, care more for a cup of water than a cup of 
rubies. The grandest cities and palaces on earth are 
worthless without a supply of water. 

4. What so suits every man and woman on earth as 
water? The queen on her throne and the humblest 
laborer in his cottage here meet on the same ground. 
Water is the very element that suits them both. 

Well may the Lord Jesus Christ be called in this verse 
the “water of life.” No figure or emblem could be 
found so beautifully descriptive of what he is to the soul 
of man. Happy is he that knows this. 

To make known this water of life to mankind is the 
great business of every Christian minister. He that 
places in front of it the Church, the ministry, and the 
sacraments, is a blind guide, a physician of no value, 
and a sleeping shepherd. 

To be washed in this water of life, and to drink of it, 
is the great secret of being a Christian. To be baptized, 
and confirmed, and to go to the Lord’s table, and to hear 
sermons, and repeat creeds, and sing hymns, and say 
Amen to prayers, is useless except we know and drink 
the water of life. 

To be daily drinking this water of life is the secret of 
true inward comfort and joy and peace in believing. The 
cheerful, bright men and women in religion are those 
who go to the fountain of living waters, and make use 
of it every day. 

II. In the second place, What are the terms on which 
the water of life is offered to mankind? 

Those terms, we are told in the verse which heads this 
paper, are the simplest, widest, broadest, easiest, most 
favorable, that can possibly be conceived. 

1. Every one that is athirst may take the water of life. 
A man need not wait till he feels good, finds no evil in 
his heart, and can prove that he has repented, and turned 
over a new leaf. Does he feel his sins? Does he feel 
that he is wretched and miserable and poor and blind 
and naked? Does he want to be pardoned, forgiven, and 
saved? He is the man who may come to Christ to-day. 
Ifhe is only really athirst, that is enough. Let him 
come, saying : 

“Just as I am, without one plea 
But that thy blood was shed for me, 
And that thou bidst me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God! I come.” 

2. “ Whosoever will” may take the water of life. It 
is not whosoever is elect, or whosoever is converted, or 
whosoever has been born again, or whosoever can bring 
a good character from the church or congregation to 
which he belongs. The one thing needful is a willing 
mind. Has any reader of this paper a will to be forgiven 
and saved,—a will, and not merely a wish? Then he is 
the man that may take the water of life, 

3. “ Whosoever will” may take the water of life freely. 
There is nothing to pay. There are no conditions to be 
fulfilled. There is no recommendation, or testimonial, 
or certificate of good character required, The door is 
wide open. No ticket of admission is necessary. “He 
that hath no money,” let him come to the waters, and 
buy, and eat, and drink, without money and without price. 

Let the following texts of Scripture never be forgotten : 
“God our Saviour would have all men to be saved, and 
to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2: 4); 
“The Lord is... not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance ” (2 Pet. 3: 9); “Have 
I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith 
the Lord God: and not that he should return from his 
ways, and live? ...I haveno pleasure in the death of him 
that dieth, saith the Lord God: wherefore turn your- 
selves, and live ye” (Ezek. 18 : 23, 32); “ Say unto them, 
As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his 
way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for 
why will ye die, O house of Israel?” (Ezek. 88 : 11); 
Our Lord Jesus Christ wept over Jerusalem when he 
drew near to it the last time, and said : ‘‘ How often would 
I have gathered [thee] as a hen gathereth her chickens 





under her wings, and ye would not!” (Lake 19; 41; 


Matt. 28 : 87.) Let every reader of these texts remember 
that if he is not saved, it is his own will, and not the will 
of God, that is to blame. 

IIL. Last, but not least, In what manner is the water 
of life pressed on mankind? 

Three times over in this verse we find that remarkable 
word “Come.” Three different voices call on all men 
and women to take the water of life, to drink of it, and 
to be saved. 

1. The Spirit says, “Come.” The Holy Ghost through- 
out the Word of God, in many a text, in many a chapter, 
in many an example, opens the door to sinners, and invites 
them to be saved. The same Holy Ghost, I firmly be- 
lieve, knocks at the door of many a heart in times of 
affliction, on beds of sickness, by the side of graves, or in 
the hour of great providential visitations. Let him that 
feels the strivings of conscience at such seasons, know that 
the Holy Ghost is saying to him, “ Come to Christ.” 

2. The bride says, “Come.” That true Church which 
is the Lamb’s wife and the mystical body of Christ, 
that Holy Catholic Church which is made up of all true 
believers, is continually trying to persuade unconverted 
people to enter the ark, and be saved from the wrath to 
come. It is one grand mark of the real true Church of 
God’s elect, that it is not, like many visible churches, 
half asleep, and content with numbering its members 
and keeping up its congregations. No, indeed; the mem- 
bers of that Church which is the bride long and pray for 
the conversion of souls. They would fain see a very full 
heaven and a very empty hell. 

8. Every one that heareth, with a true hearing ear, the 
invitations of Christ, ought to pass them on to others, 
and to say to all around him, “Come,” It is our fitss 
evidence of reality in religion, that a man will desire the 
salvation of others besides himself. The man that never 
cares for the souls around him, in his family, or among 
his friends, or in his own neighborhood, may well doubt 
whether he is a Christian himself and on the way to 
heaven. The true sheep of Christ, who have begun to 
hear his voice and to follow him, will always try to say, 
“Come with us, and we will do you good.” Yes! they 
may say it feebly and faintly at first, and say it in fear 
and trembling and much imperfection; but the truesheep 
of Christ will always say to others, “ Come,” 

Reader, have you drank of the “living water,” the 
“ water of life”? If not, begin this very day. Whether 
you are high or low, or rich or poor, or gentle or simple, 
come and drink this day. Wait for nothing; wait for 
nobody. Even if you come quite alone, come. If you 
would be safe, if you would be happy, if you would de 
any good in a bad world, come to the water of life with- 
out delay. 

Reader, if you have come to'the “ water of life” already, 
make use of it more and more the longer you live. Come 
to it every morning as soon as you awake. Oome back 
to it every night before you lay your head on your pillow. 
Come to it again and again throughout the day, and take 
fresh sips of it to strengthen you for life’s duties and 
trials. Happy is he who can say with St. Paul, I run 
my race “looking unto Jesus,”—“ The life that I live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God,”—“To 
me to live is Christ” (Heb.-12: 2; Gal. 2: 20; Phil. 1: 
21). Once more I repeat, and for the last time, Jesus 
Christ is the water of life. Biessed is that man or woman 
who drinks it. 

Liverpool, England. 





THE ULTIMATE STATE OF THE 
REDEEMED. 
BY M. B. RIDDLE, D.D. 
SECOND PaPER. 


8. The employments of the redeemed. We might rather 
say, the enjoyments of the redeemed ; for all our employ- 


ments will be enjoyments, and all our joys will normaily 


and unweariedly stimulate our activities. This is not 
obscurely hinted in many statements of Scripture, and 
the little we have tasted here of true happiness points to 
this as the mode of our future blessedness. How difier- 
ent from earth, where labor is deemed a curse, whiere 
weariness follows our noblest and holiest endeavors, 
where hindrances beset righteous living, and disappoint- 
ment often meets us at the end of our purest activities. 
Dr. Bushnell has poetized about this, in his remarkable 
essay on “ Work and Pray,” showing how the fullest exer- 
cise of our powers comes from spontaneous effort as an 
end in itself. Sir William Hamilton more philosophi- 
cally defines happiness to consist in the putting forth of 
an unimpeded energy. Such hints and definitions fall 
short of the reality, but they suggest some lessous of 





present experience in regard to true enjoyment, That 
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we shall then be “in harmony with our enviroment” is 
the necessary result of the new powers and new condi- 
tions already referred to. Yet the harmony is not mere 
acquiescence, not mechanical adaptation, but active par- 
ticipation, 

Already on earth have we learned, if we have learned 
aught of Christian joy in effort, that both joy and labor 
must find their spring and motive outside of ourselves. 
Activity for its own sake rests on no basis that can abide 
eternally ; activity for Christ’s sake can be continued, so 
long as Christ himself remains the chief object in which 
our heart delights, Obrist will be the sufficient source 
of joy and motive to unimpeded energy when we shall 
sec him as he is, Thus the employment and enjoyment 
of the eternal state of blessedness are but results of that 
beatific vision shadowed forth in the Apocalypse. What 
it is eludes our analysis; but the Lord, who has been here 
to share our humanity and to redeem us body and soul, 
has vy his grace shown us that greater knowledge of him 
dices but increase our eapacity for knowing him, that 
stronger love to him only reveals more and more of his 
loveliness, that willing, free service of him but enlarges 
our power for glorifying him. Is not this the foretaste 
he gives us of heaven? Does it not indicate that there 
will be eternal fulness to develop and employ the renewed 
mind and heart and will? 

The Scriptures indeed represent that future as “ rest.” 
But this is at best a negative expression. In the Bible 
itself it is symbolized by the entrance into Canaan, a 
land of promise, indeed, but far more than a resting-place. 
‘The heavenly rest would suggest the absence of all those 
things which weary us here. The new bodies can know 
no fatigue; the new minds can explore the fuller riches 
of God’s wisdom without weariness; the perfected hearts 
of love can love on without disappointment, without dis- 
‘traction, without exhaustion; the will, free at last, free 
‘8 God himself, shall enter into God’s freedom, and impel 
the entire and perfected person along glad ways of ser- 
vice, never straining, never failing, never tiring, because 
the immediate fellowship with God himself furnishes 
motive and joy and strength and wisdom. This is rest! 
For it the weariest Christian may well long, rather than 
for some lower conception of sensuous delight or pur- 
poseless quiescence, 

So, too, the visions of heaven are full of scenes of 
worship. But all worship here is largely an attempt to 
get near to God, and to rejoice in him. The earthly 
worship is at best but a figurative expression for that 
unveiled access to God which is promised us in the future. 
Doing service is but another name for worship, even in 

“the Apocalypse itself. Though this term means more 
than we usually include in serving, it certainly does 
imply an active glorifying of God with all our renewed 

“powers. Even the songs of heaven recorded for us are 

“bet figures, In the nature of the case, a revelation to 
men—éspecially a revelation of heaven—must deal in 

‘“mietaphors. Not that these metaphors tell what is not 

‘true, but that they imply more of truth than can be told. 

This is the inherent law of Scripture interpretation. 

Hence the anthems and antiphonies that abound in the 

Apocalypse do not encourage half-sensuous views of the 

redeemed state. Nor do they imply that music of itself 

t heavenly, or that esthetic enjoyment of it is a neces- 

sary preparation for that eternal service. However 
prostituted in concert-hall and church alike, it is the 
fittest expression of religious emotion here; hence it is 


made the symbol of the answering love and reverence of 


those who look face to face upon God and the Lamb, 
His presence will evoke utterance of praise and thanks- 
giving, but doubtless the service of adoration, of which 
we have too little conception here, will find for itself new 
forms of expression as far surpassing earthly song, as the 
apprehension of its object exceeds the feeble faith of our 
present worship. 


But there will be new forms of activity, all for the glory 
of God. What these will be, we know not. We may 
infer that the glorified body and soul will find a field 
worthy of such trophies of redeeming grace. We may 
imagine, as we contemplate the universe of God, even 
from our little planet, that there is room enough for 
What new forms of life may call for our 
thankful and joyful attention, we may only guess. For 
enlarged missions of mercy we may sometimes long. But 
where the Scriptures are silent, let us be dumb. One 
thing we do know,—that all the activities will be holy ; 
that, as God is the motive, his presence the joy, and his 
glory the end, in all these activities, there will be nothing 
that is not in harmony with his will. The righteousness 
will be perfect ; not from abstract principles and deduced 
moralities, but because the countless thousands, joined 
together in new and eternal relations, will think God’s 


eternal service. 


him as they eternally enjoy his immediate presence. 
“The city hath no need of the sun, neither of the moon, 
to shine upon it; for the glory of God doth lighten it, 
and the lamp thereof is the Lamb” (Rev. 21: 23). The 
constant reference to the Lamb in all these visions sug- 
gests that redemption will be our study as well as:our 
song in that future. Doubtless the Person of our Lord, 
that mystery of earth, will in eternal blesseduess be the 
key to all the mysteries. In him, heaven and earth, God 
and man, matter and spirit, find their vital centre. “In 
him all things consist” (Col.1:17). He is the head of 
the body, the Church; for he has redeemed it with his 
own precious blood. His work gives us a right to eternal 
blessedness, but his exalted Person gives us eternal bless- 
edness itself. We may well believe that as through him 
heaven is possible for us, so in him heaven will be actual 
tous. The thoughts, joys, and activities of that future 
will centreinhim, Wesadly confess how little we know 
of it now, how little we are fitto know. But this is our 
consolation: knowing him, loving him, living to him 
now, we are preparing for that blessedness. Our faith 
in him here will be the measure of our capacity for that 
enjoyment of him hereafter of which we can now only 
thus imperfectly think and speak. 





AN ANCIENT DOCUMENT. 
BY JOHN H, VINCENT, 0.D., LL.D. 


Let not the mouth of my archwological friend the 

Editor of The Sunday School Times, grow moist at the 

heading of this my first report of journeyings and search- 

ings beyond the seas, as though I had exhumed some 
Druidical or pre-Norman record of rare value, or as 
though, digging among the ruins of the border-land be- 

tween Palestine and Petrean Arabia, I had discovered 
some indisputable corroborations of his own scholarly 
conclusions concerning the site of Kadesh-Barnea. None 
of these things has happened unto me. But neverthe- 
less I have perused an ancient document, about which I 
propose to write a few lines this gloomy morning, in this 
gloomy old city of London, in this time of smoke and 
fog, the like of which one finds not, and could not find, 
on the other side of the Atlantic; not even were the 
densest atmosphere of Pittsburgh under the old régime, 
before natural gas was discovered, to be mingled with the 
heaviest mist that gathers at times over the bay of New 
York. But the London fog has nothing to do with the 
“ancient document,”—which is a good thing for the 
document. 

In America, the Centenary fever has not abated. When 
will it abate? A hundred years ago on this field a cer- 
tain battle was fought, and a hundred years ago a victory 
won on some other field. Now it isthe founding of a 
college, then the opening of a church. City after city 
has commemorated its “ first settlement” a century ago ; 
and just as Methodism has passed through unnumbered 
centennials since 1839, and the nation since 1876, so has the 
Sunday-school world, since 1880, been singing centenary 
songs, ringing centenary bells, and delivering centenary 
sermons and orations, I was a sharer in these festivities 
in England in 1880, at London, at Gloucester, and at 
Bristol. Little did I think, when I landed at Liverpool 
in the autumn of 1886, that I should be summoned to 
another centennial demonstration in honor of a Sunday- 
school organized a hundred years ago. Alas that all my 
centennial addresses were safely boxed in America! 

The oldest place I have visited in America (always 
excepting Niagara Falls and the Yosemite, which ante- 
date modern English wonders such as Chester, West- 
minster, and Stonehenge by the million centuries) is 
Newburyport, in Massachusetts, which, a few years since, 
celebrated the two hundred and fiftieth year of its exist- 
ence. Well, last Sunday, in Newbury, England, in the 
old Newbury, from which the founders of the American 
Newburyport emigrated,—I spoke twice in the great 
“QOorn Exchange” to three thousand (some say nearly 
four thousand) people, in commemoration of the organi- 
zation of a Sunday-school, in that venerable town on the 
river Kennet, in the summer of 1786. 

Newbury is fifty-six miles east of London, and twenty- 
six from Oxford. It has traditions that connect it with 
the old Roman times, and authentic history running back 
to the beginning of the thirteenth century. It was the 
scene of two battles during the civil wars of Charles I. 
in 1648 and 1644, and has an old church,—St. Nicholas, 
—which was built in the reign of Henry VIIL., or, as 
some contend, during the time of Henry VII. Here, in 
1518, brave men were burned at the stake for loyalty to 
the true faith. Of Newbury, Fuller says: “It stands 
pre-eminent in the county of Berks for merit and bold- 
ness of entertaining the reformed religion.” It was 
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part assigned me in the commemorative services already 
alluded to in this venerable town. And it was here that 
I found “the ancient document” which it has, in this 
letter, taken me so long a time to get at. 

Mine host it was who showed me the venerable paper, 
and mine host, Mr. Joseph Hopson, is himself a remarkable 
man. He comes from a long line of Puritan ancestors; 
is an enterprising and successful business man ; has been 
mayor of the town of Newbury; was born in 1826 
entered the Sunday-school in 1880, when four years old; 
has now left it (fifty-six years is a long time to be in one 
Sunday-school); became a teacher in 1838, and has not 
been absent from school once,—nor, with a single excep- 
tion, has he been late for thirty-three years ! 

But that “document”! It is the only preserved copy 
of the original “ Rules and Regulations,” printed in 1786, 
under which the first Newbury Sunday-school was organ- 
ized and conducted. And this was only six years after 
the opening of that “first Sunday-school by Robert 
Raikes,” of which we have heard so much. The record 
is valuable, as it shows how firm a hold the Raikes 
movement had taken upon the public mind at that early 
day, and especially valuable as a contribution to. the 
full idea of the early Sunday-school. I confess to a great 
change in my estimate of the Raikes movement by the 
perusal of this interesting document. I is printed in 
good style, and on good paper. It contains twenty-three 
resolutions, which were adopted “At a Meeting held this 
8d Day of August, 1786, at the New Town House, in 
NEWBuvRY, for the purpose of carrying into execution a 
plan for establishing a SuNDAY-sCHOOL.” 

The first resolution provides for “a Committee con- 
sisting of Thirteen Persons, and the following gentlemen 
(together with the Mayor and Justice for the time 
being, the officiating Ministers of the Established 
CuurcH and DissENTING Meaggnas for the time being).” 
Then come the names of the “gentlemen” and the 
statement of the object: “ who are desired to maintain a 
correspondence with the Society established in Lonpow 
for supporting Sunday-schools.” It is pleasant to notice 
that Established Church and Dissenting ministers co- 
operated in those days. But not nowin Newbury. The 
“rectors” refused to have any share in the services. 
Many of the “ resolutions” are of no special signifi- 
cance. They relate to the deposit of funds in the “New- 
bury Bank,” the forming of “six or more schools,” the 
provision of “ separate schools” for the girls, the authority 
of “the Committee, who shall have absolute controul over 
the conduct of the MasTERs and MisTRessEs of schools, 
as well as over every other part of this Institution.” 
Then came provisions for the “Board” meetings, the 
“ General Meetings,” the modifications of rules and 
regulations. After these came a few resolutions, which 
throw so much light on the early Sunday-school idea 
that they should be printed in full. 

“9th. THAT one Master or Mistress shall not teach more 
than Twenty Five Children. 

10th. THaT no Book or Books whatever, be admitted into 
these Schools, for the use of the Scholars, but the Bible, and 
Spelling Books. ; 

11th, THaT no Children be admitted under Six Years of 
Age, but that no exception be made to Persons of riper Years, 
who may be desirous of enjoying the Benefit of this Institution. 

12th. Tat the Masters or Mistresses are to instruct their 
Scholars in Reading; and to inculcate such plain religious 
Truths as they can understand, and will tend to direct and fix 
their faith, improve their hearts, and regulate their manners, 
(viz) that the Sabbath Day is to be kept holy, and to be 
employed in worshiping God, and in learning their duty ; and 
never to be profaned by neglecting CHURCH, by idleness, or 
improper amusements ; that God knows and sees their most pri- 
vate thoughts, words and actions; will reward them if they are 
good, and punish them if they are wicked.” 

Certainly our “advanced” ideas are not wiser or 
stronger or better than these. Could our modern Sun- 
day-school teachers do better than to fix in their minds 
and hearts “ Regulation 12th” of the Newbury school. 
Then came resolutions which indicate the class of desti- 
tute or neglected children for whose benefit the Sunday- 
school was originally instituted. 

“13th. Tat no Children however destitute of convenient 
clothing, on their first ission, shall appear at School, with- 
out their Faces and Hands decently washed, and their Hair 
properly combed, and in every respect as clean as it may be 
possible. 

14th. Should there be just cause to suspect that any Child 
proposed for admission may labour under any infectious Dis- 
order, the Committee shall be empowered to call in the advice 
of a Person of the Faculty to examine such Child, previous to 
admission.” ® 

The relation of the early Sunday-school to the public 
service is another important point forcibly illustrated in 
Resolutions 15, 18, and 19 following; and the thorough 
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ized the Newbury schools will be observed in the other 
resolutions : 

“15th. Tar all the Scholars shall attend with their Teach- 
ers, some place of PUBLIC WORSHIP every Sunday, but such as 
their Parents may respectively approve. 

16th. THatT the Teachers shall be punctual in their attend- 
ance at the Schools and that the time of opening the Schools 
shall be at Hight o’ Clock in the Morning in the Summer Season, 
and Nine o’Clock in the Winter. Within 15 Minutes after the 
Teachers, entering the School, the Names of the Children shall 
be called over and the Names of the Absentees shall be entered 
in a Book to be kept for that purpose. 

17th. THaT the Absentees shall be enquired after, reproved, 
and after frequent repetition of the fault, expelled. 

18th. THaT the Children shall be conducted to attend Morn- 
ing Service, in the manner before mentioned; and shall after- 
wards return to the Schools and be dismissed. 

19th. THatT they shall assemble again in School at half past 
1 o’Clock, the Names being again called over, to attend Divine 
Service in the Afternoon, and shall return to School where they 
are to continue UNTIL 7 o’Clock in the Evening. 

20th. THAT occasional rewards shall be bestowed on the 
deserving Scholars at the discretion of the Committee. 

2ist. Tat half yearly Meetings be beld for the purpose of 
auditing the Accounts, and that the first be held on Tuesday in 
Christmas week, 

22d. THAT a Copy of these Rules, so far as relates to the 
Teachers and Scholars, be hung up in each School. 

23d. THatT a Copy of these Resolutions be Printed, and de- 
livered to every Subscriber.” 


There were six schools then organized, which were 
really as many classes held in private houses in different 
parts of the town. For a few years (I think between 
1798 and 1801) the schools were suspended. In the last- 
named year, the “ Independents” organized anew, and 
soon after other denominational schools were started. 
Newbury is a Sunday-school town, and what a crop of 
new centennial exercises will begin to ripen in the year 
of our Lord 1901! 

This “ancient document,” and my visit to the town 
which produced it, have done me great personal good as 
a Sunday-school worker, and I trust that the report I 
have made may not be without profit to your readers. 

London, England, 





A CHRISTMAS GIVE-AWAY AND 
PRIMARY REVIEW. 
BY HOPE LEDYARD. 


It may not be too late to give a few suggestions as to 
the Christmas review. I have found it a very good plan 
to let the children regard this review as their tmas 
gift to their parents. But this year we propose to con- 
nect it with a give-away festival. Ours being a very 
poor mission-school, there was Some questioning as to the 
possibility of the children. giving ‘to others. But some 
weeks ago it was proposed that each little one should 
bring Jesus a present, care being taken to explain the 
Master’s gracious words as to anything given in his name, 
Two or three potatoes were mentioned, or a little sugar, 
a few pennies, or a toy. 

We need have had no fears of the wisdom of the 
scheme. In every home we visit, the children point with 
pride to the box where the give-away pennies are being 
stored, or shyly shake the pennies in their little hands to 
draw my attention to the fact that they have begun to 
save for Christmas. 

The review is to be a surprise both to children and 
parents. On the give-away night—probably the Thurs- 
day.in the Christmas week—the children and parents 
will be invited to the chapel, a written invitation being 
sent to each father and mother. I would say just here 
that no pains should be considered too great to win the 
parents to attend the reviews. For this reason our 
reviews are always held on a week-day night, and have 
some simple refreshment connected with them. 

The children will sing and recite. No child expects 
to have any solo performance, but all are thoroughly 
taught; and, just as we are about to sing or recite, I often 
say, “ Nelly and Gussy may sing the first verse, George 
and Thyra the second, and the whole class the last.” 
This suits the carol “ Good News on Christmas Morning” 
particularly well, the whole class singing with lifted 
hands the last verse. Or if we have, as in this case, 
learned a great many verses, different children are motioned 
to and take up the recitation. As the Christmas recita- 
tion this year has been very carefully compiled, and is a 
complete review of the work of the last nine months, it 
may be helpful to some teachers if inserted here. I 
would say that few primary classes could master it, but, 
as our class holds two sessions each Sunday, the children 
have learned it very easily. Itis, however, quite elaborate 

enough for the main school. I place in brackets what 
-the teacher is to say, also in parentheses where songs or 
hymns occur, I wish also to say that the story ef the 





shepherds is familiar to all except the scholars who have 
come in this year. 

Christmas Recitation.—John 1: 1-4; Luke 2: 8-14 
(Singing: “Good News on Christmas Morning”) Luke 
2: 89,L ¢., 40,52; Matthew 3: 13; John 1: 82, 33, 
85-37. [Jesus turns water into wine] John 2: 11. 
[Returns to Jerusalem, and talks to Nicodemus, saying] 
John 8: 8, 1. ¢.,16. [Talks with the woman at the well, 
saying] John 4:10, 24. [Talks to his disciples about 
sowing and reaping, saying] John 4: 87. (Singing: 
“‘ Bringing in the Sheaves,”) [Returns to Cana, where 
he heals the nobleman’s son] John 4: 50. [Returns to 
Jerusalem, and heals the impotent man] John 5: 6-8. 
[Goes back to Galilee, crosses the Sea of Tiberias, and 
feeds the five thousand] John 6: 35, 36. [Returns to 
Jerusalem to the temple] John 7: 87; 8:59. [Heals 
the blind man, who said] John 9: 25. [Jesus talks with 
the people, saying] John 19: 11. [Thesisters of Lazarus 
send for Jesus to make their brother well. Jesus says] 
John 11:11. [Jesus comes to Bethany and tells Mary] 
John 11 : 25, 43,44. [The people go before Jesus as he 
rides into Jerusalem, waving palm branches, and crying] 
John 12:18. (Singing: “Carol, Brothers, Carol.”) 
[Gentiles seek Jesus. He tells them] John 12: 82, 
[Jesus eats the Last Supper, washing his disciples’ feet, 
and says] John 13:14, [Warns Judas and Peter] Luke 
22 : 1-84; John 13: 21; 1 Corinthians 10:12. [Com- 
forts his disciples] John 14: 1-8; John 15: 5. [Promises 
the Holy Spirit] John 16:18. [Prays for us all] John 
17: 20, 21. [Jesus and the disciples leave the upper 
room and go to the Garden of Gethsemane] Mark 14: 42; 
John 18: 1, 2, 12, 13, f. c. (Singing, two verses: 
“Tis Midnight, and on Olives’ brow.”) [Jesus before 
Pilate] John 18: 88. [Pilate saith unto the Jews, I find, 
etc.] John 18: 89, 40; 19: 1, 5, 6, 16-18, 30, 41, 42. 
(Singing: “Luella,” in Primary Songs.) [On the first day 
of the week, Sunday, the Lord rose from the dead, and 
was seen by Mary and some of the disciples, who said] 
Luke 24: 34, (Singing: “ Vain the stones.”) [Thomas 
did not see Jesus that Sunday, and would not believe 
what the others told him ; but when, on the next Sunday 
evening, Jesus came and stood in their midst] John 20: 
27, 28; John 21: 1, f.c., [and said to Peter] John 21: 15, 
Teacher then recites Luke 24 : 50-53. Sing: 

“Soar we now where Christ hath led, 
Following our exalted Head ; 
Made like him, like him we rise, 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies.” 

A little girl is to stand at the map and point out where 
Jesus is as we recite, I would also say that a very pretty 
New Year’s song is in St. Nicholas Songs, The bell 
(ding, dong) can be sung by a half-dozen voices, out of 
sight, the school singing the verses, .-: 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


—_—@——— 


THE BUNCH OF VIOLETS. 
BY SPES. 


Sad little Netty stooped and kissed the mound of her 
mother’s grave. After again arranging the bunch of 
violets,—her first offering,—she rose slowly as she whis- 
pered: “ Good-by, dear, sweet mamma. Netty will come 
again to-morrow.” Then she turned and walked unwill- 
ingly away. She was not conscious of the eyes watching 
all her movements; nor, as she passed through the gate, 
did she turn and see a boy’s form emerge from behind a 
tombstone near by, and approach the spot she had just 
left. The boy stealthily took up the violets, and, walk- 
ing to a distant spot, known as tue “‘ Paupers’ Burying- 
Ground,” stopped at a grave marked with a rudely 
fashioned cross, and placed the flowers there, saying: 
“My dear mamma should have flowers as well as hers. 
I love her just as much, and more;” and, wiping away 
some tears with his sleeve, Paul Hempstead moved away, 
and went to his home,—his home, the poorhouse ! 

The next day, as was his wont, Paul took his walk to 
the graveyard; and, as he entered the usually quiet 
place, he heard heart-rending sobs and cries, which, to 
his astonishment, came from the little girl whom he had 
watched the day before. Just then a gentleman drew 
near her, and Paul retreated out of sight. 

“My child,” kindly said the gentleman, “ tell me your 
trouble.” 

“O sir! somebody has taken away my flowers, the 
first I ever brought here to my dear mamma. How 
could they take away Netty’s gift to mamma?” and, 
throwing herself upon the grave, her slight frame seemed 
racked with her sobs. 

Paul heard no more, but passed quickly from the 
soune; and when he hed almost reached his heme, the 


parish minister, a good man, and ong the boy most loved 
to meet, came towards him. Instantly the child ap- 
proached him; and, looking up with a sad, troubled 
expression, asked : “ Please, sir, is it wrong to take what 
once belonged to another ?”’ 

Even that man, accustomed as he was to ignorance and 
vice of all degrees, was startled at the question. 

“ My son,” he answered, “ have you never learned the 
commandment, ‘Thou shalt not steal’?” And, taking 
him aside, he explained to the boy, simply, gently, but 
forcibly, that precept in God’s law. 

It was all new to Paul. A bright, handsome, loving 
child, he had always been a great pet at the poorhouse, 
and allowed to do pretty much as he wished, go where 
he would, learn what he pleased. Singular, my children 
as it may seem to you, it is no less true, that this pou) 
but worthy boy of nine years had never been taught the 
Word of God. 

Paul left the good man, and as he turned away great 
tears rolled down his cheeks, as, for the first time, he felt 
how wicked he had been; and, running home, he crept 
up to his little cot, where, kneeling for forgiveness, a 
listening ear might have heard deep sobs from that 
motherless, aching heart. 

With the next day’s dawn Paul became a different 
boy. He went out very early; and, going to a wealthy 
gentleman who had often been kind to him, he said: 
“Please, Mr. Warner, may I do some little work for you 
every day, and will you pay me for it in bunches of 
flowers ?—for I know you have enough and to spare.” 

The engagement was made, the work was faithfully 
done, the rewards received, and, day by day, Paul car- 
ried his floral offering to the grave of Netty’s mother; 
and then, hiding behind an adjacent stone, saw with rap-. 
ture the little girl’s surprise and ecstasy of joy, as each ' 
succeeding time she seemed more thankful. After many 
months of faithful service, Paul was adopted by his 
employer and friend; and, through his aid and the boy’s 
own exertions, Paul Hempstead became an educated man, 
and ultimately acquired a name as an author. It is inter- 
esting to know that he sent a copy of his first published 
book to Netty Somers, and that book was called“ The 
Bunch of Violeta.” 





BOOKS OF THE SEASON. 


ee 


BOOKS FOR BOYS* 


A new life of Washington, and another of Ulysses 8. 
Grant, both by William O. Stoddard, form the initial 
volumes of a series of Lives of the Presidents, which, 
though not promising to. be’ complete, will subsequently 
include, at least, biographies of Lincoln and Garfield. 
One hardly sees how Jefferson can properly be omitted 
from even the smallest library bearing the present title, 
Mr. Stoddard’s life of Washington is plainly and sensi- 
bly written, without special attempt to captivate young 
readers, and yet without dullness, The same quiet style 
is employed in the life of Grant, with less success; for 
the military history of the war is so recent that young 
readers, not improperly, demand a little more color than 
is here given. The political bias of the book is distinctly 
Republican, and all the chapters are eulogistic of the 
subject; but the author disavows for General Grant the 
claim of special knowledge in the fields of finance, econ- 
omics, and constitutional law. On the whole, the “burn- 
ing questions” of the last fifteen years are handled with 
discretion. The new illustrations in both books (those 
from The Century, Harper’s Magazine, and Harper’s 
Young People) are excellent; the old ones are of the 
hand-bill order of art. 

From Pole to Pole, by Dr. Gordon Stables, of the 
British Navy, is a story of marine experiences and adyen- 
tures all over the world. Its most interested readers will 
be boys between twelve and eighteen. It is written 
throughout in a rattling and jolly style, is plentifully 
supplied with poetical quotations, and gives, by text and 
picture, considerable information concerning places, peo- 
ple, and animals; the story, however, being foremost in 
mind. Its literary style is not good enough to give it 
more than a season’s life. 

There is no special interest for American lads in the 
littlesketch entitled The Manborough Choir-Boys, which 
has merely a local flavor, and is defaced by the introduc- 
tion of needless school-boy slang. 





* George Wi m By William O. Stoddard. 1 X 5% inches, 
2: illustrated, a vill, 307. New York OR ier atobee ah; Allea. 


Ulysses 8. Grant. By William O. Stoddard, 7; 
trated, pp. vi, 362. New York : White, Stokes, 


From Foleo Pole : A tale of the sea. By Gorton re ay tar 
BN. Be ee Ulustrated, pp vi, sok New 
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LESSON HELPS. 


a 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Fourth Quarter, 1886.] 


IL, December 12.—The Saints 1 Heavetiinsscesseensersneereeesensseese OV, 7 19-17 


12. December 19.—The Great 


Invitation.......... Rev. 22: 8-21 


-18. December 24.—Review ; or, Missionary, Temperance, or other lesson 


selected by the school. 





LESSON XIL, SUNDAY, 


DECEMBER 19, 1886. 


Titte: THE GREAT INVITATION. 


LESSON 


(Rev, 22; 


COMMON VERSION, 


8, And I John saw these things, 
and heard them. And when I had 
heard and seen, I fell down to 
worship before the feet of the 
angel which shewed me these 
things. 

9. Then saith he unto me, Bee 
thou do tt not: for I am thy fellow 
servant, and of thy brethren the 
prophets, and of them which 
keep the sayings of this book : 
worship God, 

10, And he saith unto mé, Seal 
not the sayings of the prophecy 
of this book: for the time is at 
hand. 

11, He that is unjust, let him 
be unjust still; and he which is 
filthy, let him be filthy still: and 
he that is righteous, let him be 
righteous still: and he that is 
holy, let him be holy still, 

12, And, behold, I come 
quickly ; and my reward és with 
me, to give every man according 
es his work shall be, 

18, Lam Alpha and Omega, the 

and the end, the first 
and the last. 

14, Blessed are they that do his 
commandments, that they may 
have right to the tree of life, and 
thay enter in through the gates 
into the city. 

14. For without ere dogs and 
Borcerers, and whoremongers, and 
murderers, and idolaters, and 
whosoever loveth and maketh a 
lie. 

16, I Jesus have sent mine an- 
gel te testify unto you these 
things in the churches. I am the 
root and the ring of David, 
@nd the bright and morning star. 

17, And the Spirit and the bride 
Gay, Come, And let him that 
heareth say, Come. And let him 
that is athirst come. And who- 
soever will, let him take the wa- 
‘ter of life freely. 

1&4 For I testify unto every man 
that heareth the words of the 
or ex of this book, If any 

shall add unto these things, 
@e@ shall odd unto him the 
plagues that are written in this 
_ book : 

19. And if any man shall take 
@way from the words of the book 
of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part out of the book of 
life, and out of the holy city, and 

‘from the things which are written 
in this book. 

20. He which testifieth those | 
things saith, Suroly I come 
quickly: Amen. Even s0, come, 
Lord Josua. 

2. The grace of our Lord Jesus 


TEXT. 


8-21.) 
REVISED VERSION. 


8 AndIJohn am he that heard 
and saw these things. And 
when I heard and saw, I fell 
down to worship before the 
feet of the angel which shewed 

9 me these things. And hesaith 
unto me, See thou do it not: 
I am a fellow-servant with 
thee and with thy brethren 
the prophets, and with them 
which keep the words of this 
book : worship God, 

10 And hesaith unto me, Seal 
not up the words of the proph- 
ecy of this book ; for the time 

11 is at hand. He that is un- 
righteous, let him do unright- 
eousness ' still: and he that is 
filthy, let him be made filthy 
i still: and he that is righteous, 
let him do righteousness ‘still : 
and he that is holy, let him be 

12 made holy ‘still. Behold, 1 
come quickly; and my ‘re- 
ward is with me, to render to 
each man according as his 

18 work is, I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the first and the 
last, the beginning and the 

14 end, Blessed are they that 
wash their robes, that they 
may have "the right to come to 
the trée of life, and may enter 
in by the ‘gates into the city. 

15 Without are the dogs, and the 
sorcerers, and the fornicators, 
and the murderers, and the 
idolaters, and every one that 
loveth and § maketh a lie, 

16 I Jesus have sent mine angel 

to testify unto you these things 

*for the churches. I am the 

root and the offspring of David, 

the bright, the morning star. 
ta'nd the Spirit and the bride 
any, Come. And he that hear- 
eth, let him say, Come, And 
he that is athirst, let him 
come; he that will, let him 
take the water of life freely. 


7 


prophecy of this book, 
man shall add *unte them, 
God shall afd unto him the 
plagues which are written in 

19 this book: and if any man 
shall take away from the 
words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away 
his part from the tree of life, 
and out of the holy city, 
*which are written in this book. 

20 He which testifieth these 
things saith, Yea: I come 
quickly, Amen: come, Lord 
Jesus. 

21 «The gtace of the Lord Jesus 
“be with the saintsa,. Amen. 


§ 





Christ de with you all, Amen, 


10r, yet more %0r 50r, 
doeth Nr over. tOr, Both sGheng 


are writien 
authorities read with 


pag over 50r, 
Some  sacwens authorities add a” tr “ing nos which 





LESSON PLAN. 


Toric OF THE QUARTER: Jesus Gloritying the Father. 


Suxn-Torics: { 


1, In His Endurance of Suffering (Lessons I.-IV.). 
2. In His Headship of the Church (Lessons V.-VIII.). 
3. In His Pre-ominence in Glory (Lessons 1X.-XI1.). 


Go._pen TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: Glerify thy Son, that 
thy Son also may glorify thee—John 17 : 1. 





Lesson Topic: The Lord’s Last Words. 


|. Words 
Lesson OUTLINE: 


of Warning, vs. 8-12, 18-20, 


2. Words of Instruction, vs. 13-16. 
3. Words of Invitation, v. 17. 


Gonpen Text: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 


you all, Amen.—Rev. 22 : 21. 





Darmy Home REApDINes: 
M.—Rev. 22 ; $21. 


The great invitation, 


T.—Reyv. 21 ; 1-27. The heavenly city. 
W.—Rey, 22:1-7. The heavenly service, 
T.—Matt, 2:1-14 Called to blessedness. 


F.—Prov. 8 : 1-17. 


Invitations ef wisdom. 


$.—Isa. 55: 1-18, Come te the water. 
$—Jobn 8; 27-40, Jeuul Gailling, 


[= 


LESSON AN ‘ALYSIS, 


I, WORDS OF WARNING, 


I. Concerning the Destinies of Men: 

To each man according as his work és (12). 
Unto every man according to his deeds —_ 16 : 27). 
To every man according to his works (Rom, 2 : 6). 
Whatsoever a man ae that shall he also reap (Gal. 6: Ds 
The dead were judged . . according to their works (Rev, 20 
il. Concerning the Misuse of Revelation : 

df any man shail add unto them, God shall add unto him (18). 
Ye shall not add unto the word w hich I command you (Deut. 4 : 2). 
Thou shalt not add thereto, nor ao from it (Deut. 12 : 82). 
Add thou not unto his words (Prov. 
They have Moses and the prophets ; jet ‘them hear them (Luke 16 ; 29). 


Ul. Concerning the Coming of Christ: 
Yea: I come quickly (20). 


I come again, and will receive you unto ‘ey gd (John 14 ; 8). 
I go away, and I come unto you (John 14 
(Kets 1:11). 


+12). 


Jesus, . . Shall so come in like manner 
And behold, I come quickly (Rey. 22; 7 


1. “Worship God.” (1) Worship, the duty of man; (2) God, the 
object of worship.—(1) The supreme object of worship; (2) The 
ap roved methods of worship. 

2, “The time is at hand.” (1) The time of the Lord’s coming ; (2) 
The time of the sinner’s overthrow ; (3) The time of the saint’s 

deliverance, 

*To each man according as his work is,’’ (1) No man over- 

looked ; (2) No work disregarded. 

“Tf any man shall add,...Godshalladd.” (1) Man’s pendency 

to — with God's word; (2) God’s decision to vindicate 

wor 

5. “If any man shall take away . God shall take ores, 4 goad 

Subtracting from God's word ; (2) Subtracting from man's 


II. WORDS OF INSTRUCTION. 
1. On Christly Character : 
I am the Alpha and the Omega (13). 


8. 
4. 


I the Lord, ie and with the last, I = he (Isa. 41 : 4). 
I am the first, a oe ee ee Isa, 44 : 

Iam eur ft also last (Isa. 48 th. 

Tam. eeite aus Gace’ Chev. 2 6). 


tl. On ieticie Blessedness : 
Blessed are they that wash their robes tin 


Your sins... shall be as white as snow one 1: 
The blood of. Jesus his son cleanseth us (1 Joh ay oe o, 

Loosed us from our sins by his blood (Rey. 1 :°5). 

They washed their robes... in the blood of the Lamb (Rev. 7:14). 


Wi, On Angelic Ministries : 
I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify wnto you (16). 


God... hath sent his angel, and Soltrened, his servants (Dan. 8 ; 28). 
= angel of — Lord stood by him, ... and awoke him (Acts 12:7). 
e they no’! ministerin; Mpirits? CH Heb. 1: +) 
fie sent ant duuited it by his angel (Rev. 1 : 1). 
i“ thines first and the last.” ) He aus antedates all created 
ge: (2) He mbes oatlasta all created things. 
bh ey that wash their robes.” ) From the defilement of sin; 
SB the blood of J: ay (3) To the whiteness of saintship. 
8. ght to come to the tree of tite. . (1) The need to come to the 
; (2) The way to come to the tree; (3) The right to come to 


the tree. 
4” May enter in by the pe the po sa A oes Holy City ; 


thal 0} A  satees 3, (8) welcome 60: 
6. he b the PK ner" (1 1) Scattering the darkness ; 
(2) Heral ng the day.—(l) A atar of brightness; (2) A star of 
promise, 


Ill. WORDS OF INVITATION, 
|. By Multiplied Agencies: 
He that heareth, let him say, Come (17). 
Go ye into all the world, aT et oe: : 15). 


Ye Thall be iy be sae “oS 
At which. soy Lee oat fs bor 15; 3). 


I delivered unto 
Whom we proc D bAsioniahing every man (Col 


Il. To Needy Objects : 
And he.that is athirst, let him come (17). 


Ho, every one that thirsteth (Isa. 55 : 1). 
Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden (Matt. 11 : 28), 
ony man thirst, let hizh éome unto me, and drink (Jo! - 7: 87). 
will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain (Rey. 21 : 6). 


lll. On Marvelous Terms: 
He that will, let him take the water of life freely (17). 
And he that hath no money ; come ye (Isa. 55 : 1). 
Beet give you rest f (Matt 1: : 28). * 
@ would have given thee living water (John 4: 10), 
I rei give. @ water of life freely (Rev. 21: 6). 
“ The Spirit andthe mice , Come,” God’s chosen heralds ; 
cs chosen mess 1) The invitation of the Spirit; (2) 
e invitation of the cnt 
“And he that heareth, let him say, Come.” (1) The hearer’s 
aR ; ?) The hearers obligation. —(1) A character portrayed ; 


uty im 
ay nye he that is athirst, let himecome.” (1) Need; ? Supply.— 
A condition of wretchedness ; at A way of relief. 
tat that will, let him take.’’ 2 fe willing mind; (2) The 
ropriating grasp.—(1) A profféred prize ; @) A generous eG 
ly.” Ak A& to rodi ents 5 (2) As to Shanta (8) As 
*breeiy." God's offer ; (2) Man’s oppertunit y. 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 
GOD’s INVITATIONS, 


1, Their End: 
Salvation g. 45 : 22). 
Life (Isa. 55:9; Ezek. $33 


Communion y ‘with Christ duet. 8 : 20). 
Rest al + 28-80) 
Setinfaction ( n (Isa, 55: 1, 2; John 7 : $7). 


2. Their inducements : 
God’s goodness (Isa. 55 : 
yma t generosty (isa BS: ie 
er (Isa. : 22). 
= The sone cleansed wins 1: 18). 
he spirit given (Prov, 1 : 28). 
3. ba Neglect : 


Common (Matt. 22 : 8-5 ; Luke 14: 17, 18). 
Poriloua (Prov. 1 : eas: Matt. 22 : 2-4). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


Last week’s lesson is immediately followed by an account 
of the opening of the seventh seal (Rev. 8:1). The twelve 
chapters (8-19) succeeding are mainly occupied with visions 
of conflict. Seven trumpets are sounded; signs of disaster, 
each more terrible than its predecessor (Rev. 8:11). A new 
group of symbolical images appears in chapters 12-14. 
Seven vials (bowls) are poured out; with this series “is fin- 
ished the wrath of God” (Rev. 15, 16). The main difference 
of opinion among commentators is respecting the relation of 
these visions; that is, whether they represent the same series 


seem to point te a 5 final eonflict; ‘Babgloa representing the 
last form of organized opposition to Christ and his kingdom 
on earth, 

But the mention of the millennium in chapter 20 occasions 
a great difficulty. During a period of a thousand years there 
will be a restraint of Satan, and a triumph of believers. Will 
this follow the second advent? Will it be succeeded by 
another conflict? On the answers to these and similar ques- 
tions whole libraries have been written. Chapter 20 is obscure 
in its plainest details, and the chronological relation of the 
various parts of the Apocalypse is not yet established. 

It is, however, reasonable to claim that the final victory 
and glory after all conflicts, whenever they occur, is portrayed 
in chapters 21 and 22 (first half). The familiar figure of a 
city points to organized society; the city is properly called 
the New Jerusalem, since the Jews were familiar with this 
typical name, After the vision of the heavenly city, the con- 
cluding words of the prophetical portion occur (Rev. 22: 
6, 7); then comes the lesson, which is the practical con- 
clusion of the book, and, at the same time, a fitting close of 
the entire New Testament. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PRESIDENT TIMOTHY DWIGHT. 


With the fifth verse of the twenty-second chapter the visions 
of the book of Revelation come totheirend. Beginning with 
the sixth verse, the writer adds a concluding passage which, 
in relation to the plan of the book, may be called the epilogue. 
The correspondence between the sixth and seventh verses and 
the opening verses of the first chapter will be noticed. There 
can be no doubt that the expression “These words are faith- 
ful and true” (v. 6) refers to the entire contents of the book ; 
and thus the author formally closes his record of the revela- 
tion with a solemr. declaration, which had been given to him 
by the angel, of the truth of what was made known. The 
assurance is also given that the coming of the Lord, and thus 
the final and full realization of the things to which the book 
points, are to take place shortly ; and a blessing is pronounced, 
as at the beginning, upon those who keep the words of the 
prophecy. 
At the eighth verse, where the lesson of the present week 
begins, the writer again declares that he is the one who heard 
and saw the things which he has now recorded. In doing so, 
he names himself once more, as he had done in the first chapter. 
Verses 8, 9.—And I John am he that heard and saw these 
things: The Revised Version renders the original words here . 
more accurately than the Authorized Version, which has 
“ And I John saw and heard,” etc. The writer does not sim- 
ply declare that he saw and heard, but that he is the person 
who heard and saw. He thus emphatically calls attention to 
the fact that the revelation which Jesus Christ received from 
God to, be,communicated to his servants was given through 
his angel to his servant John. The participles which, with 
the article, are "here translated “he that heard,” etc. are in 
the present tense, and strictly mean: I am the hearer and 
seer, the one hearing and seeing. They individualize the 
writer himself as the one, and the only one, receiving the 
visions. In the next sentence the past tense occurs, which 
looks back to the time when the visions were given: And 
when I heard and saw,—TI fell down to worship before the feet of 
the angel which showed me these things: The correspondence of 
these words with those which are found in Revelation 19: 10, 
and the fact that here, as there, the visions which immedi- 
ately precede seem to be connected with what is said of “one 
of the seven angels who had the seven bowls” (see Rev. 21; 
9; 17:1), lead to the conclusion that the angel here referred 
to is this “ one of the seven.” The seven angels having the 
seven bowls introduce the final stage of the revelation, and, 
after the seventh has poured out his bowl (Rev. 16: 17), one 
of the seven comes forward to give the last revelations, The 
dignity and prominence of this angel are thus distinctly 
marked ; and in connection with his greatness and the great- 
ness of the things which he has to reveal, the seer is over 
powered, as if in the presence of a most highly exalted, if not 
even a divine, being. He falls prostrate before him, to offer 
him reverence and worship.—And he saith wnto me, See thou dt 
it not: I am a fellow-servant with thee and with thy brethren th 
prophets, and with them which keep the words of this book : worship 
God: These words differ in some points from those of Reve 
lation 19 : 10, with which they so nearly correspond. Among 
the differences is to be noticed, first, that after the word 
“brethren” the words “the prophets” are added ; and, sec- 
ondly, that the “brethren” are thereby distinguished from 
those who “keep the words,” etc. No such distinction is 
made in Revelation 19:10. The angel who is employed to 
give the revelation, and the seer to whom it is givgn to be 
communicated to the servants of God, have a peculiar position 
which they share in common,—that of prophets. They are 
both concerned, and in a similar way, in the communication 
of the prophetic visions. As the prophetic character of the 
book is made prominent in this closing passage, the presenta- 
tion of this common relation to it, on the part of the two 
instrumental agents employed in bringing the revelation which 
it contains to the knowledge of men, is very naturally made 








of events under varied imagery, or successive periods, 
Chapters 17-19, setting forth the destruction ef Babylon, 








im this place. A third point.of difference between this verse 








December 4, 1886.] 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


TTS 








and Revelation 19 : 10 is the substitution of the words “ which 
keep the words of this book” for the words “that hold the 
testimony of Jesus.’ If the latter words, as found in Revela- 
tion 19: 10, refer to all faithful Christians, and thus to the 
sume persons with the former words as found in Revelation 
22 : 9, the substitution is probably connected with the fact that 
the writer is now bringing the book to its close, and is gather- 
ing up, as it were, all its sayings and visions as the things to 
be kept in the readers’ minds and hearts. If, on the other 
hand, those who hold the testimony (Rev. 19: 10) are, as 
many believe, those who bear witness as prophets, the persons 
who “keep the words” are not alluded to in that place, but are 
made prominent here at the end. Worship God: The angel 
places himself on the same plane with the writer, and even 
with the Christian readers, as a fellow-servant, and as such 
rejects worship, because worship is to be rendered to God only. 

Verse 10.—And he saith unto me, Seal nut up the words of the 
prophecy of this book ; for the time is at hand: At the close of 


the book of Daniel (Dan. 12: 4, 9), the prophet is directed to, 


seal the book till the time of the end, whigh, it is intimated, 
is far distant. Here the time is at hand, and the writer is 
bidden not to seal the book. The words of this verse accord- 
ingly indicate that it was deemed essential that the prophecy 
should at once be made known, and that the Christian readers 
should be made acquainted with the experiences which they 
would soon be called to undergo, and also the consolations, 
encouragements, and promises which were to be connected 
with them, and which pointed to the final victory and reward. 
The expression “The time is at hand” is repeated here from 
the third verse of the first chapter; and as it is made so 
prominent and emphatic both at the beginning and the end 
of the book, we must hold that “#é end,” or the time of the 
“ Lord’s coming,” appeared to the writer to be, in some sense, 
near at hand; that the beginning of the experiences pictured 
in the visions, or the beginning of the end, was in the imme- 
diate future, as viewed from the standpoint of the time of 
“writing. 
Verse 11.—He that is unrighteous, let him do unrighteousness 
still: and he that ts filthy, let him be made filthy still: and he 
that is righteous, let him do righteousness still: and he that is 
holy, let him be made holy still: As this verse stands between 
the words “The time is at hand” (v. 10) and “ Behold, I come 
quickly” (v. 12), and as the latter words introduce a passage 
having reference to rewards and destiny, the interpretation of 
the verse must be determined in accordance with its position. 
The thought seems to be that, as the end is at hand, and the 
great decision is to be made, the results are already, as it were, 
determined by the course which each man has taken or chosen 
for himself,—the law of developing character must be expected 
to work out its own result, The verse may also with 
it an implied exhortation to turn the character into the right 
line of development while there is yet opportunity, and before 
the nearly approaching end comes. The verbs “be made 
filthy” and “be made holy” are not improbably used here in 
the sense of the middlé voiée In the Greek’ ‘Let him continue 
to pollute himself with sin ; let him continue to sanctify him- 
self. The word rendered “still” in the text of the Authorized 
and Revised Versions may possibly have the meaning given 
in the Revised Version margin, “yet more.” The words of 
the Revised Version, “do unrighteousness, do righteousness,” 
represent the original: the former the Greek verb which is 
certainly found in the verse; and the latter the Greek expres- 
sion which appears in the oldest and best authorities—more 
accurately than “be unjust” and “be righteous,” which the 
Authorized Version gives. 
Verses 12, 13.—Behold, I come quickly ; and my reward is 


with me, to render to each man according as his work is. I am | 


the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and 
the end: The first words of verse 12, which are repeated here 
from verse 7, seem to have a special connection with what 
follows. The speedy coming, and the certainty of the accom- 
plishment of the end, which is implied in the words of verse 
18 (see Rev. 1: 8, Lesson [X.), are thus made introductory to 
verses 14 and 15,—the thought of verse 14 being especially 
prominent. As the coming of the Lord is at hand, and as 
he who is the Alpha and the Omega will surely bring to pass 
the results referred to in the visions, the followers of the 
Lamb will be blessed, and will enter into the city, while all 
others are excluded. In view of this, accordingly, those who 
follow the Lamb may be pronounced happy and blessed even 
now. The words of verse 12 are spoken by the angel in the 
name of Jesus, or we may hold that the writer intends to 
‘introduce Jesus himself as speaking here, as he certainly 
does in verse 16. The words of verse 13 are used of God the 
Father in the other two places where they occur (Rev. 1: 8; 
21:6). ‘The words “the first and the last,” however, are 
spoken by Jesus of himself in Revelation 1:17 and 2: 8, 
The most natural explanation of the more extended and full 
expression in the present case—seeing that the verse is placed 
between verse 12 and verse 16, and the thought apparently 
 thoves directly forward from the former to the latter—is that 
it here refers to Jesus. If so, it is a striking and solemn 
appropriation to himself, on the part of Christ, of a title which 
especially belongs to God, and the use of the title points to 
“the equality of the Son wil the Father. My reward is with 
wiz, t tender to each man according as hss work is: The recom- 





pense to be given at the time of final decision is declared to 
be in accordance with the “ work,’ which here seems to 
include all the “ works” (compare, for example, 2 Cor. 5 : 10) 
of the entire life, and is thus the thing which shows the 
character. 

Verse 14,— Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may 


‘have the right to come to the tree of life, and may enter in by the 


gates into the city: The imagery here is borrowed from chapter 
21 to 22: 5. It sets forth, by the use of the prominent terms 
of the preceding description, the blessedness of the reward 
and of the life of the New Jerusalem. The expression 
“wash their robes” (Rev. Ver.) represents what is probably 
the correct text of the original, rather than “do his com- 
mandments” (Auth. Ver.). The washing of the robes is 
symbolic of purification from sin and its defilement, and is 
effected by means of the blood of Christ, As the blessing 
is here pronounced on those who put themselves in the way 
of securing the reward, and not simply on those who are 
already in the full realization of it, the writer naturally uses the 
expression “wash their robes, that they may have,” rather 
than “ for” or “ because they have.” The words of verse 15 
are evidently intended to describe, in contrast to the righteous 
and holy (v. 11), the unrighteous and filthy,—that is, the 
enemies of the kingdom, those who have the mark of the 
beast, the persons who are set forth throughout the book as 
wicked, and as the servants of Satan. A similar list of words 
is found in Revelation 21:8. In that verse the comprehen- 
sive term “the unbelieving” is placed before the words used 
here; and to this term is added “ the fearful,” which seems to 
refer to those who do not have steadfast endurance, but shrink 
back from that conflict or trial which is before them. With- 
out: This word indicates exclusion from the city. This verse 
points to what awaits these classes of persons; and, at the 
same time, serves to set forth with greater emphasis, by reason 
of the contrast, the importance of securing the reward by 
living the righteous life, and by washing the robes before the 
end shall come. 

Verse 16.—I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you 
these things for the churches. Iam the root and the offspring of 
Dawid, the bright, the morning star: The Lord here makes a 
solemn declaration of that which is set forth in the title of 
the book (Rev. 1: 1-3)—that he has sent his angel to give the 
messages and revelations to the writer of the book for com- 
munication to the churches, This declaration of the Lord 
repeats and answers to the affirmation made by the angel in 
verse 6; but what is there affirmed of God is here declared 
by Jesus of himself. The double repetition, at the end of 
the book, of what is stated at its beginning, is in accord- 
ance with the artistic and poetic plan on which the book 
is constructed. The expression “the root of David” corres- 
ponds with chapter 5:5 (see Lesson X.), and is explained 
here by the additional words “and offspring.” The bright, the 
morning star: These words describe the Lord as being the 
one who introduces the eternal day, and who is the light of 
it. In Revelation 21 : 23, the Lamb is ‘said to be the lamp, 
or light, of the city which is the blessed abode of the saints, 
The two expressions in the latter part of this verse present 
Christ as the Messianic King in the line of David, and as the 
one who brings the consummation of the messianic age. 

Verse 17.—And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And he 
that heareth, let him say, Come. And he that is.athirst, let him 
come: he that will, let him take the water of life freely: It is 
somewhat doubtful whether the earlier portion of this verse 
is to be understood as a response to the Lord’s words (v. 16), 
or as a continuation of those words, or, finally, whether the 
whole verse may not be regarded as a kind of summing up of 
the universal summons and invitation to accept the offered 
blessings, which the writer conceives of as coming from the Holy 
Spirit and from the whole Church to every man. If the first 
explanation is given, the word “ come” is to be interpreted in 
the same sense as in verses 7, 12, and 20, and as referring to 
the Lord’s coming. The Spirit in the Church,—perhaps, 
also, the writer means to say the Spirit in the prophets,—and 
the Church itself, respond to Jesus’ words by the prayer that he 
will come. If either of the other two explanations is adopted, 
this word “come” contains the invitation addressed to men. 
This latter sense is, in any case, that which belongs to the 
word in the third sentence of the verse. A wide and uni- 
versal invitation is thus given at the close of the book, by 
which all who thirst for the blessedness of the messianic 
kingdom are summoned to come and partake of it; and every 
one who wishes to have the true life is assured that he may 
have it freely. If the first part of the verse refers to the 
“coming of the Lord,” the reference in the latter part is to 
that complete blessedness which is realized at his coming, and 
ever afterwards. The context also makes it probable that 
this reference in the latter part of the verse is prominent in 
the writer’s thought. Truly this may be called, as in the 
title of this lesson, The Great Invitation. 

Verses 18, 19.—TI testify wnto every man that heareth the words 
of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto them, God 
shall add unto him the plagues which are written in this Wook: and 
tf any man shall take away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away kis part from the tree of life, and 
out of the holy city, which are written in this book: These words 
seem to be the words of the writer himself, and the solemn 





character of the declaration is apparently due to the solemn 
and weighty character of the revelation which has come from 
God himself. This revelation has to do with the great and 
final issues of the future,—with the things which precede 
and accompany the coming of the Loré. The addition or 
removal of anything would accordingly be, not like an adding 
to or taking away from an ordinary book, but a vital and 
essential change in the declaration of what was in the coun- 
sels of God. The threatening which the verses contain is 
expressed in the poetic language of the preceding visions,— 
the one who adds to, or takes away from, the words of the 
prophecy of the book, will lose the experience of the ble:se.!- 
ness of God’s servants, and suffer the evil which befalls his 
enemies. J testify: The verb is used in the sense of a formal 
asseveration, to which heed is to be given by those to whom 
it is addressed. The word “I,” as here used, is emp)atie,-— 
the writer coming forward in his own personality asa prophet. 
To every man that heareth: That is, in the churches, or in the 
case of the public reading of the book, The warning is piven 
to all hearers, or, as we should say in our time, to all readers 
of the prophecy. It is thus a universal warning. 

Verse 20.—He which testifieth these things saith, Yea: I come 
quickly. Amen: come, Lord Jesus: The writer seems to feel 
that he must once more, before closing the record of his 
visions and revelation, add the promise of the speedy coming 
as given by Jesus himself, and respond to it with his own 
prayer for that coming. He which testijieih these thinys: The 
reference is apparently to all the contents of the book, The 
promise and the response are both introduced—as is befitting 
in the position in which they stand—by the words of assevera- 
tion “Yea” and “Amen.” Verily, assuredly, I come quickly ; 
so let it be, do thou come. 

Verse 21.—The grace of the Lord Jesus be with the saints. 
Amen: On this closing verse, Dr. Milligan aptly remarks: 
“The words are in striking harmony with what we have 
found to be the tone and character of the whole book. It was 
especially intended to describe the fortunes of the saints; it 
was written for their sakes, to encourage and strengthen them ; 
it has now reached a point at which we behold nothing but 
saints in the new heavens and new earth; and its closing 
salutation is to them. Amen, so let it be.” And thus the 
great invitation points to the great blessedness which awaits 
all wh accept it; and the glorious apocalyptic vision is of 
the “multitude, which no man can number, out of every na- 
tion, and of all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, arrayed in white robes, and 
palms in their hands; and crying with a great voice, saying, 
Salvation unto our God which sitteth on the throne, and unto 
the Lamb.” Whosoever will, let him unite himself to that 
multitude, and thus have the right to come to the tree of lif, 
and to enter in by the gates into the city. 





THE TWO INVITATIONS. 
BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D,, LL.D. 


This chapter introduces us to one of the most unfortunate 
of all the “ misread passages” of the New Testament. For 
many truly evangelical people seem to suppose that the Holy 
Ghost and the Church are unitedly pleading with unconverted 
men to come and take the water of life freely. This cannot 
be, for the verb is in the singular number, and a grammatical 
form so rigid refuses accommodation to such a use. Moreover, 
the change of sentiment is too abrupt if we turn so suddenly 
from what is the main subject of the chapter, namely, the 
coming of our Saviour, to the offer of redemption and the 
office of expostulation with sinners. Evidently we should 
divide the verse. There are two invitations, not just one 
only. There is acry to Christ, “Come thou.” And then 
there is a call to sinners, “Come, take the water of life freely.” 

I. “ The Spirit and the bridesay, Come.” ‘This is first, and 
both the Holy Ghost and the Church join in it. It is 
addressed to the Saviour in heaven, and is a longing ery for 
him to come back to the earth to dwell with his people, as he 
once said he surely would by and by. 

1. But now let us inquire why the Spirit desires Christ's 
return to the world he left not long ago. Why does he begin 
to say, “Come”? 

One reason may be found in the fact that the entire work 
of this Third Person of the adorable Trinity was made sub- 
ordinate to the final work of the Second Person. Jesus 
Christ gave a forward look to everything he commissioned 
the Comforter todo. The Spirit seals the heirs of redemp- 
tion, and then they go on praying for the redemption to dawn. 
He helps them in their petitions “with groanings which can- 
not be uttered.” The Holy Spirit was given to testify, not at 
all of himself, but of Jesus Christ alone. He was to bring 
to remembrance the things of Christ. And he knows that 
the grand consummation of Christ’s glory is to be attained 
when the Son of man shall come in the clouds of heaven. 

Another reason may be found in the fact that the plan of 
redemption appears to move forward so slowly against the 
hindrances it meets even under the bleze of gospel privilege. 
Men are dull and stupid and malignant and selfish. ‘They 
provoke the Lord to jealousy every day as the years pass on. 
They grieve the Spirit with unceasing rebellion against his 
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striving. They quench the Spirit even while he is kindling 
fresh zeal in them. So he cries, “Come,” as the bride does. 

_%. “The Spirit and the bride say, Come.” ‘Why does this 
bride, who is the Church, cry thus for Jesus Christ’s return? 
Because she is his bride, we reply, and longs for her husband 
to come and take her home, 

Observe, for one thing, that this prayer is one which is 
prompted from God himself. The phraseology here is quite 
peculiar. We have not been told that the Spirit says, Come, 
and then the bride says, Come. These two are linked together; 
it is the “Spirit and the bride” as one voice that send aloft the 
invitation. And this means that (as one of the old com- 


the Spirit say, Come.” The Holy Ghost indites this prayer. 

Observe, also, that this prayer is one which has been offered 
as far back as the history of the world runs, For wistful 
ages has such a song and a cry gone up from the church of 
the living God that there might be furnished to men new 
heavens and a new earth; that a millenium might succeed 
in which there should be release from conflict with a host of 
pains and aches of sin, We are not intelligent enough 
always to agree in our views of the fature; but the church 
keeps praying on. 

Observe, once more, that this prayer is one which is founded 
upon a promise. Such forms of supplication are like the 
blanks that opulent princes might be supposed to issue on 
some great largesse-day to be used by such as desire to present 
petitions to themselves. One has asort of unusual confidence 
that he will be heard when a sovereign is condescending 
caough to send him a promise to grant the precise favors he 
‘was purposing to pray for. Thrice inthis very chapter Jesus 
Christ is represented as saying the same thing (see verses 7, 
12, and 20), Soin person the Saviour told his disciples (John 
14:8). And he sent back from heaven the promise as he 
ascended (Acts 1 : 9-11). 

Observe, in the fourth place, that this prayer is one which 
lies under the altar in heaven, where the martyrs are remem- 
bered. That is, there is at least one petition which goes over 
from this life into the life to come as a common longing in 
both the militant and the triumphant church. Study the 
vision described in the sixth chapter, and note that the New 
Revision rejects the words “and see” in every instance. Each 
“living creature” says “Come,” the same word used in our 
lemon. And now consider the prayer of the martyrs in verses 
@11. Dean Alford says, in commenting upon the whole pas- 
gage: “I see represented in this fourfold Erchou the ‘ groan- 
ing and travailing together’ of creation for the ‘manifestation 
of the sons of God;’ expressed, in every case, in a prayer for 
Christ's coming; and in the things revealed, when the seals 
‘@xeopened, his fourfold preparation for his coming on earth.” 

Observe, finally, that this prayer is one which is already 
given its seal of assurance in response,—in the closing verses 
ef the Bible (Rev. 22: 20, 21). 

Il. We now take up the second invitation; and we shall 
see that close connection holds between them, but they are 
perfectly distinct. 

1, Let us, in the outset, get a clear notion of the form of 
this call, In the New Revision some changes of phraseology 
have been introduced which render the verse more classical, 
perhaps, but less familiar to our acquaintance. From among 
the words we miss the face of our dear old friend “ Whoso- 
ever.” In the Greek there are mentioned, in the same con- 
struction, three classes of actors and three peculiarities of 
action. Each has a participle and an imperative verb, thus: 
The hearing one, let him say ; the thirsting one, let him come; 
the willing one, let him take. There could be a “whosoever” 
to each of them in turn. 

There is a very touching naivete in the remark made just 
here by the Rey. Charles H. Spurgeon. He says: “I must 
confess I cannot quite tell you how it is that the sense of my 
text glides away from the coming ef Jesus Christ to the earth 
inte the coming of sinners to Christ—but it does. Like colors 
that blend, or strains of music that melt inte each other, so 
this first sense slides into the second.” 

2. Such being the suggestive form of this invitation, let us, 
in the second place, look at its significant force as a call 
to sinners, 

Observe, for one thing, that the gospel call is so constituted 
as to put all available Christian experience into instant 
service. It is he who has heard the voice of grace that is 
comraissioned to urge it. 

What one gains, he must give away. And hence this 
abrupt first member of the sentence, “ Let him that heareth 
say, Come,” appears to belong to each invitation. Thus: 
The Spirit and the bride say, Come; and let him that hear- 
eth them saying it, say it likewise; and let sinners who are 
thirsting come, and let every one who hears and accepts a 
call to come, pass along that call to others; and whosoever is 
willing to be saved, let him come and take of the water of 
life freely ; and as an almoner of inexhaustible grace, let him 
call others in turn. 

For another thing, observe that the gospel invitation is so 
conditioned as that it makes a man’s constitutional necessity 
his immediate motive, It is the thirsting one who is bidden 
to come and drink. 


from all defilement, and to be at peace with God, that the 
gospel lays hold upon, and makes the sole condition of imme- 
diate satisfaction and rest. 


“ Let not conscience make you linger, nor of fitness fondly dream: 
All the fitness God requireth is to feel your need of him.” 

Hence, lastly, observe the gospel call is so constructed 
as that it utilizes a human purpose as a value. It is the soul 
that willeth which is welcomed to come and take of the water 
of life freely, 

One never wants to parse in preaching; and still it is neces- 
sary to make clear that this word rendered “will” is not an 
auxiliary, but a principal verb. It is not as if the verse said, 
“Whosoever will take, let him take the water of life.” It is 
a word by itself, and seeks to describe a purpose or an inten- 
tion; it is the same as that Jesus used (John.5: 40). A child 
once said: “ Religion is ju sttrying and trusting.” 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H., CLAY TRUMBULL. 


When I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet 
of the angel which showed me these things. And he saith wnto me, 
See thou do tt not: . . . worship God (vs. 8,9), Even so spir- 
itually minded a believer as the apostle John could mis- 
take a messenger of God for God himself, or could proffer to 
the messenger the adoration due only to God. God’s mes- 
senger often seems nearer to us than God seems, God’s 
messenger often seems more real to us than God seems. The 
help which God’s messenger brings to us sometimes seems so 
great, and the messenger himself seems so admirable, that we 
lose thought of God in our loving thought of one who thus 
represents God. Then it is that there is need of the angel’s 
injunction to the mistaken profferer of worship: “See thou 
do it not,... Worship God.” It is right to receive God’s mes- 
senger as a messenger of God. It is right to be lovingly and 
reverently grateful for the help and sympathy and inspiration 
which are brought to us by the messenger of God. But God’s 
messenger must neither be reckoned in the place of God, nor 
receive the heart-homage which belongs only to God. If 
God’s messenger be so admirable, how much more admirable 
must He be, whose messenger is only the faintest reflection 
of His goodness, His power, and His ministry of love. 

Seal not up the words of the prophecy of this book ; for the time 
is at hand (v.10). There are many ways of sealing up the 
words of the prophecy of this book of Revelation. One way 
is by saying that no one can understand these words; and that 
it is folly to inquire into their meaning. Another way is by 
saying that these words are of less practical importance to the 
children of God than are other portions of the New Testament 
or of the Old. The inspired writer of this book declares at 
its beginning: “ Blessed is he that readeth, and they that 
hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things which 
are written therein: for the time is at hand.” And now at 
the close of this book an angel counsels: “Seal not up the 
words of the prophecy of this book ; for the time is at hand.” 
Is there another book in all the Book of books which opens 
and closes with such an assurance of the importance and the 
gain of the study of the text within? And if this be God’s 
estimate of the relative value of this portion of the Bible for 
study, in comparison with other portions, ought we not to 
beware lest, through its neglect, we fail of a blessing to our- 
selves; or lest by a sneer we hinder others from gaining that 
blessing for themselves? : 

He that is wnrightcous, let him do unrighteousness still [or, yet 
more]: and he that és filthy, let him be made filthy still [or, yet 
more]: and he that is righteous, let him do righteousness still [or, 
yet more]: and he that is holy, let him be made holy still [or, yes 
more] (v. 11). A man’s eternal state is fixed by his own 
choice, rather than by an arbitrary decree of God. God 
would have no man to perish. God would have all men to 
be saved. God has been doing, and is doing, all that is pos- 
sible to induce men to be righteous and holy, and to turn 
away from sin and death. But at the close of man’s proba- 
tion, man is permitted to continued unhindered in the direc- 
tion of his deliberate and persistent preference. There is not 
a soul in hell which has longings for the holiness of heaven. 
Here, in the life that is, a man has chosen his trend for all 
eternity. Either he has struggled God-ward despite all the 
hindrances from within and from without, or he has struggled 
away from God despite all the inducements to well-doing 
from within and from without. Finally, God has consented 
to relieve the soul of farther conflict, and to permit it to go on 
thenceforward more and more, forever and ever, in the direo- 
tion of its own trend, 

He that is athirsi, let him come: he thai will, let him take the 
wader of life freely (v.17). Noman shall be forced into heaven. 
No man shall be made the companion of the redeemed, if he 
desires the companionship of those who are outside of the 
gates of the City of God. He must be athirst, or the water 
of life is of no value to him. But if he thirsts, he can drink 

and be filled. The water of life is freely proffered to those 
who will take it; but it will not be sought by those who have 
no thirst. The proffer of salvation is an act of God’s free 
grace. He makes that proffer to all, The acceptance or the 





And it is just this strong and pemionate desire to be free 





will. “He that is athirst, let him come: he that will, let 
him take the water of life freely.” 





TEACHING HINTS, 
BY A, F. SCHAUFFLER, D.D. 


For seven years we have been steadily going through the 
Word, and now we come to the last lesson of the course. We 
began in an earthly Eden, and we close with an invitation to 
a heavenly Paradise. We have learned about man’s guilt, 
about God’s grace, and now we have an invitation to partake 
of God’s glory. Guilt, grace, glory,—these are the main 
themes of the whole Word of God. To-day we may perhaps 
do well to study God’s invitation and man’s answer. 

1, God's Invitation.—How is it given? It is given by the 
Holy Spirit. The Spirit says “Come.”! He speaks in men’s 
hearts oftentimes. Many of our scholars have heard his 
voice during the past seven years. At prayer-meetings, in 
school, in church, in the stillness of their own thoughts, they 
have heard him saying “Come.” It is given by the Church, 
which is the “ Bride” of Christ. For this her ministers are 
preaching (that is, proclaiming) the glad tidings. It is given 
by teachers and Christian friends, who have themselves heard 
it and heeded it. They, too, say “Come.” How is it given? 
It is given often. We ourselves invite friends once, and if 
they decline, we cease to ask. We feel insulted if our invita- 
tion is rudely rejected, and never send a second time. But 
God sends and sends and sends. It would appall many of us 
were we to count the number of times that we have been 
called by God to “Come.” We should be alarmed lest his 
patience become exhaustgl, and he should say: “I wiil no 
longer invite that soul.” How isit given? It is given freely. 
“Whosoever will.” Can anything be broader than that? 
“Whosoever” excludes no one. Take the most degraded, 
the oldest, the vilest sinner on earth, and “ whosoever” 
includes even him, Only one invitation” is laid down, and 
that lies in the very necessity of the case, It is only willing- 
ness that is asked for. No one is ever forced into Paradise. 
But every willing soul is welcome. If any are really willing . 
to be made fit for that abode, God stands pledged to prepare 
them, and in his own good time to take them to the better 
land. No money, no price, no conditions, no writing, is 
required save desire and willingness. Could God have made 
it freer than this? 

2. Man’s Answer—Many have answered, “Accepted with 
gratitude.” These are the true Christians of our time, and 
of all time. Many in this school are among this number, 
But alas! the great majority have sent answer, “I pray thee 
have me excused.” Do these persons wish to be excused for- 
ever? No, not forever; but just at present they want to be 
excused from accepting this divine offer. See now what are 
the excuses they offer. ~ 

One excuse: “I am too busy just now to attend to religion.” 
The person who offers this excuse is bent on study, on gain, 
on politics, on household cares. So they are too busy to 
attend church, too busy to read the, Bible, too busy to pray. 
Will they be too busy to die when their time comes? Will 
they be too busy to be present at the judgment day? Will 
they ? 

Another excuse: “I want to enjoy life a little first; and 
then I will attend to God’s call.” Young people often answer 
in this way. Such are “ lovers of pleasure more than lovers 
of God.” ‘Yet this is one of the deceits of Satan, Real, last- 
ing enjoyment is found only in a godly life, in spite of all that 
Satan may say. Sinful joys are like the wine-cup, which for 
a short while exhilarates, and then stabs with untold sorrows, 
When the invitation came to Moses, he chose to accept it, 
esteeming that it was better to “suffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season” 
(Heb, 11: 25). Had Peter on the Mount of Transfiguration 
asked Jesus what he then thought of the wisdom of his choice, 
what do you think his answer would have been? Has any 
one anywhere ever seen a person dying who regretted having 
renounced sinful pleasures for truc godliness? Is not rather 
the contrary the uniform experience of pastors the werld 
over? And is your case different from that of all ether men? 

Another excuse : “I am as good as many church-members, and 
T guess I shall get through as well as they.” (How weary we sre 
of this hoary excuse!) But what if those church-members 
referred to should not get through? What if they should 
fall through? ‘For any man to say, “I am as good as same 
Judas, or some Simon Magus,” can surely afford him amall 
comfort. He whe is no better than some church-membes 

are, will perish forever with them. Is that any comfeet forus? 

Another excuse: “I am too young. By and by is thne 
enough.” This is perhaps the most common excuse ef all in 
our Sunday-schools, Were it not for God's infinite patience, 
but few who offer this poor, flimsy excuss would ever get te 


1 Norg.—It will be observed that Dr. Schauffier employs the call 
“Come,” in its first two invitations, as if it were a call from Jesus, 
instead of a call on Jesus. In this he agrees with Bishop Ryle. 
Miss Pearce takes a similar view. Dr. Robinson marks the 
distinction between the first two the last two calls im the text; 


and President Dwight shews bow tte call en Jesus 





rejection of that proffer of salvation is an ect of man’s free 
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that heavenly land. You say you are too young yet. Well, 
when you are too young to do wrong, and too young to die, 
then we will admit that you are too young to accept God’s 
great invitation, But there are young sinners as well as old, 
and there are small graves as well as large ones. Who 
prompts us to say “Time enough”? Satan. And who is it 
that says “Now”? God. And is the old lie to be believed 
and acted upon again, and the truth of God to be disbelieved? 
See. Last January, during the week of prayer, many scholars 
were serious, and heard God’s voice inviting them very clearly. 
But they put it off from day to day. Did they then think 
that a whole year would pass, and the invitation still remain 
unaccepted? Yet here we are at the close of this year, and 
still the soul says, “ Not now. By and by.” How long is this 
to last? Is there not danger that at last God may say “Cut 
him down. Why cumbereth he the ground?” 

Another excuse: “If I accept the invitation, I cannot hold 
out.” Who asks you to hold out? Just let God hold you, 
and you are safe. Not even the oldest minister could hold 
out another day in his own strength, and of course you could 
not. But all that we need do is to let God hold out for us. 
He will help us, if we commit ourselves into his care, even 
unto the end. No fear of my “not holding out” if God bears 
me in his arms. 

Will God excuse you? Yes, if you insist upon it. He may 
press you again and again, but if you only remain firm he 
will excuse you at last. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


John’s Last Message.—-On the very last page of the Bible 
we have the last words of John, and through him the last 
words spoken to us by Jesus, until he shall come again. 
Where had John been permitted to look? What had he 
seen in heaven? s if he felt afraid we could not believe all 
the glory he had written about, he says once more: “I John 
saw these things, and heard them.” When did John lean 
his head on the Saviour’s breast? When did Jesus ask Peter 
three times, “Lovest thou me”? Then Peter asked Jesus 
something about John, and Jesus answered: “If I will that 
he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?” Did Jesus come 
to John in old age? Where? We have learned much of 
what was revealed, shown to John, and in this closing lesson 
of the year we have his last message. He was so overjoyed 
at the glory he saw, that he fell down before the angel to 
worship him; but the angel said, “I am a fellow-servant,”— 
one of thy brethren, one of those who keep the sayings of this 
book. “Worship God.” 

' ‘The Last Condition —The angel told John not to seal the 
book ; for some of the things he had written were soonsto take 
place. Jesus said, “Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is 
with me;” as each one has lived, so shall they be rewarded 
or punished. Do we know that we shal) live to the close of 
another year, or even to the beginning of the new year? 
Can any little child know whether it may live to be old, 
or whether Jesus shall early call it to himself? So sud- 
denly he sometimes comes, there is no time to prepare at the 
last; the wicked will be wicked forever, but those who have 
tried to do right, trusting in Jesus’ righteousness, shall be 
righteous forever. We are not left in fear, not knowing the 
way to heaven. In many ways we are taught how we may 
enter the holy place John tells of; and in the last verses of 
the Bible we are told again, in a few plain words—Do his 
commandments, 

One More Promise.—The Bible is full of promises, and this 
is the last promise of reward: “Blessed are they that do his 
commandments.” What is promised them? They have 
right to the tree of life. That means a right to all the joys 
of heaven; for heaven will bring joy more surely than a tree 
yields frait. John wrote that the tree of life was by the side 
of the river of life, always yielding fruit, and its leaves were 
for healing. Who can enjoy the fruit of that tree of life? 
They shall be healed of every pain or trouble of earth. Where 
is the tree of life? Only in the heavenly city which John 
said had streets of gold and walls adorned with precious stones, 
It will be so bright and glorious that nothing can help us to 
picture its glory but to think of shining gold and rare jewels. 
Who can enter there? They who do his commandments ; 
and again John says they that have wasked their robes in the 
blood of the Lamb. That means those who own and love 
Jesus as their Saviour because he died for them, they will do 
his commandments; for to such he gives his spirit to help 
them love and obey. They wil] enter the golden city never 
to go out, to live forever where the tree of life is, and to have 
every joy and comfort the soul can know. Who will be shut 
out? Murderers and wicked ones, those who cared nothing 
for God or the truth. Would those who on earth hated God 
be happy to live with him forever? Outside in such a com- 
pany will be those who would not listen or believe, all who 
ever loved or made a lie. Will you ever let a lie or deceiv- 
ing actions put you in danger of having such dreadful com- 
panions ? 

‘ One More Call—Jesus himself, who so often ssid “ Come,” 

... sends a last invitation. It is Jesus, the Son of God, once 

here, the Son of man, who says, “I am the root and the off- 





spring of David, and the bright and morning star.” Do you 
remember why he was called the “Son of David”? Did 
you ever see the morning star in the sky? While the night 
is yet dark, that star is clear and bright, and surely tells that 
morning is near. A lady was in sorrow; life looked very 
dark ; she could not see hope in the future. One night she 
could not sleep ; she was anxious and troubled through long, 
weary hours. She rose, and went to the window. Bright and 
beautiful one star looked, as if it had been shining only for 
her. She told a friend: “It seemed to say to me, ‘Why 
should you fear? Though the way looks dark to you, I am 
watching. I am the bright and morning star’” She said: 
“Tt gave me such a sense of peace, I lay down and slept until 
sunrise.” Will you let Jesus, the bright and morning star, 
shine in your soul? This is the call that John heard, 
“Come.” The Spirit says, “Come.” The Bride says, “Come.” 
We know that the Bride means the Church, for so John 
calls it. Your pastor, parents, teachers, all want you to bea 
Christian child; and, through them, the Church calls, “ Come.” 
Every one who hears the call should say “Come” to others. 
Can you inviteany? “ Let him that isathirst come.” Every 
time you want something better, surer, than the world can 
give, you are athirst, and to you is the call, “Come.” Every- 
body who is willing is called to come. When you are bidden to 
take the water of life freely, it is a call to take Jesus to be your 
everlasting friend and Saviour. Do you remember other calls 
to come in our lessons of the year? Any examples of those 
who came to Jesus? For next week’s review, write them in 
a little note, and put them in our primary-class post-office. 
(Primary teachers will find it well to have a box labelled 
“ Post-office,” even if used at no other time, At quarterly 
review, request some written word from the children.) 

One More Warning.—What is the one holy Book? Whose 
word is it? All that we know of God and heaven is in the 
Bible. Is it right to neglect, abuse, deny it? This last 
warning tells that to put in or add anything to it shall be to 
bear the punishments it tells about; that to take away any- 
thing from it is to have no part in the holy city, no part in 
the Book of Life. 

The Last Prayer—Jesus said, “Surely I come quickly.” 
John prayed, “Amen: come, Lord Jesus.” The music of that 
word “Come” is a double call; The word goes back from 
the Church and the Spirit, from all who have a loving heart 
to answer, “ Come, Lord Jesus.” We cannot know when, but 
Jesus is coming again. He comes to all dying believers, and 
takes them to himself. To John he quickly came soon after 
he prayed the last prayer of Scripture. 

The Last Blessing.—Is it not love which made the last Bible 
words words of blessing? Did you ever hear said, to a church 
full of people, “ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
youall, Amen”? When? 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


How should our conduct be affected by every new revelation 
from God? (v. 8.) How may we receive new revelations out 
of the finished Book? (John 16:18; Rev. 1:10.) Against 
what mistake of John do we need to guard when human 
agents assist us in discovering truth? Who was the angel 
whom John was about to worship? (Rev. 21:9; 15: 6, 7.) 
How should we receive all those who would honor us for the 
help we may be able to give them in the truth? (v.9.) How 
many times was John obliged to receive this same lesson? 
(Rev. 19:10.) What is the consequence of accepting praise 
which is due only to God? (Acts 12: 21-23.) What reasons 
have we for believing that the seven angels who poured out 
the seven last plagues were not redeemed human spirits, but 
of another order of beings? (see v. 9, Rev. Ver.) Give an 
emphatic reason why the book of Revelation should be rever- 
ently studied (v.10; Rev.1:3). When God has completed 
his Book, what liberty does he allow every man respecting it? 
(v. 11.) In what parable does Jesus teach that man’s choice 
for eternity must be based on the revelation he deigns to give? 
(Luke 16 : 27-31.) How long is it safe to delay obedience to 
God’s revealed will? (v. 12.) Who was the speaker in the 
twelfth verse? (v. 13.) Does “Alpha and Omega” refer to 
the eternal nature of God, or to Jesus Christ as the One in 
whom the salvation of man has its origin, and therefore its 
consummation? Why can only the obedient be classed 
among the blessed? (vs. 14,15.) How then can any man be 
called blessed? (Rom. 4: 5-9; Gal. 3: 9-14.) How is this 
truth brought forth in the Revised Version? 

To whom is the book of Revelation especially given? (v. 16.) 
By whom was Jesus’ appearance prophesied under the figure 
of a star? (Num. 24: 15-17.) Which church was encouraged 
by the promise of the tree of life? Which one by the prom- 
ise of the morning star? Through whom is the invitation to 
eternal life made known to men? (v. 17.) Who is here 
meant by the Bride? To what is man’s own sense of his need 
of salvation here compared? How many voices then are 
inviting every gospel hearer to a life above the natural? | 
Why are they who refuse the invitation without any form of | 
excuse? How has God been pleased to guard the sanctity 
of true prophecy? (vs. 18, 19.) How often, in this book, has 
the coming of Christ been distinctly stated? Hoy ought we 





to feel in regard to his coming? (v. 20.) How does the 
inspired Book end ? 
BY EUGENE TAPPAN, 
Teachers’ Questions.—1. What is the last verse in the Bible? 
2. What things had John heard and seen? 3. Why did John 


attempt to worship the angel? 4. In what words did the 


angel refuse worship? 5. Who are contrasted with the un- 
just and the filthy? 6. What is the force of the word “still”? 
7. What is the full meaning of “reward”? §. Low shall 
every man be rewarded? 9. In what three ways is Chrisi’s 
eternity expressed? 10. How do the Common and Revised 


versions differ in the-verse “ Blessed are they,” etc.? 
Hiow does John describe the tree of life? 12. What hus 
John told about the city and its gates? 13. Who are within 
the gate, and who without? 14. Why did Jesus send his 
angel? 15. How is Jesus like the morning star? 16. Who 
is the Bride? 17. Who may come, and whence, where, and 
when? 18, How many may drink the water of life? 19. In 
what respects is salvation like water? 20. What is the pen- 
alty of adding to this book? 21. What is the penalty of tak- 
ing away from this book? 22. Show how the penalty is 
appropriate to each offense. 23. What two speakers in the 
twentieth verse? 24. What does each speaker say? 25. 
Which speaker uses the word “Amen”? 26. Name some 
blessed results of coming to Jesus. 

Superintenden’’s Questions.—1. Blessed are they—. 2. That - 
they may have right—. 3, And may enter in—. 4, And the 
Spirit and the Bride say—. 5, And whosoever will—. 6, The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ—, 


ll. 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 








THE SPIRIT TO WHOM? 
THE CHURCH SAYS (ME WHY? 
THE CONVERT TO WHOM? | 
THE LORD. SAYS WHY? 








Nore.—What is the lesson title? What one word expresses 
this great invitation? (Write, Come.) Four parties give this 
invitation, according to verse 17. Who is the first party? Te 
whom is this call? How and why does the Spirit say, Come? 
Who is the second party? Who is the Bride? Read Ephesians 
5: 25-27; Revelation 19: 6-9; 21:2, To whom does the Church 
say, Come? Why does the Church desire the return of Jesus? 
Who is the third party? Why may this person be called a . 
convert? To whom should converts say, Come? Why do com . 
verts naturally say, Come? Who is the fourth party? Te 
whom does Jesussay, Come? Why is such an invitation given? 
How does it honor God? How does it bless men? 


I COME QUICKLY! 
RMEN: COME, LORD JESUS! 


Note.—The last lesson of the year 1886; the last of another 
seven years’ course; from the last chapter of the last book of the 
Bible. What are the last words of the Lord, in this lesson? 
(Write them as in top line above.) For what will the Lord 
come? What did John say to Jesus in view of his coming 
quickly? Whatdoes “Amen” mean? Why did John want 
the Lord to come? What do you say to his coming? (Read 
1 Thess, 4: 16, 17; also 2 Thess. 1 : 6-8.) 


| AM 


HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


“From the cross uplifted high.” 
“The Spirit in our hearts.” 
“Come, for the feast is spread.” 

“ Behold, a Stranger at the door.” 
“Come, saith Jesus’ sacred voice.” 
“ Come, thou long-expected Jesus,” 
“Come, Lord, and tarry not.” 

















RLPHA—OMEGR. 
FIRST—LAST. 
BEGINNING—END. 
ROOT—OFFSPRING. 
BRIGHT—MORNING STAR. 

















ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 


Seat Nor Ur.—As in the case of an open decree, for every 
one to understand and act upon, as of present moment. Such 
Oriental proclamations are made in two ways: first, by oral 


delivery, by a herald or crier who carries a stat! or other in- 
signia, along with the firman, or order, which is indeed seu/ed, 
but not sealed up. The other way is by delivering the sealed 
(but not sealed up) document to the !ocal official, who promal- 
gates the order.in his own way. But the special reference 
here is to Daniel 12 : 4, 9, where the book and its words were 
to be sealed up, not to be understood (or opened) till the time 
of accomplishment; a time which, as our verse 10 says, was 
now “at hand.” The whole passage, Daniel 12: 4-13, in the 
Septuagint version, is so interwoven with the words of this 
chapter of Revelation that one is hardly clear without the 
other. Herein, too, is to be found the true interpretation of 
verse 11 of our lesson. It need only to be remarked that the 
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“be made holy” of the Revised English Version (“be holy” 
in Authorized) includes a ceremonial reference, and a hint at 
ceremonial cleanness and uncleanness, which is carried on 
through verses 14, 15, but superseded and left behind as soon 
as the “dogs” of verse 15 are passed. That word “ dogs,” in 
the passage, has likewise a double meaning in the eyes of an 
Oriental : one literal, a type of excluded filthiness; the other 
figurative, explained by Deuteronomy 23 : 18. 

Tux Roor anp THe Orrspring.—The “ root” is one of 
the commonest Oriental expressions for ancestry ; so much so 
that it has almost lost its figurative meaning in that applica- 
tion, yet not so as to be a concrete noun, but rather an 
abstract noun in effect; as if, “I am the ancestral origin of 
David.” Examples are so common that to single out any 
would be superfluous. Often, however, “root” means ances- 
tral family, in the concrete. Offspring, not only in the Greek, 
but in the Oriental languages more especially, who have 
naturalized and transferred the Greek word, means the whole 
race ; and it is the context here that limits it. But in read- 
ing the Oriental versions, and interpreting the passage by the 
current Oriental (literary) ideas, the “ offspring” here makes 
us see a sense and validity in Paul’s argument about “seed” 
and “seeds” in Galatians 3:16, which wholly escapes the 
mete Saxon commentator. The “ offspring” here, according 
to the multitude of Oriental representations of the passage 
and ine¢ figure, represents Christ Jesus as the whole race of 
the genuine seed of David. Figuratively, of course, but with 
fact and figure so interwoven that it is like resolving bright- 
hued sunset clouds into fog to separate them. 

Tus Brient, THE Morntna STAR—It is not easy to 
fix the exact allusion here, The several words of the 
phrase are both biblical and Oriental; and classic as well. 
But the combination seems unique—that is, unique in 
jest this shape. ‘The Syriac, which here is not Peshitto, 
nor an early version, but as late as the seventh century, and 
pervaded with the close and literal spirit, careful of formal 
minutis, reads: “ Like that bright (or, glittering) star, that 
eof the morning.” In Jonathan Edwards’s History of Redemp- 
tion is a description of John the Baptist as the Morning Star 
of the new dispensation, which is Oriental enough and literal 


-@nough to have been written by the impassioned practical 


Paul himself. But this is the morning star of a different 
dawn. So, looking at the next verse, where the Spirit and 
the bride invite, we think of Hesperus, the star that lit the 
wedding-torch at night, and, with changed name, detected 


thieves in the morning. But nothing about the star in that 


most beautiful Epithalamium of Catullus will fit this morning 


mar, Orientally, the star follows the black night-picture of 


verse 15, and stands in the heavens above the dawn of the 
first day of the wedding festivities (which, in the East, last 
from a week to fourteen days, or even more occasionally). 
Puacurs.—A good Greek word for “stripes” or “ blows,” 
and hence the like par excellence, as inflicted by the hand that 
is mightiest. Just so in the Hebrew Old Testament, the leper 
is one smitten, and leprosy the smiting, or plague, which takes 
that general word, as if scorning anything technical or 
characteristic by way of definition, Just so, too, 
in Besiac, the publican is the oppressor. 
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MORE BOOKS OF THE SEASON* 


The late Randolph Caldecott, who died in Florida last 
year, after a vain search for health in an American tour, 
was unquestionably the best English book-illustrator of 
his time. He failed in architectural and large landscape 
drawing, and in crowded figure-pieces, but in smaller 
designs and groups of two or three figures he was unsur- 
passed. His pictures for Old Christmas, selected from 
Irving, and for Bracebridge Hall, really illuminated the 
text, and have for ten years been favorites with book- 
lovers. The publishers reissue them this year in a single 
volume of larger size, from new plates, in somewhat 
smaller type, and at a higher price. The pictures are 
still delightful, but a close examination shows that their 
impression is a little blacker and coarser than in the early 
copies. It seems strange that the publishers should call 
the volume, handsome as it is, a de /uxe edition; for the 
real merit of such an edition lies wholly in the fact that 
the purchaser secures first impressions of the cuts and 
stereotype plates. But Mr. Caldecott’s publishers are not 
the only offenders in this matter; four or five American 
large-paper editions could be mentioned, printed a/fter 
the regular editions had been run through the press— 
one of them after a lapse of thirteen years ! 

The twenty-second of Lee and Shepard’s poems and 
hymns for the holidays, issued at the uniform price 
of $1.50, is Tennyson’s Dora, pleasantly illustrated by 
W. L. Taylor, whose pictures have been well engraved 
by George T. Andrew. There may be two opinions 
as to the artistic value of books like this, and as to the 
question whether nineteen-twentieths of the “ illus- 
trated”’ poems gain any new light from the accompany- 
ing pictures; but the patriotic American purchaser may 
reflect that the average book and magazine picture in the 
United States is better than in England, where Calde- 
cotts appear but seldom. 

Mr. 8. G. W. Benjamin’s Persia and the Persians is a 
holiday book in illustrations, typography, and binding, 
but it also has a value more than ephemeral. Mr. Ben- 
jamin, a practiced book-maker and magazinist, was min- 
ister to Persia under President Arthur from 1882 to 1885. 
He made diligent literary use of his opportunities, and 
here presenta, in readable form, a large amount of fresh 
and valuable information on the geography, topography, 
social life, religion, arts, trade, and politics of Persia. 
Mr. Benjamin’s testimony concerning the decline of 
British prestige in Asia, and Russia’s steady advance 
toward the absorption of Persia, is of special significance. 
The reader is-inclinedto regret that the author did not 
give more information concerning education in Persia, 
and the humble literature of the country in present and 
past centuries; but the book, as a whole, is creditable to 
him. American literature has been greatly benefited by 
the labors of the line of authors who, for a hundred years, 
have represented the country in diplomatic service. 

Could anything be more happily timed than the book 
entitled Three Hundred Decorative and Fancy Articles 
for Presents and Fairs? It comes at the period when 
the whole feminine world is exercised over the puzzling 
problem, “ What can I make for John?” and the authors, 
Lucretia P. Hale and Margaret E. White, have given 
so many solutions that their countrywomen are their 


debtors henceforth. The articles suggested include both 
trated | by, Randolph, Gaidecott i wr aciilony axe Tiachen, oth oe 
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ores ae ces S.G. W. Benjamin. 103¢8 inches, cloth, 
Pepsin and xix, 507. Ts Ticknor as nd Coinpasy 7 Price, $5.00. 
wren Hundred Decorative and for Presents. With 


eee 
directions for making. hy Lucretia P a and 
8Xx53¢ inches, illustrated, pp. 206, Boston : & W. Tilton & Co. 
Josiah Hunslet’s Reward. By the Rey. EK N. Hoare. 7X5 inches, 
yee , updo New York : "x ands J.B. Young &Co. Price, 75 cents. 


raanie. te Lyster. 75¢5 inches, illustrated, pp. 274. New 
eee ants Young & Oa ‘Prive. bbe ani 


The Enderby Bible Class; or, To live is roll By Margaret K Wins 
5 inches, ilustrated. Pp. 320. Bostom and Caleage : Congrega- 
WE SB Be Pobllabing Society. Price, $1.25. 
Pom Charity’s samy by H Howe Benning. 8 x5i ih 
at Rosen : 4 Congregational Bunday-echool ea Panllahing Bocteee: 
ce 


The Bow of Orange Ribbon : A romance of New Sn Amelia Kx 
7X<43¢ inches, pp. v, #5. New York ; Dodd, M Price, 


K White. 


My Pearl By Alida W. Graves. ae inches, pp. 344. New Yerk: 
bert Carter and Brothers. Price. 

Transformed ; or, Three weeks ine lifetime. By Florence Mon‘ 
ery. Dey inches, pp. vill, 3560. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott 


pany. 
Stories from Life. By Sarah E. Bolton. 734% imches, pp. 1. New 
Crowell &Co. Price, $1.25. 


York : Thomas 
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The Thorn in the Nest. Martha Fin 73S inches, a 
New York: Dold, Mead, a Cx. Aa ats 
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costly and inexpensive novelties, with the preponderance 
in favor of the latter; and the directions are always so 
clearly expressed that they may be easily followed by an 
intelligent child. Women interested in church and 
charitable work will discover many useful hints for fairs 
and bazars, while the home circle will be grateful for the 
help offered as to birthday and wedding anniversaries, 
and the suggestions for Christmas gifts and entertain- 
ments. There need be no hesitation in commending it. 

The course of providential dealing in a family from 
which, years ago, the first-born son had disappeared, is 
traced in Josiah Hunslet’s Reward, by the Rey. E. N. 
Hoare. Mr. Hunslet, as chairman of the Poor Guardians, 
befriends two little orphan children, who afterward, in 
their early youth, are discovered to be his own grand- 
children. 

Grannie, by Annette Lyster, is a thoroughly English 
story, concerning itself with people in a manufacturing 
town. It is a household narrative of homely interest. 

Books for the older classes are always in demand, and 
The Enderby Bible-Class; or, To Live is Christ, was 
written by Margaret E. Winslow with a special view to 
the needs of young men and women. It aims to set 
before its readers a high ideal of Christian living; and 
the young people in its pages, though sometimes uncon- 
ventional, are, on the whole, bright and engaging. 

Each of Howe Benning’s works leaves its readers with 
pleasant memories. Addressing young women with sym- 
pathy and tact, she guides them half unconsciously into 
ways of practical Christian helpfulness. Miss Charity’s 
House might profitably be read aloud in sewing-circles, 
and should be placed in the hands of the older Bible 
students. It is of the same order of merit as her former 
books, Quiet Corners, Hester Lenox, and others. 

Prepared by the charm of Jan Vedder's Wife, and 
Cluny MacPherson, to anticipate excellent and even 
work from Mrs, Amelia E. Barr, none need be disap- 
pointed in her latest book, The “Bow of Orange Ribbon. 
The scenes are laid in New York, during the period just 
preceding the Revolution; and the home and social life 
of the city at that day are depicted by a faithful artist. 

Into a graceful narrative Alida W. Graves has woven 
a strong argument for conscientious Sabbath-keeping, 
and her book is fitly named My Pearl. It has a mission 
of good before it. 

The progress of a soul which had grown cold and self- 
centred through continual prosperity towards a broader 
and more generous life, is well traced in Transformed; 
or, Three Weeks in a Lifetime, by Florence Montgomery. 
While children will enjoy this book, its leasons are in- 
tended for men and women. 

Mrs. Sarah K., Bolton always, writes with a purpose, 
and her Stories from Life are distinguished for straight- 
forward candor and common-sense. ‘They deal with 
plain, every-day matters, and will find their niche among 
plain, practical people. It should be added that these 
stories are not intended for children. 

All over the land, from Maine to California, the name 
of Frances E. Willard is fragrant, from its connection 
with the cause of Christian temperance; and among the 
devoted workers in this cause she enjoys an honored 
prominence. When she writes for girls on How to Win, 
and her wise words are introduced in a womanly preface 
by Miss Rose E. Cleveland, girls ought certainly to read 
what she has to say. Neither their mothers nor them- 
selves will always agree with Miss Willard’s conclusions, 
but they will find the sensible and thoughtful chapters 
well worth consideration. There isa thorough-going ear- 
nestness in Miss Willard’s style which is contagious. 

Intended for an older, rather than a juvenile audience, 
Martha Finley’s story, The Thorn in the Nest, is read- 
able and sprightly, its motive being shown in the motto 
on the title-page, “ He puts a thorn in the nest, to drive 
us to the wing, that we may not be grovellers forever.” 

That a little child’s touch shall unseal fountains long 
closed, is exemplified in Aunt Tabitha’s Trial, by Lina 
Orman Cooper, whe has given us here a very winsome 
baby, and shown how the “trial” which came to the 
grim spinster proved her greatest blessing. Similar in 
motive, but different in treatment, is An Angel Guest in 
Human Guise, by Ruth Lamb. This book attractively 
conveys many excellent lessons. 

A very attractive title, piquing curiosity and awaking 
expectation, is that of Josephine R. Baker’s book, Dea 
Gates: “One of the Gates Children,” the substance © 
which first appeared in the pages of The Sunday Schoo 
Times. A very bright, sparkling story of family life 
with every-day troubles, anxieties, and joys, is unaffect 
‘ca | edly told as we read of the heroine’s progress. The bool 
closes so abruptly that everybody who finishes it wil 
beg for a sequel,—the everybody including the grown 
ups as well as the children. 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMEN T. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 78,000 
copies, Advertisers aré free to examine the sub- 
a ye list at any time. The advertising rate 
ts 75 cents per line, with discounts of from 5 


per cent. on two insertions, to 50 per cent. on an 
advertisement running a year. Advertisements 
conditioned on an appearance wpon the last 
page, will be charged an advance of twenty per 
cent upon the regular rates. 

Horsford’s Acid Phosphate in indigestion, 
and as a nerve food. Dr. H. O. Hitchcock, 
Kalamazoo, Mich, says: “I have used it in 
many cases of indigestion depending upon 
hervous éxhaustion, with marked benefit. It 
appears to be a good nerve food.” 


Brown’s Bronchial Troches are now known 
and used all over the world. For the relief 
of Coughs, Colds, Sore Throat, and Bronchial 
troubles, they are unequalled. Sold only in 
boxes, with the fac-simile of the proprietor, 
John I. Brown & Sons, on the wrapper. Price, 
25 cents. 
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trated Calendar. Address E. TOURJER, Boston. 


, Far ory berry aca give in the delight 


ciliate of of Florida as thoro peies —— 
tion ag can be secured in th 
Send for cempiones to naeete a Tonkue Fs Pres., 


Hovctizon semuNaRY 


Tandretsa Pv = da A. amuEoICr 


PHONOGRAPHY itcsraiss 


Suomt Hann. 
os or | 


Sael Ce ae Benn ene. Tismee, and 


eu " STAMMERING” 

















mae sawed hy 
Insti Tr ilth and Spring Ganon & Philada. 
r. , 
Mr. in "Wattles, publisher & S Times, wrote 00 
an ing as follows : 


Se eee st Seek 
pyre prey one geek ing we him 
man of character, who will deal ho iacraaty ein 
those who consult him.” Write for references. 


BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL. | 


= THE BEY ,on, DR. WORDEN, 


Soest, FRMaselphin. 


TIMELY BOOKS| 











THE vareane URED THE CITY. rts 
VOLUNTEER history 
Fock New York riot of 4 of New 
(ork, mewn Police Preci: $e we 
“A very remarkable book.” —. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNEA: Its 
and Streams; its Animals, tals, Birds rae ius 
Dyn, Farms, aa Climate 


$1.50, 
‘* May be safely trusted.” oye Aes Times, 
ABRAHAM ba! yg hl The True Story of a 
Great Life. By W. O. StoppaRp, one of President 
Lincoln's Confidential Secretaries, Tus trated, 
“ Approaches closely to the ideal biography.” —Boe- 
ton Literary Wortd. 
SIR PHILIP SIDNEY: supose tas, Times. By 
Mrs. 8. M, H. Davis. 3 Steel pla 
‘* Leaves upon the reader’s mind enpretalonk dtittect 
and lasting. . es sons }-4 see the story 
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FORDS, HOWARD, & HULBERT, New York. 
For 8. 8. lessons next two years get 


ABBOTT ON “MATTHEW” 


An lilustrated Commentary for Christian Workers. 
By LYMAN ABBOTT. 
$vo, cloth, Price, Rage ote aaron Be 
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HOLIDAY GIFTS 


Students and Professional Men, 


I. 


LIDDELL AND scorTT’s GREEK- 
ENGLISH LEXIGON. New Edition. 
A Greek-English Lexivon. Compiled by 
Henry Geor@er Lippe, D.D., Dean of 
Christ Church, and ROBERT Scort, D.D., 
Master of Balliol College, with the eo-opera- 
tion of Professor Drisler, of Columbia Col- 
lege, New York. Seventh Edition, Revised 
and Augmented. pp. xvi, 1776. 4to, Das 

10.00. Abridged edition, small 4to 
eather, $2.00. 








7 — is truly a magnificent woe Poth} its exterior 
sees roy It would be d alt to cay 
wherein it rE S alour of a Greek-Fin: 
‘xicon. f'shall use it constantly if, end | Shall 
ke great pleasure in recommen ing it to 
classes,’’— Professor W. 8..-TYLER, A 
Fucile princeps among Greek Uictionaries,—acad- 
omy, London. 
Il, 


HARPER’S LATIN DICTIONARY. 
Latin Dictio founded on the transja- 
tion of “ Freund’s Latin-German Lexicon.” 
Edited by E. A. hagpree: gee LL.D. Revised, 

and in great part Rewritten, by 
CRARLTON T. Lewis, Ph.D., and CHARLES 
Calle ag 8. Ye a o ge Sry 
¥, 0, 

i reali, i $10.00, 


A 


“ This lexicon cases ~ sede all its rivals for com- 
mon nse....A8 a Yexicon, to lie on the desk 
and receive PE EY, oa and additions in the 


III. 


A GREEK-ENGLISH LEXICON OF 
THE NEW T AMENT; being 
.Gaiwm’s WILKE’s CLAVIS Novi TEsTA- 
MENTI, Translated, Revised, and ae 
by JosEPH ae THAYER, D.D., Busse 
Professor of New Testament Criticism an 
iseepets bed the Divini  -?—- “iy = 
v versi xx, 4to, clo 
$5.00; half roan, sf. bo; fall $6.50. 
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STORMONTH’S ENGLISH DIGTION- 
ARY. sate nef halk 2 Lan- 


Fpltaatory; embre embracing Belen heyy = ner 


‘erms, and 

& 
Copiets Selection of Old English Wor Words. By 
the Rev. JAMES nee roe gd ey The Pronun- 
ciation Carefully Revised by the Rev. P. H. 
PHELP, M.A, "page 1248. Im 0, 
eloth, $6.00; half roan, $7.00; full sheep, 


ows gag new dictionary surpasses all {ts prede 
cessors. t possesses merits so many and conspicu- 
ous that it ye hardly fail to establish itself as 8 
standard and a favorite.—W. Y. 
“nr should be in every pL astea ey Public and priva 
and at the hand of every write d reader. i is ae 
the tneuthorized work ofa single, individual, = 
result of conference, and the Ry ery P4 
ee: eminent rn gn aN be ye YY, 
e@ nearest approach e 
has yet appeared in oar oan poviale Poe TS Madank | LOG 


can have for the present ne possible rival.—Besten 
Vv. 


McCLINTOCK AND STRONG'S CY- 
GLOPZDIA. A NS fers ri of Biblical, 
Theological, and Ecclesi oe age 
By the late Rev. JoHN McCuiinrock, D 
and Jamns STRonG, 8.T.D. With Maps and 
numerous Illustrations, Complete in Ten 
Volumes and One Buppleneditary Volume. 


8vo, price per volume, cloth, $5.00; shee 
$8.00; half meroooo $8.00. Sold by subsorip. 
tion only. 





“The value of & a som can be proved only by 
using it; and for that purpose it must be used not once 
or twice only, but ha tua, Se and for a considerable 
length oftime. In that I have tested the suc 
cessive Mg goed of 
work, and I have fo ng my 
favorable opinion of the be the learning, the 


7 an 2 rtiality emplo in compil- 
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The above works are for sale by all booksellers, or will 
be sentby Hanrurn & BeoruRhs, postpaid, to ony part 
of the United States and Canada, on receipt of the price. 
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fi DELIGHTFUL NEW SERIES OF 


RELIGIOUS VOLUMES. 


A series of volumes (of both prose and verse) of a 
religious nature. Much attention has been given to 
the makeup of these books, the intention being to 
render them especially desirable as gifts for those In 
affliction, aged people, and others, as well as for all 
persons at such times as Christmas, Lent, and Easter. 

1.0F THE IMITATION OF CHRIST. 
Thomas a Kempis. 


2. RELIGIOUS POEMS. LKdited by ©. E. 


Alexander, 

3. THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS, John 
Bunyan, 
* 4. MAKE THY WAY MINE. AND OTHER | 
POEMS. By George Klingle, A volume of poems, 
chiefly religions, of Very great merit. Many of these 


have ‘appeared in THe INDEPENDENT, THE CHRis- 
TIAN UNION, and others of the highest class of reli- 
gious periodicals. 


Each 1 vol , 1émo, clear type, with wide margins, on 
very fine laid paper. Pale brown cloth, ap roneate 
ornamentation ov covers in silver and gold. Each 
volume, $1. Photo-etching binding, with photo- 
raning ‘of be ag aera painting on parchment paper 
cover, in box, $1 


ATTRACTIVE AND CHOICE 
EDITIONS OF POEMS. 


Five interesting additions to “The Lyric Poets.” 
SIR JOHN SUCKLING’S 
POEMS. 


A hew edition, with memoir and notes, Edited by 
Frederick A, Stokes. With new etching by J. 8. King, 
after the portrait by Vandyke. Ready in December. 

THE BRALLAD BOOK. Allingham. 

VIGNETTES IN RHYME. Austin Dobson. 
a. 1%, THE SIGN OF TIIE LYRE. Austin 

ON VIOL. AND FLUTE. Edmund Gosse. 

Each of the nine volumes in this series, 12mo, cloth 
(various colors), beveled boards, gilt edges, decoration 
in color and gold, $2; cloth, plain, §2. 

Send for catalogue for list of uther volumes. 


Of one of these books the Buffalo Times says: 
“White, Stokes, and Allen are ~ idiv acquiring dis- 
a R,<? the high quality of the literature wae 
they publish, and the artistic manner, fine bindin 
clear, peautifal n new type, and elegant paper in whic 
they ‘present their books to to the public. We Bwaice 
commend the book.” 





WHITE, STOKES, & ALLEN’S 16MO SERIES OF 
POETICAL WORKS IN DAINTY BINDINGS. 
Uniform in size and style. Printed in clear type on 

fine laid paper, wide margins. Mostly made up of 

poets whose works appear in no other good American 

@dition. Very attractive in appearance. 

Volumes sold separately or in sets. 
1, CHARLOTTE BRONTE'’S POEMS, 
2. GEORGE ELIOT'S PORMS, 
8. GEORGE ELIOT'S SPANISH GYPSY. 
4, THOMAS GRAY’'S COMPLETE POEMS. 
5. W. M. THACKESAY’S POEMS. 
6. GOETHE'S FAUST. 
7. LONDON LYRICS. Frederick Locker. 
8. LONDON RHYMES. Frederick Locker. 
9. HEINE'S BOOK OF SONGS, 

16. THE GOLDEN TREASUEY. Palgrsve. 

ll. CHARLES DICH ENS'’S POEMS. 

12, LUCILLE, Owen Meredith. 

13. SERS SSORS LYRICAL POEMS. Pal- 

gra 

Each one of the above is offered in a variety of bind- 

ings, all of which have been given great care, 
Parchment-paper covers, with hand-llcminated de- 
sign on side; title and back printed in red ink, wae 
Ww Av 

*_ « 

" to take up this ie veryune wis. 
in its aS by the dainty love- 
The paper is charming, mar 
aue are liberal, the spi gone neat and clear.” 


BUGLE ECHOES, or THE POE- 
TRY OF THE CIVIL WAR, 


Both Northern and Southern. Exited by Francis F. 
Browne, editor of the Dial, Chicago. 

New edition. Beautifully illustrated and bound, 
Soy BY 6 ON ONLY. AGUNTS WaNTED, 
, $3.76; fall morocco, $5. 


A PLEASING NEW “LUCILLE.” 


With numerous new full-page illustrations by H, N. 
Cady, inclading a new porrer of the author. hy | 
beautifal border designed by W. St. John Harper, a 
ong a yeh 4 George T. Andrew, prifited in - tints 
octavo, gilt edges, béveled rds, §2. 
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WHITE, STOKES, & ALLEN, Publishers, 
182 5th Ave., New York City. 
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A BRILLIANT AND POWERFUL NOVEL. 


DOLLARS AND DUTY. 


By EMORY J. HAYNES, 
PasToR oF TREMONT TEuPLe, BosTon. 
Haynes, preacher te four theusand people a 
meee largely wisi none men and ghia te pi envers 
the field as @ novelist with rare © plot deals 
with business and reli oo robl am with & courage 
equal to its chartn ane boy 
o* EL 12mo. rs) anne $1.56, 
te vy oS = A Cmanhornn. Ry Professor 
P. Peabody, LL. D., Osinbridge. smo. © cents, 
«Ro words can overstate the excelience of this 
dainty volume.” —Aorning Star. 
BIBLE STUDIES FROM NATURE. By J.B. 
Smith, D.D. mo. $1.0, 
TH WHITE VIOUSF. Series: pisces Grant, 


eld. By W. M. Thayer. ree timos, 
rb new bindings. Neatly bo ha of the inital 
volts umes sold, ins box, 


Vou hag Sane, bee peepnls on receipt ef price. Our 
octavo catalogue 
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CONTAINS: 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
BY HIG CONFIDENTIAL SECRETARIES, 
JOUN G. NICOLAY AND COL, JOHN HAY. 
With portraits, fac-similes of surveys made by 
Lincoln, views of his early home, ete., and a life- 
size engraving of the cast of the President? sright 
hand, made by the seul ty Volk in 1860. The 
present installment of the history is devoted te 


LINCOLN AS SOLDIER, SURVEYOR 
AND POLITICIAN, 


In it the remarkable characteristics that com- 
manded popularity and won Lincoln the esteem 
of personal rivals and political foes are brought 
out in the anecdotal accounts of his business 
partnerships, reading habits, personal strength, 
and skill asa wrestler. It also describes the 
Black Hawk war; Lincoln’s first and only de- 
feat in a popular ‘canvass, and his subsequent 
election tothe Legislature, where he met Stephen 
A. Douglas; “ Bedlam Legislation,”—the land 
craze of C hicago ; the Lincoln-Stone protest, 
and the public feeling on the Slavery question, 
shown by the murder of Lovejoy. 


FRANK R. STOCKTON’S NOVEL, 
“The Hundredth eg ” aig in the Novem- 
ug 


ber number, will run through the year. Inthe 
esa chapters the boycott is effectively in- 
troduc 


OTHER FEATURES 


of the December CENTURY include notable 
literary and illustrated material concerning 
Henty Clay ; the first article of the strikin 
series on “ The Food Question ;” the aecond par 
of Dr. Martin’s “Old C helsea ; ” some “ Con- 
temporary I'rench Seulptors,” with fine illustra 
tions; a unique paper called “A Little Mil- 
lerite,” with curious pictures ; “‘ Songs of Christ 
’ two war narratives on a eg by 
Generals H. J. Hunt and E. 
short stories, etc., ete. 


DURING THE YEAR 


just beginning, Tar CENTURY will present, ia 
addition to the serials indicated above, noveléttes 
by George W. Cable; illustrated papers om 
“ English Cathedrals ; ” stories by leading 
American writers; Dr. Eggleston’s articled | 
“The Colonies ;” War papers b distinguish 
generals ; articles on “Spiritualism,” "eG 
veranee, ’ etce.; papers on “ Bible History,” ete, 
Cuntory will continue + ro 
best illustrations by the leading 
| waa Sold by all dealers, Price, 36 priret 
becription, $4.00 per year. 

“Kvery American will want to read Toe 

CENTURY thisyear.” Tas Cantoury Co.,, N.Y, 


A VALUABLE LITTLE WORK. 


FIRST STEPS 


wit 78 aeageiie Sus tay iW’ w! 


Scientific Knowledge 


Seven Parts in one 16mo yoltitne, or in Fout 
ony Book One. Natural History o 
0. Plants, Stones, and Rocks, 
Physics atid Chemistry. Book Four. Ana 
| to ps ny By be Beet, Revised and 
| Greene, With 650 Dlusten 
mplete in one iyouumee l6émo. Oloth, 75 cents; er 
in separate volumes, 30 centa each. 
The oe of this book in France, in less than 
years, hed 500,000 copies! The well-knowa 
of the ee is displayed in the manner ia w 
has simplified the most difficult subjects, 
“Any intelligent child would read this beok 
great interest, and absorb from it a wast amount 
useful know ledge.”’—/hAdadeiphia Inquirer 








be 


— 


anti, For sale by all booksellers, or will be 5S" by 
i, postage prepaid, on receipt of the price, 


J.B, LIPPINCOTT COMPANY, Publishers, 
715 and 717 Market Bt., Philadelphia, 


THE HOLIDAYS! 


BOOKS, BIBLES, ALBUMS, 





Christ Garde, and Novelties. Very wrk 
prices. ey te ue free. 
of oe, ler: ota Rooks for 


Ni. ei i SONS, Hy Teena Minos, 


Rive. and Souvenir Cards, @ great variety of 





styles, for Teachers’ use. Our Bookmark Cards 

ik, Setin, or Velvet Ribbons please al! ; to. intro- 
duce them s we will send two as Samples for 10 cts; 50 
cts. a to us for New Stylee in Cheistmas 
& New Year, Valentine & Easter, Mirthday & Text 
Cards. 10 New Samples for 10 Ban with < ogue, 
Premium List & Testirionials fro: im Teachersa others, 
GEO. 8. VIBBERT & ©0., Clintonville, Coun. 


AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS PRESENT. 
New pieces te s in school and 
Sunday-«chool. ecution. Gesture 
Illustrated. 12 different numbers ina 





EUGENE J. HALL, 1 Michigan Ave., Chieage, Mm. 


4 le BOOK BUYER. A Baa 4 pespeased 
Summary of Literature. 
bar epatesne eeteg od ofa w 


articl per neemee 
peg inl yeni = oy ina Jee Serinners Bema, MY. 


“OXFORD” 
HRito1 


Yeachers’ 


T. MELSON SONS, 42 Bimakar Hg AL 
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Living Age. 


N 1887 THE LIVING AGE 
enters upon its forty-fourth 
year, having met with continu- 
ous comnmeudation and success, 


A WEEKLY MAGAZINE, 
it gives fifty-two nambers of 
ane y-four pages each, or more 
than 
Three and a Quarter Thousand 
double-column octavo pages of 
reading-matter vearly. It pre- 
sents ip an inexpensive form, 
considering its great amount of 
matter, with freshness, owing 
to its weekly issue, aud with a 
completeness nowhere else attempted, 


The best Essays, Reviews, Criticisms, Serial and Short 
Stories, Sketches of Travel and Discovery, Poetry, Sci-- 
entific, Biographical, Historical, and Political lafor- 
t’ mation, from the entire body of Foreign Periodical 
$ Literature, and from the pens of the - 


FOREMOST LIVING WRITERS. 


The ablest and most cultivated intellects, 
in every departinent of Literature. science, Politics, 
and Art, find expression in the Periodical Literature 
of Europe, and especially of Great tUritain. 

The Living Age, forming Sour large volumes a 
year, furnishes, from the great and generally inae- 
ceasible mass of this literature, the ouly compilation 
that, while within the reach of all, is satisfactory in 
the COMPLETENESS with which: it embraces what- 
ever is of immediate interest, or of solid, permanent 
value, , oe 

It is therefore Indispensable to every one 
who wishes to keep pace with the events or intellec- 
tual progress of the time, or to cultivate in himself 
or his family general intelligence and literary taste, 
‘@-m Qpinions. 

4" To our mind Tue Living AG# bas no equal, and 
‘we cannot see where it could be improved.” — Chris- 
fian at Work, New York. 

* To have it is to hold the keys of the entire world 
of thought, of scientific investigation, psychological 
fesearch, critical note, of poetry and romance. . It 
has never been so bright, so comprehensive, so diver- 
sified in interest, as it is to-day.”’ — Hoston 7raveller. 

# It contains neurly all the good literature of the 
time. . There is nothing hoteworthy in science, art, 
literature, biography. philosophy, or religion, that 
fannot be found init. . It is a library in itself.”— 
Lhe Churchinen, New York. 

“Nearly the whole world of authors and writers 
appear in it in their best moods. . The reader is kept 
well abreast of the current thought of the age,” — 

fon Journal, 

“It is edited with great skill and care, and Its 
weekly appearance gives it certain advantages over 
its monthly rivals.” — Aléany Argus. 

“It may be truthfully and cordially said that it 
never offers a dry or valueless page.”’ — New - dork 


ay YY 

“ Itis one of the publications that intelligent people 
regard as practically indispensable, From its pages 
one learns what the world is thinking about. . It is 
an education in itself, as well as an entertainment 
unyore Courant. 

“Through its pages alone, it fs possible to bev as, 
well inforined in current literature as by the perusal 
of a long list of monthlies.” — Philadelphia inquirer. 
v* The nee one price Is slight in comparison 
with the mass of the best current literature which it 
Dems with it in its weekly visits. . In fact, a reader 
needs no more than this one publication to keep him 
Wwellabreast of bnglish periedical literature.”—Sur- 
day School Times, Philadelphia. 

“Foremost of the eclectic periodicals.” ~ New- 
Joré World. . 

It furnishes a complete compilation of an indis- 
pensabie literature.” — Chicago Evening Journal. 

* It enables its readers to keep fully abreast of the 
best thought and literature of civilization.” — Chris- 
tian Advocate, Pittsburqh. 

“It is absolutely without a rival. . Coming once a 
week, it gives, while yet fresh, the productions of 
the foremost writers of the day. . Essay and review, 

ography, travel, science, fiction, poetry, the best 
of each and all is here placed within reach.” — Mfon- 
treal Gazette. 

“It saves not only time, but moncy.” ~ Pacific 
Churchman, San Francisco. 

“ it keeps up its reputation for heing the best peri- 
odical in the world.”—Aforning Star, Wilmington N.C. 

Published WEEKLY at $5.00 a year, free af postage. 

TO NEW 68 BSCRIPDRMRY 
; 7, remitting before Jan. Ist, the numbers of 
886 issued after the receipt of their subscriptions, 
will be sent gratis. 
coos | 


Clab-Prives for the best Home and Foreien Literature 


{* Possessed of Tne Livine Ack and one or other 
of our Vivacious American monthlies, a subscriber 
will find himself tn command of the whoie situation.” 
Philadelphia Evening Bulletin.) 

For $10.50, Tne Living Ace and any one of the 
American $4 Monthlies (or Harper’s Weekly or Bazar) 
Will be sent for a year, postpaid; or, for $9.50, THE 
Livine Acs and the S¢. Nicholas. 


@aAddress, 


Littell’s 

















EBSTER’S 
Unabridged Distionary;~ 


“ A Dictionary 

118,000 Words, $000 Engravings, 
Gazetteer of the World 
of 25,000 Titles, anda 









Wives | Biographical Dictionary 
ae at Ky of nearly 10,000 Noted Persons, ~ 
Fireside. Allin one Book.; 


‘A°CHOICE HOLIDAY GIFT. 


G. & C. MERRIAM & CO., Pub’rs, Springfield, Mass. 


RHE y@er | 





i] 
| 








»>New Carofs.-. 


hs SIX GEMS FOR CHRISTMAS.” 
Copyrighted 1886, 
® Beautiful Star in the East, arise,” by Arthur Foote. 
“Stars all bright are beaming,” by E. L. Buftinton. 


** Jesus is bora,’ the heralds cry,” by b. L. Buffinton, 


@ Hark what mean those holy voices?” by G. A. Daggett. 


\ ® Hark what sounds are sweetly stealing,” by B.L. Whelpley. 


* While shepherds watched,” by Miss May Shepard. 
Price 5c per copy, containing the six. 


f For sale at all Music and Sunday School Supply Stores, or 


sent postpaid on receipt of price by the publishers, 


|C. A. PINKHAM & CO., Boston, 


Scholars’ Quarterfy, 


FIRST NUMRER—{SBF7—CONTAINS 


88 pages Explanatory Notes—Responsive Review Exercise, an 





| 





order of service based on the main thonght of the quarter's les- | 


sons—Quarierly Bible Dictionary—Map of the Land of the Patri- 
archs, In 3 colors—-A New Year's Exercise, “* The Old Year and 


the New,” by Mra. Ada C. Chaplin, 
w 10 Pages of the Best of Music. 


Price 2) cents per year. Each number in quantity 5 cents per 


cepy. Less than 10 Copies, 6 cents each. Send for sample copy 
One copy “S(x GEMs POR CreisTMAs,” 


sent free £0 every 


ny 


sabseriber sending in his subscription for 1887 before Dec. 1, 1s8o. 


HOWARD GANNETT PUB, 00., Boston, Mass. 


dress on 


INFANT CLA 
mM. 


TEACHERS séndad- 
stal and re- 


ive of goods speci: for their use. 
ia. NDensell vos Fourth AVees New York. 


others, 


world, 
board covers, $1.25, 


had 


THE CHRISTMAS 


‘LONG SHORE. Py Miss ELIZABETH N. LITTLE. 


| REACON LIGHTS FOR GOD'S MARI- 


We have ready tor the Holiday Trade a Book of 
igned as a handsome Christmas Gift, 
way a triumph in artistic and poet- 


Poems, desi; 
thatis in every 
ical beauty. 





The Poems were compiled by Mrs. Geo. S. Hunt, 


of Portland, Me., from such choice authors as 
Johe G. Whittier; .- 
Wm. Shakespeare, 
‘Henry W. longfeilow. 
filice Cary 
‘ Phoebe Cary, and 
Lucy farcom. 


The engravings, three in number, are full-paged, 
They were 
designed by Miss Dora WukELER, whose merit as 
is unsur- 
One is left unbound in order fo frame if 
Bound 
Sound in 
Ivory finish (a cover that can be cleaned at auy 
time with a damp cloth), and ornamented by a spec- 


and lithographed in fifteen colors. 
an artist is well known, Their delicacy 
passed, 
desired, They are gotten up in two styles: 
in Crane Linen, celicately tinted, $1.00. 


jal design lithographed in gold, $2.00. 


These make a most elegant Christmas or Birth- 
day Present, and will be sent postpaid on aetna 


of price. Address 


NEW BOOKS 
FOR THE YOUNG. 


OUR LITTLE ONES AND THE NURSERY. 


Edited by Writ T. Apams (Oliver Optic). This 


beautiful volume consists of original stories and poems 
by the very best writers of Juvenile literature, carefully 
selected and edited, is embellished with 370 entirely 
original illustrations, 1 vol., quarto, illuminated board 
covers und linings, $1.75. 


THREE VASSAR GIRLS ON THE RHINE. 


ny Lizzie W. CramMpney. The Vassar girls in this 


volume spend the summer in traveling along this 
famous river, Full of anusing incidents of the voyage 


ind historic stories, Illustrated by ‘ Champ’ and 


1 vol, small quarto, illuminated covers, $1.75, 


FOLLOWING THE FLAG. 


Ry Corarcrs Carietron Corrs, author of “ The 


Boys of '61," “Our New Way ’Round the World,” ete. 
A new edition of this famous book for boys, with 18 en- 
tirely new full-page Ulustrations, 1 vol., small quarto, 
iNuminated bourd covers, 91.2). 


CHATTERBOX FOR 1886. 


The most celebrated and popular juvenile in the 
Over Joo full-page illustrations. Illuminated 


Qver 200,000 Volumes, Zigzags sold, 
Zigzag Journeys in the Sunny South. 


In which the Zigzag Club visit the Southern States, 


Florida, tlavana, Nassau, and the Isthmus of Panama, 
with romantic stories, Fully illustrated, 1 vol., quarto, 


illuminated covers, $1.75. 
THE BOYS OF ’61. 
Or, Four YRARS OF FIGHTING, 


CHARLES CARLETON COFFIN. | f 
tions. 1 vol., 8vo, chromo-lithoggph covers, $1.75. , 


For sale by all booksellers, or sent postpaid, on receipt of 


price by the publishers, 


ESTES & LAURIAT, 


Boston, Mass. 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS. — 


By WILLIAM M. 


THE MAHOGANY TREE. 
THACKERAY. Superbly iljustrated by the well- 
known artist, Frank T. Merrill, Beautifully and 
appropriately bound and boxed, $6.50. 

CAROL. By CHARLES 

PDIcKkeENS. Illustrated with 24 new photogravures 

by the celebrated artists, I. M. Gaugengig] and 

T. V. Chominski. In box, $9.00. 


This beautiful book consists of texts for each day 
of the month, beautifully illustrated with charm- 
ing marine views, represented in various kinds of 
sea-shells, and lithographed in sea-weed colors 
and sea-green bronze. 


HABITATIONS OF GOD AND HIS WOR- | 
By Miss ELIZABETH N. LITTLE. | 


SHIPPERS. 
This charming little book is in the same spirit as 
the author's “’LonG Suore” and “BEACON 
Lieguts.”’ The vignettes consist of views of 
church steeples, etc., and the whole work is 
lithographed in sepia and gold. 


A record of per- 
sonal observation with the Army and Navy, from the 
Battle of Bull Run to the fall of Richmond. By 
With many illustra- 


RE COST Fo 


(Vol. XXVIE. No. 49, 
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SOUVENIR FOR CHRISTMAS. — 















"Them «with. water fill athe: pitchers> 
Wreathed: abouts with-classic fables) 
Neér-Falerniane threw. a-ric he ri cgeamed 

















w.e.7. 1. Pnbitshing wome, GEO. C. HALL, 161 La Salle St, Chicago. 








“Where's my Christmas number?” 


This is little Tanabe Gengero, who lives in 


Japan, and he is only one of the thousands of 
children in all parts of the world to whom 
St. NICHOLAS goes every month,—children in 
Siam, and Ceylon, and Zanzibar, in Russia, 
and Iceland, and Queensland. ‘ : 
copies to supply the household of the Prince of 
Wales, and the children of the Empress of 
Austria and he Queen of Italy are said to have 
been brought up on Sv, NicnoLas. Are there 
any boys and girls in America who do not see 
it? The Christmas issue is a great number, 
and it costs only 25° cents. 
publishers take subscriptions,—$3.00 a year. 
Is there any better Christmas present for a 
boy or girl? 


It takes six 


Dealers and the 


THE CENTURY Co., me XY. 





HOLIDAY BOOKS 


1, Dick the Captain, 75e. 4, Rert the Enterprising.7: 
2, Nanthe Missionary. 7 $ 
3. Jack, whoPersevered.75c.6. Will the Honey. 


but are written in such a clear, simple, pathetic style, 
that we feel sure those who begin to read them wil! 
not be very likely to stop until they reach the end of 
the series.”—Christian Press. 





NERS. By Miss E. N. Livtrte. This very 
charming and successful work cannot be ex- 
cclled as a gift for the holiday season. 
$1.50, or in the new “Ivory” binding, $2.00, 
Send your address for illustrated catalogue. 


For sale by all booksellers, or sent, postpaid, on re- 


ceipt of price, by the publisher, 
8. BE. CASSINO, 137 High St., Boston, Mass, 


Price, | 


ee ee 


For Boys and Cirls. 


The Gillettes. By the author of “Win 
and Wear.” 6 vols. 16mo. - $4.50 









rc. 
Fc. 


75e. 
“Altogether the healthiest books of the?r kind for 


. 5, Bab the Faithful, 


young people that have fallen into our hands for some 
time.”’—Pres. Journal, 

“They are among the really excellent books for 
young people.” —Jnt rior, 


“The stories not only illustrate important truths, 


« 


That Quisset House. By Jennie M. 


IN PREPARING FOR 


CHRISTMAS 


DON’T FAIL TO SEE 
WARD & DRUMMOND’S ANNUAL, No. 8. 


Containing 6 new pieces of music. Price, per 100 
copies, $2.00; by mail, $2.20, postpaid, 

Our back numbers are sold at a reduced price, viz.? 

Nos. 1, 4, 5, 6, and 7, each at rate of $1.00 per 100 copies, 

Also our Christinas Services, 20c. extra per 100 by mail. 


A Christmas Grecting,per 100,by mail, $3.50 
“ 


Children’s Messinh, i iio 3.50 
The Promised King, wu “« 4,50 
Christ Child (Primary), — o 3.25 


Sample set, one of each, mailed on receipt of 25 cents, 


NOVELTIES FOR 1887. 


Golden Texts and Bible Gems. 


Containing the Golden Texts, Ten Commandments 
Lord’s Prayer, Beatitudes, Apostles’ Creed, anc 
other useful and instructive Gems from the Bible. 
#2 pages. In a heavy cardboard cover. Litho- 
graphed in 6 colors. At the extremely low price of 
$2.00 yer hundred copies. Every scholar in the 
school should have a copy. 


Our Primary Class Prayer. 

A handsome card, with a prayer of 4 lines, to be re- 
peated every morning of the year. Compiled and 
used by FAITH LATIMER. 

Just the thing to interest and instruct the little ones. 

The same prayer is printed on 4designs, put up 4 of 





each ina package. Price, wate per 10, Sample set—1 
each of the four designs—m~» ‘led ca receipt of 25 cents. 





SPECIAL ATTENTION 


is called to the fact that we make Sunday-schoot books 
and supplies a specially, Order anything you want in 
the line. Lowest prices guaranteed, Prompt and care- 
ful attention in every detail. 


WARD & DRUMMOND, 


116 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK CITY. 


NEW WORK by Wm, M.TAYLOR, 0,0,,LLD, 


Just published by 


A.C. ARMSTRONG & SON. 


THF PARABLES OF OUR SAVIOUR EXPOUNDED 


and Iilustrated, Uniform with same author's 
“Limitation of Lite.’ “ Contrary 
Winds,” and other sermons. Crown octavo, 
453 pages. *1.75 each. 

“Therecent works of Professor Bruce and Goebel have 
broken new ground in this department, and the author's 
aim has been to turn their Jruiiful suygestions to good 
homiietical account, The little volumes of Dr. Dots’ are 
Jull of richest nuagets. But the present work, while in- 
debited in different respects fo these auihors, wi.l be found 
to be in others independent of them aill.’’ — Author's 
Preface. 


The Rev, Dr. A. B. BRUCE'S THE MIRACULOUS 
ELEMENT IN TEE HOSPELS. ¢ niform with 


same author's 
*“Parabolie Teaching of Christ.”” Each 
in octayo volume, $2.59. 


ANECDOTES ILLUSTRATIVE OF OLD TESTAMENT 
TEXTS. 








*Beird ‘the eighth volume of * The 
» ° Clerical Library.” 1 vol., $1.50. 


THE DRAGON, (MAGE, AND TEMON: OR, THE 


Three Religions of China,—Confacian- 
ism, Baddhism, and Taoism. By the Rev. 
H. C. DuBose, With 188 engravings. Crown 
octavo, $2.00. 





Copies sent, postpaid, on receipt of price, by 


A. C. ARMSTRONG & SON, 714 Broadway, N. Y. 


‘THE 


PRINCIPLES OF HYGIENE, 


Including the Essentials of Anatomy and Physi- 
ology. By EZRA M. HUNT, -A.M., M.D., 
Se.D., Tenth President of the American Pub- 
lic Health Association; Secretary of the State 
Board of Health, N. J.; Instructor in Hy- 
giene in the State Normal School of N. J, 
12mo, cloth, illustrated, 400 pages. 








This is an authoritative work on an original plan 
which makes the knowledge of Hygiene and the prac- 
tice of its principles the first aim, using the study of 
Anatomy and Physiology as a means to this end, and 
not the énd itself, 

The effects of alcoholic stimulants aad narcotics are 
treated in proper connections, and the author has not 
failed to state the entire truth on these subjects, and 











The Roses of Ringwood. Mar- has been particular to give no doubtful views. 
shall. iss . Aas $1.50 Price, by mail, $1. 
Dickies Attic. By Catherine Shaw. 1.25 
| His Guardian Angel. Brodie. 1.25 | Our Descriptive List sent free to any address on request. 
Not So Very Long Ago. - 1.25 





Drinkwater Conklin. 
Bible Warnings. By the Rev. Rich- 

ard Newton, D.D. 6 illustrations. 
My Pearl. A story by Alida W. 

Graves. 


ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 


530 Broadway, New York. 


*#,* Any of the above sent by mail, postage prepaid, | 


on receipt of the price. 


SEND FOR OUR HOLIDAY CATALOGUE. 
PHOTOGRAPHS illustrating the life of Christ, 


for Sunday-schoo! teaching or for_rewards_o 


merit. Christmas photographic novelties, Price of pho- 
doz. Send 0c. for cata- 
RAPH Wv., 


tographs, unmounted, $1.50 per 
logue of 10,000 subjects. SOULE PHOTOG 
Washingto: 


nSt., Boston. Please mention 8.8. Times, 


12mo. - 1.50 


1.25 


12mo. - - - 1.25 


WISN, BLAKEMAN, TAYLOR, & CO,, 


EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHERS, * 
"433 & 7DdS Broadway, New York; 
149 Wabash Avenue, Chicago. 


Pee i 
OBJECT TEACHING IN THE S.S. 


PRICES. 
HEAVY PAPER EDITION: 
8imonths, 12 Designs, 6% cts. 
12 ‘ yee, 5 
Back numbers only 25 -©r 100, 
CARDBOARD Fici tion 
2 months, 12 Designs, 2 eta, 
12 4g “6 be: 





; Back numbers only 50c. per 100 
Sample set of the Heavy Paper Edition sent, postpaid, 
for lu cents; Cardboard Edition, 15 cents, 


WM. H. HART, Jr., Publisher, 
2: at Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


MAPS for S. S. fittest Poach” 
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Price, $1.75 a year. Sample Copies Free. 
Please Mention this Paper. 





The Youth’s Companion 


In the volume for 1887 an article written for it by the Marquis of Lorne and specially TILLUSTRASZED 


for the COMPANION by the Princoss Louise, 


The Princess Louise and Marquis oi Lori 


“The Wonders of the Cascapediac,” 











Depicting the delights and the dangers of a Canadian Stream, the most wonderful Salmon River in the World. This 
is a record of the personal experience of the Princess and the Marquis of Lorne. 


New Subscriptions sent at onoe, with $1.75, will inolude the Companion free from the time the subsoription Is reoeived to Jan. 1, 1887, and a full year from that data. 
Address PERRY MASON & CO., Publishers, 41 Temple Place, Boston, Mass. 























BIBLE NICTIONARY. 


We inyite special attention to the revision of 
our Bible Dictionary just issued. 


It has been entirely re-made from new type. 
New illustrations, Eighteen fine maps, with 
tables, etc. 


LARGE 8vo, 720 PAGES. $2.00. 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


150 NASSAU ST., New York City. 


énief said of Gogol : “He is owr master : 
Pty 0s we get our best sed, ioe 4 


DEAD SOULS. 


By Nrkotar V.Goeor. Translated from the Russian 
by Isabel F. Hapgood. 2 vols., 12mo, $2.50. 








Also, by the same author: 


723 BULBA. 12mo, $1.00. 
JOHN'S EVE. 12mo, $1.25. 


THOMAS Y. CROWELL & CO., 


13 ASTOR PLACE, NEW YORK. 
Miss Frances E, Willard says: .,; 








“THE WIT OF WOMEN,” | 


By Kate SANBORN, is full of stored- ad sbécteiltiy. 
* * Women are the cutest, wittiest, and most 
deliciously pyeene creatures the World has ever yet de- 


venenet —— e book s charnmiln, ugly he L ane 
eeeeeaque re n ever ’— Burlington 
Press. %. the “4 book is really funny.’’—Demorest’s 


‘Monthly. Beautifaliy bound. Price, $1.50. 
FUNK & WAGNALLS, 10-12 Dey Street, New York. 


DICKENS’S 


Pickwick Papers, 206 pages, octavo volume, 
twenty illustrations, just issued in “Simmons & 
Co.’s Five Cent Library.” Remit 10 cts.— 
five cents for book, five cents for postage. The 
cheapest book ever published in the world. 
G. W. SIMMONS & CO., Boston, Mass. 


NEW S. S. LIBRARY BOOKS. 
Boo extra presen colors. Ask to see them. 
ERANCE TALES. b. (meili) 4 vols. $5.00. 
Te” TOP 3 ys ARY. (Leslie.) 4 vols. $4.00, 
ait ARY. + RN 


BR 
Mer TBRR 
SACS 
N. Ti & Sons, i 
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BRAY, Ae. 00. 
assau Street, New York, 





3,000 BOOKS sfe.5te:) WENCELLED 


Full list of 3,000 books, 


paid. 
rere Ahi 99 Rose St. New York 


SCHOOL BOOKS BOUGHT. 
LEARY’S OLD BOOK STORE, 


NO. 9 SOUTH NINTH STR 
First store below Market Street, Piileeignte; Pa. 








GHAUTAUQUA BOOKS. 
SUNDAY-SCHE v SUPP 
Send for new catalogue. PERKIN PINES & TGGINS, 
914 Arch 8t., Philadelphia. 
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LiGRIM 


of KESSON My] 
PE} TIOVDICALY 


Monday City Sermons 
The Pilgrim Teacher (monthly). 


Expositions of the lessons. ‘Timely artic 


Pilgrim Quarterlies :—sentor, » 


Lesson Papers, two grades. 


(2 Series). $1. 25. sermonson the Internationals. 8. lessons, 1887. 


60 cents; club rates, 50 cents. 
2 ig Corner, news for Congregational Sunday-schools, 


Si 





i erent 


ntermediate, with music, 20 cents; without sneste, 1é cents, Junior, 16 cents. 
The Little Pilgrim (for primary classes), 25 cents. 


Pilgrim Hand Books, two grades. 





30c., and 15c.; club rates, 50c., 24c., 12c. 


THE WELISPRING (weekly, semi-weekly, and monthly editions). Prices, 60c., 


THE MAYFLOWER (weekly), for youngest readers, 30c.; clubs, 20c. 





CONGREGATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND PUBLISHING SOCIETY, 


GEO. P. SMITH, Agent, Congregational House, Boston. 
BE. J. ALDEN, Chicago Agent, 175 Wabash Avc., Chicago. 





A DELIGTUL WINTER TRIP! 


MUSIC ALL THE WAY! ..... 


SANTA CLAUS’ HOME; 


or, The Christmas Excursion. 


Tur New -CanTATA FoR CrrristMas TIME, BY 
Dr. W. H. DOANE. 
M bean of pretty Songs, Duets, and Choruses, inter- 
with humorous dialogues. One of the most 
ha aoa ng Cantatas ever written, Can qnickly 
and cheaply gotten up. It will afford a de- 
ferttal cutertaiomisn Sent on gga f 25c. 


Christmas Service No.9. p.o 











a 

4 pores § rand il entirely new Ser Ly etd rs) A at pad 
an n, 

tions ate sdieioaiie 3 ane wee eae ee ps have ohh’ 4 


written for the 
Price, $4: 00 | per i 1003 6B a each by mail. 


—Contains beautiful 
Christmas Annual No. 17. Sefeie ler Iecorive 
authors, Ae <= aoe supply of Songs for any 

Chr est 
Price, $3.00 per 100; 4 cts. each by mail. 


J A full catalogue sent on request. 
BIGLOW & MAIN, 76 E. Ninth St., New York. 
Chicago House: 81 Randolph St. 
EMMA PITT’S PUBLICATIONS. 


UNEXCELLED ete 


Duets and 











_N E Ww Musto io for cokes tend —_ Hi ~ 
- — s—etecmmmmmzmcas| ** Seine Srorh of of ot pe Sm, 
00 per 16 16 pp. nses 
arid Carel ee with Ban 


tal by srmeges nm Koel oR 
XMA si ae rhs 8u oe 
oft "ES TLE Em. 
xan seater | ANxwan, 
No 5c. . $4.00 


8 ag 
selection. 
M 


r 100. ly 
Send fe "(stamaps) for 
MUSIC. | sia 


Add: 
PITT. “Publisher, 





205 N. Carey St., Baltimore, Md. 
(Cut this out, it will not appear again.) 


MUSIC CIVEN AWAY 


To introduce “WOODWARD’S MUSICAL 
os ONTHLY ” and our new winter catalogue of 
eet music itt évery family having a lw neg PEAS 





pita on per Rl ae 20 cents, send samples wi 
ieces of our hb gg 4 
ment. 


ert and jestrum mt foil size 
ani Feesint tees FANS aus | = 


paler 











WILLIS WOODWARD & CO., Publishers, | ct 
642 & 844 Broadway, New York. 


MAS TIME. 
Service No.5. The Desire of All 


N ations. A Stas. iy Con = 


Vv. ° 
Lorenz. New and varied m 
ment of the school. Or eet A art 


nal arran aon = 
sponses and recitations. ree 12m, 1 
unusually low: Postpaid, ig fperdoren, 
eents; per hundred, ; per hundred, exp: 
charges unpaid, 
CHRISTMAS CHEER. BE Pesca Witheekiss 


and brtibant solos, re, 9 quartettes, and choruses, for 
choi to School, and Re mary department, Prices same 
as“ Desire of All Nations” 


CHRISTMAS SELECTIONS. tiie" Rechtations, 


= Exercises for Home, Gc Somonl and Sunday-school. 
ages, 1émo. prey id, 1 
& DRUMMOND 





wFasge in ity A. talneg of WARD & DRUMACG and 


others, or 0 


w. 3. SHUEY, Publisher, 
Dayton, Ohio. 


Christmas Concert Exercise, 
THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL 


By M. C. HAZARD, 
WITH 


ORICINAL MUSIC 


by J, W. TUFTS. Price, 5 cents, 
Published by the 


Con ational Sunday-schoo! and mn blishing Society, 
as Boston and Chicago ee 








ror Thanksgiving, fr 
the Merry Days of December, o: 
for Any Festival Occasion. 


THE ROYAL SINGER (for Singing tees 
contains many bright Choruses, secular 
60 cents; $6.00 per dozen. 

ANTHEMS OF PRAISE, a new collection, is 
Sted wie brilliant Anthems and Choruses, $1.00; 
$9.00 per dozen. 

SONG GREETING (for High Schools 
attractive 4 part Monee. very effective for } dabibe singe 
ing. 60 cents; $6.00 per doze: 

SONGS OF PROMISE ved Sunday-schools 
vide liberally for festive ALA. n banday-scbool 
or social life. 35 cents ; $3.60 per di A, 

KING WINTER 7 cents; $3.00 per dozen), by 
L, O. Emerson, and 

CAUGHT NAPPING (30 cents; dogen), 
by Leo Lewis, are the stokes kind temas Co rhatan. : 
and quite new; and the 

BIRTHDAY OF OUR LORD (12 oat Da 
bel, is a new and well-arranged Christmas Service, , 

Buy these books in time for thorough practice! 
Among Ditson’s Octavo Musie (about 3,000 differ- 
ent pieces, costin bay 5 to 10 er pe per copy} there 

very many beaut ls, and the sel 

of the most 
price au, ‘ 


em panes & great 
sic in world. deal ‘or lists. 
any book, and receive it by mail. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


Gy Hi DITSON RG 00,803 Bioadway, New York \ 


1886, Christmas. Music! 1886, 


THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL. 


A new, brilliant service by Feveiieh,. Exide. 8 ots 5 cents; 
$4.00 per nmnared ey erg goctpa, © cents + ob 
cents per dozen ; 00 per hundr 


HULL'S CHRISTMAS ANNUAL 


Price, 5 cents ; $2.00 per hundred, mail 
bce nts each ; 36 Contd per dozen; Gate par ¥ 
Also Back Numbers, Address, 


ASA 2: 150 Nassat Street, New York, N.Y. 
KH Now Chrisimas Sowice, 


GR: Guiding Siar 


BY MRS. T. E. nag O 
#H ppropriae Seripjure Readings, 
ecijajions and (‘arols, with 
usic—all beaujifiully combined 

jo. illusjzaje a grand jhoughj. 
PRICE, 6 CTS. EACH, BY MAIL; $4.00 PER 106. 














1006, Christmas Carols, 1006, 


nh unprecedented success! 900 copies atveeay 
ered. Have your ames duppties at once. 
ple copy,5e. $4 per hundred. 
THE cHUBCE AND 8. 5. MUSIC PUB. CO., 
0 Sansom Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


CH RISTMAS 





Riso, Jilow Ready, 


Hood's (farols. 


This year of unusual excellence, 
Please do nop fail to examine, 





6 beautiful carols froin “ Gates Ajar.” Single copies, 5c. 
$2.00 per 100. J.H.Kurzenknabe eSons,Hagrisburg,Pa, | 





CHRISTMAS CARDS FREE. 


10 beauties, ali different, free to all who send 18¢, for | 
our beautiful sagen of Cards for agents, Premiums | 
for Ps Address 

LLEY CARD Co., Meriden, Con Conn. 








THE 

198 Tow ae E VA. ie ame, 
Naek ys ee pecimen es free. 

92 page With EY Publisher, Tole. o, ©. 





“GATES AJAR” GBs alate matsatrou 
the ‘bape press, 








PRICE, 5 CTS. EACH, BY MAIL; $4.00 PER 100. 


1018 ArcH STREET, 
doke of Hood, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 











Rervice, $3.00 per 100. 4- pao lens aflets, $1.00 per 100, Sam- 
pen Or free to any &. S. officer, . H. FRANCIS, Boston, 


~ Welcome Songs for Sunday-schdals, 


Words and music, costs but fo. .00 per 100 cépies. 








nisters, S. ’ts, Chortesars, 
ofS Berga ugar nungred: | bers 


seotiees cor collection for any school, a ents en —— 
it, REVELL, Publianer 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIM TIMES | is published weekly 
at the following rates, wh postage: 

ONE COPY, $2.00 a year. he same price per copy 
for any number of ames less than five. Toa new sab 


scriber, half price ($1.00), 
ent MINISTERS, Missionaries, and babeag ess pon byt 

price (58 

CLUB RATES. 


oe $L.@ayear. To new 
eenta, 

‘When the teachers of a school unite te subscribtng 
for a number of copies, they can hays the paper ai the 
following low rates: 

FIVE TO NINE COPIES, one year, $1.50 each for old 
subacribers, and half price 75 cents) for new, The 
totel number of beth old new te be net 
less than five, 





TEN TO NINETEEN COPIES, — oar, Gi. each for 
oid subscribers, and half mts} for n 4 new, The 
total number of both La be net 


less than ten, 


TWENTY OR MORE COPIES, one year, $1.00 each for 
cid subscribers, and A rice “< cents) for new. The 
total number of bo old and ow together te be net 
less than twenty. 

If a school has had a club at one of the higher rates, 
and wishes, upon renewing, to form a larger eue at a 
lower rate, it ls of course free to do 80. 

FOR SMALL SCHOOLS, By an equitable plan, the 
smaller schools, which ¢annot well form large clubs, 
have the benefit of the very lowest club rate. It pro- 
vides that when the entire force of teachers in any 
school is roy .men nan breaty the club rate to such school 
shall be each for old subscribers, and balf price 
(50 —- oad new, on eaeditien that the order for the 
Ber of co accoinpanied by a statement that the num- 

no aber 0 P ered in "the -— is not less than the 

s in ool, This does not 
“it teacher oust ectually be a subscriber, 
butt that the number of coples ordered — —e be 
less than the full of t who 
are not teachers may be asked to join the: club, | in or- 
= to secure the required number. Any number of 
in excess of the required number, may be sub- 
scribed for at the same rate. Tbtachers ing to the 
same household may be counted as ONE tn wuch 
@ stat t of the ber of trachers in a For 
example; If there are seven teachers ay a school, two 
of whom belong to one household, and three to an- 
other, the club s subscription need not be for more than 
four copies, in r to secure the low rate, 

WHO ARE “ NEW”’ CUSSCRIBERS? a a new sub- 

pay is meant one who has = @ paper at 
time Goring the past two 
shifting of a subscription co frame one member of 
—— te another In order to get the reduction 
to new snbscribers is not allowable, although 
bw additional ber tions A by Fg other members 
the household will be taken at the half rate. 

FREE COPIES TO CLUB ORGANIZERS. Any person 
forming a club of either gat it is made up 
= of old subscribers, or of old and new ther, 
ly of new subscribers at the half vate) is en- 
titled toan additional copy free, excepting in the case 

club for less than ten' copies formed on the 

School” yen (given above). ‘when very large 

elubs are fo pact, he \ wody pened shall be entitled to one 

additional co r every twenty subscribed for. 

oe ffoW CLUB PAPERS ARE MAILED, | ‘The papers for 
ub will be sent either to the reytys | 

kage to one Tress, acco 

a The pa 











where a portion of the teachers of ® school get their 
matte : Soe om a ce, and others in ahe 
game = another, . the papers will 


it acco: ly. 
Different schoo 8 are not to write In the forming ofa 
elub, but each school should ve its own club, at 
ice the number of copies kee entitles it, 
@ school should be 


the name of th mentioned in 
tions made at time to a club—such 
nal ptions to exp at the same time 


subscri, 
‘ ‘with the clnb as originally crdared each subscriber 
ig pre raia for the time that o is to receive the 


bscrihers asking to have the direction of a popes 
should be careful to name not only the pos 
which they a itsent, but also 
which it Yas been sent... All addresses should, 
both county a: and state’ Trig y wee 
If a club subscription ts renewed by some other = 
gon than the one who sent the previons subscriptio 


e the publisher by stating that 
fortukes the place of the one 


rae 





1 THEE HALFRA RATE! PLAN has been adopted because of 
the belief that no more judicious advertising vais 
could be made than that for securing a fair trial of the 

A new pw aneeeee 38 is entitled to the half rate 


Pape oes Gil eat'te cent to an subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless 4-4 specia request. The | “ 
pers fora club will in Arn discontinued at 

p= me ay or the nibecrh Renewals shou ia 
re be made 


Enoagh copies rt any one jasue of the 
able all the teachers Any school to cqgnmaieetn wiles be 
sent free, upon application. 


GREAT BRITAIN, 


ome Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster Row, 
London, E. C., will receive yearly or half-yearly sub- 
garcons for The Sunday School Times Le paper to 
sent, aid, direct from Philadelphia to the sab- 

pt at the following rates :— 


From 1 to4 copies, 
“ 65tod . 


a, each. 
8s.6a “ 
73.6d, “ 

When a number of copies are thus taken, the papers 
wees either on eahy $0 the individual addresses, > 
ferred by the Seoecrioen. os «inal 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 

P. O. Box 1550. 


Send 10 


10 copies and upwards, 








Send ten 2c, stamps for box “ Putz- 
Pomade” a, pid, chen brass, and 
ae metals. Finest metal burnish ba 
% STAMPS 42 uced. Does what nothing else 
. roduces in a few seconds thes 
Fon ustre found only on new, highl 
ished goods. Fine enough for the finest 
gold and cheap enough to use on tin 
PUTZ- ware, Also catalogue of improved 
household ante les free, 
POMADE a . €. SEVERANCE, 
021 Market Strest, Phila., Pa. 


wo0 Dees TILES, GRATES 

TILE FLOORS, BRASS GOODS 

Best Work. Lowest Prices 

CHAS. L. - PAGE, Chicago, lil. 
oe 

Sos nowt -¥ 
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An excellent article for home and laund 
is James PYLE’s PEARLINE. Its power for 








=== |AMESPYL 


From the N. Y. Evening Telegram. 


is acknowle dged by housewives and employees 





= PE 





dries. 


dlean- 





ES. 
NE 


ot only is it good for washing 
dthes, but it has been proven a first-class thing 
for washing dishes, furniture, and woodwork. 
Every house should be supplied with PaaRiorm. 


ARLI 
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STEEL WIRE FENCE 






os $$ 
Metetetete 


tra strom Does Dercorayin crane 
J stron wes ower out ‘barbs. 1 


i reseed turn d 
= Jy A p Band as horses an ars 8. The best 
renee oF Gard 8 Ranges an da Rail- 
Very y nest pretty dy for Lawns, = 
BchosL-Jota ae Cemete : red with ruse. 
e 0 


made 

PacreaPy Tt wir last a life- 

boards C4 arbed wire in every respect. Th 
pen phat ates made of wrought-iron pipe and 
stee! wire, lefy alt eeabhice in lightness, neat- 
ness, oe and durab llity. Wemake the best, 
t working all-iron automatia 
spifeopening gate, andthe nentest cheap 
ron fences now made. The best Wire 
Btretchers, Catting Pliersand Boat J ugors. 
wor pcre and poctispere Ss ask Hardware Dealara, 


nuse. It 
Dont 
ny 


ralvanised wire, as pre- 
me. Itis better ¢ an 
6 





mentioning paper. 
SEDGWICK BROS Richmond, Ind. 
300 Market Sis Philnddlphia, Pa. 


W.H. HARRISON& BRO 





earths, Facings, £0, for Catalogue 
_ 1435 CHESTNUT ST., Philadelphia 





HORN’S 
eRolers: EST 


Do Your Hands Chap? 


COBB'S COMPLEXION SO. Ae proventnchan. 
ees the skin soft as velvet e choicest 
‘oflet Soap extant. Absolutely pure. For saie by 
druggists. Trial sample mai'ed for6e. postage. A. 
H. CORR, 3 3 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass, 


“BARLOW'S INDIGO BLUE. 


Its merits as a WASH BLUE have been fully tested 
and indorsed by ee of housekeepers.” Your 
Grocer ore BE to have op aale. him for it. 
D. _S. wi LTBERGER, "Prop., 2 283 N. od at, Phila., Pa. 


OILET. SOAPS. 
| _ARE TI TEE. SESE AUS ee ev rerieme 
“WELL DONE OUTLIVES DEA 


Even ~ = memory will Or. if you ‘Oo 


THE. aria i0u WASHER tise 


Every one is wpergniet for five years. Cirenlars | — 
ADAMS & €oe., Erie, Pa. 


Ag@™ PRICE-LIST FREE. 


DYEING opener 


@ W. léth Street, New York; 
17 Temple Place, Boston. 


‘\TATEN EN ISLAND Fancy Dyeing Estab- 


ARTS 








CS Mshment. Barrett, NErPuEews, & Co., 5 &7 
John 8t., N. Y. 347 N. 8th Bt., Phila. ; 43 N. Canelon Bt. 
Balt, Dresse claaned Rend 


dyed without 1 ripping. 
for circular and price-list. Mention this — 





and Bheep and Lambs 


Deg: 
for Catalegee 


Oxford Dews 
— Colley —— 
‘aney Poultry. fen 
cape hat ouneune 2CO.Phia Pa 








Hes. TO MAKE POULTRY } PaY. How to 
make a 4 oy incubator. et ny sare Poul- 
work, Send for free sample co POUL- 
KEEPER, Parkesburg, Pa. Only 


TRY DREERS ~~ 


YEE ‘< year, 








== — 


THE VE 
Church ‘ight, 


OIL, GAS or ELECTRIC. 
Over one hundred styles 
Wheeler Reflectors and oe 


we Catalogue 










rag conceivable 
 ~— lease state wants. 


Entertainment 


-~= BADGES = 
IN GOLD AND SILVER ON RIBBON. 
C. W. FINDLEY & CO., 216 N. 3rd St,, Phila. 


CHURCH AND PARLOR FURNITURE 


BAXTER C. SWAN, 244 8. 2d St, Philadelphia. 
Furniture, Stained 


CHURCH erreurs; "hae. Laie, 
Glass, MetalWork, J&R. 

Fonts,Embroidery.$.5-Banners | 69 Carmine St.,N. Y. 

Send for circulars. 

Stained Giass. EISSLER. 


CHURCH sites Sine: utsever 


Sunday-school Banners, $1.50 to $10. 


Silk or merino. Send for iNustrated price-! ce-list. C. A. 
HART & CO.,, 133 N. 3d Street, Philadelphia, 


























Fuornitare. 








Ask Lage F Runday-scheel T supply he house for 


BIBLE LES. “LESSON | ere 














i 





uals 
mY, 





pe gt hint SN ay an son 
MOALLISTER, ¢ Optician, 40 Nassau St.,N. Y- 
mBARG ad 3 MAG Tiel <TRIC G tan 


SELECTRIC 
td ‘i MARCY, 1604 Chestnut "Stes OPuilnda: 


So: MADE EASY. 
BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 


Bells of Pare Copper and Tin for Churches, 
Schools, Fire Alarms,Farms, etc. FULLY 
WARRANTED. Catalogue sent Free. 


VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, O. 


McShane Bell Foundry 


Finest Crade of Bells, 
Cums axp Peas for CHURCHES. 
Send for Price and Catalogue. A 

H. McSHANE co., 
Mention this paper. 





















Baltimore, Md. 
AILEY’S GfanteSprend- 

i iver-Plat 

a. 

REFLECTORS! mbes for 


tale, oc 





&c. Handsome 
designs. 
Cata- 
Broce price list free. 
BAILEY REFLECTOR CO., 
3 Wood St.,Pittsburgh,Pa 


ve DWELLING 


FINISHED ww BRONZE AND POL- 
ISHED BRASS. COLORS TO 
MATCH FURNITURE. MADE 
TO EXTEND TO TABLE WHEN 
wouse. Perfectly Safe. 
SEND FOR DESIGNS, FREE. 


A. J. WEIDENER, 
36 S. Second St. Phila. 


_ GHEAT 
CHURCH 











Established 1657. 








A BEAUTIFUL gas BOOK 


IN PROSE AND POETRY. BY 400 BEST AUTHORS. 





Edited by 


THEO. L. D.D., and others, 
It contains Bp tay Fs inet pecs and utterarices of ‘tte 
minds u: upon three dearest 


best names to mortals 
ven. 
“ Fw valunhio for its rich selections.”—J. H. Vincent, 


wm n lustrated, 454 quarto pages. Cloth, $2.75. 
sm in oy tonite Lan, a moreses, In 8 bbss bom 


B Bil TREAT, "Publisher, i, TIL ‘Broadway, ‘New Yur, 


4| | START MEN 


OF SMALL MESS yoro in the Woy! trative business 


t great discover of OF OGRA a ry fe ‘Gotat ne 
film wy ir War Call tlodion, the dative material is now prepared 
hoto. Factories, and SOLD READY FOR USE, simi'ir 
to Cartridges on oor a Gun; Enabling Men or Women with 
no experience, to produce superior Photos to wtat form- 
vs required long years of difficult practice ; costi lexs thin 
ts. for one dozen large photos. faoag tg et for to $6. 


in 
er at pay ng MF, mg, be novel surprise ofa 
man with complete apparatus, appearing at the door ready to 
photo. anything, Persons, Groups, Buildings, or Animais, 
Blend profitahle orders m nine out of ten homes; Afturds 

o —_ pays / PO Te encek 1 Profit. 

ti SE ARNES’ T applicants (one copy 
, 8 le Photos. 1@ cents. FRANKLIN GTN AS 
ek Dealer i 0 Photo. Apparatus, 483, 485 Canal &t.N.¥, St. N.Y, 


BOOK AGENTS WANTED for. for: 


PLATFORM ECHOES 


or LIVING TRUTHS FOR HEAD AND HEART, 


By John B. crt 
gat humor and. paines. Baht pe pure, es oS good od ful of of 
Be tee 000 A nag 5 
Bore, 7 tenth’ made. 
“1%. D. WORTHINGTON & 
8] LOR 
be best Hotels, 'T' 
MATIC STEAM COO. 
pall ee ] ie for 
use, - whole 
Br Sisb to $5000. 


itoeny partof qguntey, 

Lecture “ What to Zai and H fo Eat i" sent free ob 
re to low 

plication, WILMOT CASTLE @ GO., RCCHESTER, 


NOVELTY Buc 











©6, Hartford, Coun. — 





of 

orTreo- 

makes 

amily 
cooked in 


of spoiling. 
pre- 








RUC MACHIN E. 
face 34 Re. 2 a. 1581.) For making 
. Mittens, etc. 
Bent by ar full directions, Ae 
GENTS WANTED. Manu 
Srers Stamped Rug Patterns on 
Burlap. Bewareof infrin peers 
@end for circular. E. & ©0., Tol 
AGENTS WANTED TO SELL THE NEW BOOK 


BY BEN PERLEY POORE. 


1 ents report rapid sales. 
en on nnos. Publishers,Phila., Pa. 
in your owa 


$4 to $5 tee emeeSzt ceiling 
fam- 
































4 ereor wibit ices sthem. Sam and Agents prices 7 mail, 
SEEDS scons io myameas | "chemi: | $10 SSS eh RwaWa oe Paiuae at | Me late'nampe W aie bose vanndtny 
FRAMES es Vee e | Church Lampe, Seige fal Tat | IT Pave ke PoP sors, Ss | AGENTS pummer ono kain. St 























THE SUNDAY 


SCHOOL TIMES. 


Ge 














ENGLISH PLUM PUDDING 


Better than home-made, More convenient and vei" 
economical. A Rich Dessert that is always 


ALITY OF EVERY CAN 1S GUARANTEED. 
past inside the can, No acid ever used in sol 
4 £ Sour grocer don’t keep it, write touy 


WILBUR'S 


COSneTA 


The Finest Powdered Chocolate for family use. 





———— 





er no boiling. Invaiuable for Dyspeptics 
aA Children. Buy of your dealer or send YO stamps 
Tor trial cun, Sl. o.W BUR & SONG, Philadelphia, 


CoP Rules ® 


TO, be. er. Now s you 
to get “Colles 4 one ¢ abrated 





Boware of 


None Genuine without Paris Medal on Bottle. 


» 


imitations. 





MANU FACTURERS OF THE 


ARMY AND NAVY BLACKING. 








ie s 
oe: 
fat 


hine 
ister Bie 3 >t, Foor 
Castor, = 


— Bor Braiien f sae 
and 33 Vesey ae New York 











DURKEE Ss 


re 


SALAD DRESSING 


“WITHOUT A RIV 


BEWARE OF ALL IMITATIONS, 
FLAVOR YOUR 


TMAS 


LL & CO.'S 
14 Mass.) 


“t you cannot bny of ror 
aarketman, send 2 ce . nt stamp for 
vw. 3 pound turkey, 





/4 wih, G. B 
(Boston, 





GENUINE SELECTED 
SPICES. 








TEA CLUBS WGIVE Away DINNER, TEa, 
AND TOLLET SETS, WATCHES 

& to those fruins clubs for the sale Of our Teas 
et Es a for Club k. GREAT CHINA 
TEA PANS Y; 210 State Street, Boston. 


BAKER’S BREAKFAST COCOA. 
i HALE & KILBURN’ S Foubixe BEDS 


Pre-vminent the world over. Greatest 
Varlety.hebes t Designs, BEST Adjusted. 
Most Shaple, Neat. Cheap. Loxarious “ 
Also EXTENSIVE MAKERS of the 


FINEST FURNITURE AND UPHOLSTERY. 


























PERV orn ono 
DESK WASHST. 
No Pump. No Sion Air-tight Joint. 
Gas. No Toilet Set.| Best ever made, 





PHILA." and No. roatway Mi, Y 


‘alerne. avd sinte mention 


nee oe 
oe fee 


far Oni paper. 








For infants ond invalids, the only 


per! substitute 
for mothers” milk. The most nourishin 


aot inva- 
lidsand nursing mothers. Keepsimallclimates. Com- | 
mended by »hysicians. Sold everywhere. Send for 
ourbook, “The Care and Feeding of Infants.” Sent free. 


DOLIBER GOODALE & CO., Boston, mast. 





Pew yan | on RUPTURE 
ta a 


“*WOOD'S ‘7 | 











React es eis 
children, Chas anion tingeomn perme S.contepostagefor catalogue 


ABOUT THE HEALTH BRAIDED 
WIRE BUSTLES, 
Made only by the 
WESTON & WELLS M’F'C CO., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Dealers who keep the following 
Styles of Bustles are sure to suit every cus- 
tomer, because they are made to 
conform to all prevailing styles andtastes in 
dress. They are the lightest, 
strongest and most pliable bustles made. 
They yieldtothe slightest pressure, 
yet immediately return to their proper shape 
after the severest usage, and they 
properly sustain the heaviest drapery, so that 
the wearers are never mortified by 
their being crushed or bent into ridiculous 
shapes, means a deal to sensi- 
tive ladies who desire to be able to rise, in a 
car or at church, without that furtive attempt 
at “re-arrangement,” which is so often dis- 










wre 


THE LADY WASHINGTON. 

This Bustle is made of plated 
steel wire of fine quality, braided inte a tor- 
sion spring, which gives it great 


strength and elasticity. It can be 80 arranged 
by the wearer, that the drapery will hang in 
ow or wide folds, or high in the back. 





THE HEALTH qe’ WIRE 
@ BUSTLE, 


Thisisthe “old reliable.” Itisper- 
fect fitting; light and durable, made of blue 


tempered watch-s 


spring steel, ae 
also of fine steel wire 


ed, Its popularit 


is shown by its larre sale during the ne | 





.|money, 50 cents, 


year, being more than twenty times that of 
any other bustle in the market. Price, 
75 cents, The same Bustle is made 
with two rolls (No. 2), a little smaller, and 
lower in price, 65 cents.4 


Aug. 2 
THE ag hh BRAIDED WIRE 
0. A. 
This is an elegant Bustle, made 
in one braid. It is of good medium size, and 
the best that can be made for the 


It is reversible, making 
a citerent yte; narrower, by simply turning 








_ ‘THE CINDERELLA BUSTLE, 
This is something very nice 


| for little misses, or for ladies who do not want 


the extreme of fashion, and yet like 
to dress somewhere near as others do. It is 
a very nice little bustle, just little enough—not 
too little—made of white wire; very durable, 
and sells everywhere, at 25 cents. 
Thereare other special styles, but 
these are the leading ones, They are re- 
modelled frequently from the best 
Shapes adopted in the fashionable world, and 
‘ladies wearing them can be sure 
that while preserving health they are wearing 
the latest and most tasteful styles. 
Eyes lists sent to the trade on application. 
ssent on receipt of retail price if you 


ae ant not find them where iz trade. 


The WESTON Fay WELLS M’F’OCO. 
1017 ChestnutSt., Philada., Pa. 
We also manufacture at 
64 Church St., Shoreditch, London, Enge, 








and (2 Rue L’Ecr‘suier, Paris, Frances 


COMFORT CORSET 


NO BONES TO BREAK, 
LATEST STYLE. 

Ladies who have not been 
fitted with this Corset do not 
realiz@ the advantages it has 
over any other Corset. 

There are other Corsets 
without bones, but none soe 
shaped as to fit the form 
like the Comrort Corset. 

It has a variety of shoul- 
der sizes for each waist size, 
so as to meet the require- 
ments of a tapering waist, as 
well as of a straight forme 

The principle of following 
the form from a given waist- 

measure is peculiar to this 
Corset, and is one of the 
things SECURED BY PATENT. 
No ether Corset has more 
ow” than one size at the top for 
4 | Be)! anyone waist size, conse- 
quently the variety of forms cannot be so well fitted 
with any other Corset. 

It has all the style and taste of any French Cor- 
set, and yet combines ease and Comfort with ele- 
gance and shape. 

The same principle applies to our 
MISSES’ COMFORT CORSETS 
and CHILDS? WAISTS. 


Manufactured and for sale yo a COM. 
FORT CORSET CO., Boston, Mass. 


az” Send for Descriptive Circular 


showing prices and styles, with directions for meas- 
wemes. Name this paper. Also for sale by lead- 
ing Dry Goods Houses throughout the coumixy. 
8 WANTED 













CONGRESS, BUTTON, AND LACE. All 
Styles of Toe. Best Shoe for the money in the 
world, and equals those usually sold for $5 or 


$2 SHOE FOR BOYS. ; 
Same style as the $3 shoe. Carefully and substan- 
tially made, and gives @ stylish Boy's Shoe for §2. Jf 
our dealer does not keep them, send measuremefi 
in ty as below, enclosing price, with sy a 
them registe tered. 


No charg 
Ankle o 
Heel... is 


Length of foot......... 
Con., Button or Lace 
Style Of TOC... 

arrow (ca Capes ped), London 
(medium width, with cap) 
or French (wide, wi thout 
cap). (Name sty \ Men. 
sure foot with stocking 
tithe & tape measure or a thin strip of paper. bein. 
careful to put in fraction of inch. State whether y: 
want them tight or easy, and give size usually worn. 
By following directions care fully, you — get a fit 
equal to a Cus" aoe BHOR, and at one ha Be 
eaveful to « g-—direct Lom See that 
Shoe, War- 

None others are genuine. Address 

W. L. DOUGLAS, Brockton, Mass. 


PATENT ANTI-SLIPPING RUBBERS! 
A CREEPER AND RUBBER COMBINED. 





, tagilin, 
each shoe is Seaanped “W. L. Dongias 
ranted,” 








Pp 
y 
cau joakaae. Ras le, nsible, P . 
fen's 8, $1.25; Wom Oe when . 
en By Woeenen ide. otKne ap piso ied. 
TILLINGHAST, res, 


RB mt ‘14 South Second Street, lindelphia. Pe. 


NO MORE eee DERS! 








ness; simple; unlike? 
all ot All sizer 
for MeR, We Bo; 
‘onl i hnable i girke, Cheon Brace 
an q 
arent or sent 


Eee ien os Nae 
SHIRT SS MATL 


tting White Dress Shirt for 
preter At ed 4 eta, laundried, 
. Bend size of collns worn (18 toi 


‘Cstelogue, free THE D ~ 
oe 147---149 N. eth &t., Philed's F 





1 JOUNSOR, Propristes 




















~~ GRP ASREINDER FOR Ucn sarc. 


2 
iF YOU SEND TEN CENTS In 


MONEY OR POSTAGE STAMPS 


AGES SHOWING “Wrat To # 
MAKE WiTH ECREKA Six.” 





thet Ras 02 Gb bbiowe taqothar with thd ochstndind 
EUREKA KNITTING SILK, FILOSENE and 
WASH ETCHING SILE sold by all first-class dealers 





a b in x - 
sUURO Ute LAIR, coo u 
AL Cc c& h! The following books 

ents ac are published in neat 
pamphbiet form, nearly all of them handsome)y illustrated, and 
pt inted from clear, readable type, on gc paper: Decorative 


| Painting, a comprehensive munua! of self-instraction in this 
| pry yb end useful art, by Lida and M. J. Clarkson, authors 
| * Brush Studies iGuide eto Noedle work, Kuitting and 
j Grouhah, containing designs and dir ons for ali kin 

| fancy needlework, artintic embroidery, ‘toon work, kaitt AY 


(atti ug, crochet, and net wo rk; Ladies’ Faney’ Werk, « 
ew book, containing directions for making many besuti! ful 
thing ra for the adornment of bome; Manual of Florteultare, 
containing much information as to the best method of prope- 
gating and treating all the different plants, the cure of Gisecse 
and eradication of insect pests, etc.; iow tof + 
tifal, @ treatise on the teeth, hands, hair, bra: 
complexion; The Common Sense Cook Beak, @ thor 
oughly practical ork—every receipt first-ciass; Hew to Bo 
Your Own Dotter, containing simple yet ‘reliable + 
remedies for all common ailments; Hinta and H Selpe f 
the Honschold, « larce collection of uscfal co, © 
hints aad —— } will send any Tw, 
UY ne 


=a ats .. Sen co 
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X-MAS 


OYS’ AND ‘Ts 8 
CABINETS. QB cess, 


Yonng people are born naturalists, 
quiries are in regard to the attractive ‘aloo of nature 
around them ; and their fnture mental activity—or stu- 
pidity—depends largely upon the answers they receive. 
To aid in this, and to afford abundantent inment 
more pleasing than toys; far cheaper and more instruc- 
useme! 


tive than mere am nt, I offer for 85 cents, 
delivered free 








SelSellsim 
=e 


@ aid 
! 

eased 

Lf 


(@icialeleieisle 


@/alalais 


of vost to any home, my Juvenile Cabinet, size, 814x644 
inches, containing a set of 40 mineral specimens, The 
1 inerals consist of Gold, Ovet, Zinc, Copper, Tron 
a 8, Topaz, Amazon Stone, F ‘eldspar, marte ¢ Cu zits, 
Iceland and Satin Spars € ‘ornelian,gelent te, Varisot 
maeperte. en eorert © cedony, Petrified and ‘Sun 
cified Woods, and 21 others rare and desirable. 


th e@ 8 tained | in 
ioe aes fod tute to forty sections Gop fineueation}: A de. 


S 





> 























A de- 
scrips ve manual is sent Cabinet, giving the 
poy pa ag jes, and uses of the different minerals 

au 
Upon receipt of we will send you this 
handsome collec cents tio: postpaid, eame 
day order is ived, Address, " 


H.H.TAMMEN, Mineralogist, 314W. 16th St.,Denver,Col. 











organ. nope epulartty. unrivaled, Ele- 
want ears 0! 
Tilustrated etal sent free, 
ESTERY war he ATTLEBORO, VT. 
Rh this paper. 









it pay you to write to the 


en Warren 9-9 ten ate” 


re tear & HASTEN S, Boston, 
ae tae ation c of reunion 
Chnrch Committees to their 
ean Circulars, which are 
sent free on pplication. __ 








FIN INE ETCHING 
of JuLEs BRyeron’s 
ery Famous 


The First Communion, 
ust poody. Parchmeat, 


Proofs, M 
ther fine new aad 


Etchings, Engravings, 


of sll subjects for bridal 
and holiday gifts, home 
use, and decoration, and 
all ‘kinds of anniversa- 
ries. Painti , Mie 
5 rors. All the sere 
le including @ 




















“ Phrenology at the Fancy Ball.” 
ful and elegant picture frames, card and 
cabinet frames fn immense va: 


JAS. 8. EARLE & SONS, ™*,chenense 


t Street, 
Philadelphia. _ 








Skates cronn O9 thnits to $6.00 a pair. 
SCROLL SAWS. TOOL CHESTS. 
Tools of every kind. Lowest prices guaranteed, 
TALLMAN & NcFADDEN, 
1025 Market Street, PHILADELPHIA, 

Catalogues free. 





achiniste’ and ( ters, 
NINGHAM, & CO, Limited, 
Iphia, Pa. Send for catalogue 





CANDY BOX, 


Made of heavy cardboard, with 
elegant pictures, printed in 
seven colors, on all Moar) a sides, 
is an enti new and pretty 
gored 


ree sizes, \ f,and 1 HF seo 


olen 5. ae and 
as ‘by expreny "eh re 
ox. 
m peri postpaid or less =e 
pr 


doven, Sample’ of 0 en. Pet 
three si: men, Ibo. ™ 


Bm spy ~ 4 Moghs, Christ- 
ae See, 


Services in great + = cy 
vant e 

Prices, Be sure to send for 

Address, 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM, 
122 Messau St., New York. 


a. By 
a 








All of the lessons for the year are thus given. 


hanger, and takes its place back of the other leaves. 


with the title in raised silver letters, and a very pretty cabeaed design in the centre. 
i 


five by seven inches. 
this calendar. 


What would be more likely. fo promote a scholar’s knowledge of the lesson than the Scripture 
yes every day of the week. 
e following prices, either from booksellers, or by mail from the 
publisher; Single copy, 15 cents; five or more copies, 10 cents each. When fifty or more copies are 
express, the price will be eight cents each, the purchaser to pay = charges. 
are to be sent by mail, the price cannot be less than, ten cents each 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


itself, in attractive form, before his 
"The Calendar can be had at 4 


ered, to be sent 
When large quan 


Address, 
P. O. Box 1550. 


It is not an elaborate ane costly thing ; but if you want something, at moderate 
cost, which will not anly be pretty, but be useful all the year, you will hardly make a mistake in getting 





THE SUNDAY SOHOOL TIMES. 


A Gift for Your Scholars. 


ou are looking about for something to give to your scholars, as a pleasant little reminder of your 
patios n them, it may be that the new Sunday School Lesson 
quite different from any other calendar which you have ever scen. 
and u wre it is given the lesson for the following Sunday, printed in full, together with the golden text. 
The leaves are not Fer together in a pad, 
an ingenious wire device.. When a week has passed by 








Calendar is just what you want. It is 
It has a calendar leaf for each week, 


ut hang by 

the leaf for that week is turned upon the wire 
t hasa cardboard cover, of a delicate green color, 
The size is nearly 








$4.50 | 
TROUSERS 


leather. 





For Men and Young Men Specially, 


Both made specially for us. 

Looks exactly like the Scotch and Eng- 

lish broken checks ; 
The making and trimming are as good as the 

cloth, Money returned if not satisfactory. 
Send for samples. 


Will wear like 


variety of designs. 





WANAMAKER & BROWN, 


OAK HALL, 
South-east Corner Sixth and Market Streets, Philadelphia. 








wonton everythi 


dation a hae 





TESRTERS SURE es 


ind hair spr (the mi 
pont ho ‘damnpaess 


















t Dust-p f movemen 

ae no other maker does or dare claim 

We re tee @ only Factory 
RUBY JEWELS in every 
are made of th e best material, and are 
keepers, under our own guarantee. 









school Record. It will ineet every reason- 
several entirely new fe atures, and 


at such cost and size that all'schools, large and small, 
rich and r, may have a first-class peak. 
No, 1. ify « classes, 1,009 scholars... me 4 
No. 2 Thisey classes, 500 scholars... 
No. 2. Same as No. l with class attendance ‘yott sak * 
Address PHILLIPS & HUN'T, Publishers, 
805 Broadway, New York. 


able want, having 


Bushnell’s i's Portable le Letter Copying Book | 


Is a Copying Book and Press combined. It makes per- 

fect copies with J nat t ink. Price, $1 by mail, post- 

paid. Agents wanted in ever: sown. fend for descr 
ive circular. BUSHN "Giael Agent, Ii 

&. 4th Street, Philadelphia. 


SERMON PAPER. 








SAMPLES and — iled ou application. 
sous Cc, HESS, 8S oner es ald 
420 are eee Street, Philadclphi 
in the United States,-- the 


a ne mills to the x apne 


Lago nvelopes, with ae and 
pume ahewte to toa yyeo~ sent on ‘Street, Bo Sets. 
CARTER & KARRICK, K, 3 Beacon Street, on. 


- MATTHEWS, STATIONER, 


1529 Chestnut Street. bp alates. Plate arié 50 Visit- 
ing G Cards, $1.00 edding vitations, Paper and 
velopes, Samples es and prices on application. 





(HE business man or lawyer who receives fram |: 


a lady a openaton copy of 
“Ee. EZ. Tey” 


will wonder how she came to know what he has so 
long felt. the want of In his office, and been unable to 
obtain for love or money. Send postal to 

SAMUEL J. KELSO, Detroit, Michigan. 











UR name and town in 
1éc. Stamps taken. L. M. 


es: on 6 js for 


ARTEA u's Jencmmamiemeniil Sunday- 


KEYSTONE WATCHES F 


THE BEST: 
Time Siceving 


ae. im 


hard Cine 


dirt, and 
a Seen d Regulator bas absointely no f 
pata WIND is the strongest and sim- 
~~ an 


our watches aré #0 
thai finished ped that we use ee a a titer mer sprii chy 0 other pang ed 


all wastes ons caused by dirt or dampness; an advantage NS 


using ONLY GENUINE 
e, and all our Watches 
accurate time 











926 Chestnut Street, 


ATKINSON BROS., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Genera! Agents for the Keystone Standard Watch Co. 


-— Ask your Jeweler for them. Saas sent anywhere on nae ofsatisfactory reference. 








STEEL 
PENS. 








ioe Nos.: 048, ef sd Bree $33, 161, 
#or Sale by all tioners. 

THE ESTERBROOK Posmny PEN CO, 

Workm Camden, N. J. 26John St., New York. 






STEEL PENS 


Ry ALL DEALERS Taroucnour tue WORLD 
tt ees baa SETS 





rs ide quality of Sra- 

their co: ndence 

Mieke aie Ls CRAN LA- 

LAD n@ ENVE to 

match (the ola; aa 4 ie line). These Ss 

are presented in Sim — Extra Su ne 
Srendu, the latter be bein aased in rity, 

Tone.and Reau tifa fon Soft mish by even th ne 

finest foreign Sdanctan. Sold by all station 4 

av. VA LBIET or TINTS Pr SURFAC 


~~ {LLUSTRATED LECTURES ON THE 
ANCIENT ECYPTIANS, 


As follows : » Tee on_the Nile in the Time of 
Moses. 


haraohs: how they ae 
lived, and governed, *, The Worki. 000 years 
ago. 4. Egyptian : ‘The Pyrami “Obelink® and 
emples, how ants wea built, yaad for what pu 2. 
5. The Reli; Renee of the Ancient Egyptians. 6 oe 
Hebrews it This lant 1 re }s des to ex- 
lain and Bn topics in the Seesrmed nal - 
day-school lessons for the first half of the year 
Terms ahle. for cironlars. 


LYSANDER DICKERMAN,. 
ELIOT SQUARE, BOSTON, MASS. 
aaa 


|e “Whiting’s Standard” Writing Paper. 





(December 4, 1886. 


James McCreery & Co, 


HAVE RECEIVED THEIR THIRD SHIP- 
MENT OF FINE CALIFORNIA BLANKETS, 
AND NOTWITHSTANDING THE ENOR- 
MOUS ADVANCE WILL CONTINUE 
THEIR SALE AT RECENT LOW PRICES, 
VIZ. : 

10-4 11-4 12-4 18-4 14-4 

$500 $600 8750 $850 8950 
ORDERS BY MAIL RECEIVE PROMPT 
AND CAREFUL ATTENTION. 


Broadway and Eleventh St, 


NEAT LToR=z. 


M % Pretest 8% 


Guaranteed First Mostes e Bon ty romt 
7to8 eens Pea pee gored meemnee, 
secured on Real somtved ie 
Se tuawered farms in M 
mee wer three mveres te ahx times he a 


Sa 
(0°lo INVESTMENT. 
THE MASSACHUSETTS REAL ESTATE C0, 


Has earned 1044 per cent. net upon its capital invested 
to the present time, and now owns about half a mil- 
lion dollars’ worth of first-class business real estate. I 

is under the management of such men “ cme ner 
Governor Ames, and Mayor Green of Fal r. Send 


























x BONA oN By geen Company for rospectun, to caeae 
ass 
$8,417,000. 
RPLUS, 
$2,096,000, 





BEST LIFE POLICY tn, soe carted 


ese ks 








DD investors, Sond for lars, ford 
Lh a oe ep tn og E &8ON, r 


olen MAPS FREE 


Prem 10 cents in stamps for a eee eS. Tm- 
with all new towns and railr 
soz 24x36 (as large as Cram’s or Colton’s), 


TROPICAL LAND CO., 


P. 0. Box 158, Jacksonville, Florida. 


2 Mention this paper. ss. 


~AGOLD WATCH FREE! 


Tf you know of any one who wants to buy a farm, 
and willsend us his address, we will send you a fine 
gold watch free,—provided he buys a farm from us. 


H. L. STAPLES & CO., Richmond, Va. 


CAREFULLY SELECTED LOANS. 


cloak m aaytoe’ 5 4 Phd wr Vint En 
CENT. For particulars, address CHARLES = 
BARNEY & CO... Bankers and Broke 
114 South Third Street, | PHILAD DELPHIA. 


INSURE YOUR PROPERTY IN THE 











INSURANCE COMPANY, OF HARTFORD, CONN. 


cena sek rae 

a cx hae St. (m jention paper). 
~* AMERICAN 

FIRE INSURANCE CO., 


_308 and 310 Walnat Street, Philade!phia. 


THE UNION TRUST CO., 


Gil and os hennn - eo Street. ~~ 

















A. KEAN & €@., Barkers, shicago, Il. a 
5 pal entbs aati tavtemiase® tieks ore 


W Ete Cc. E- SIMMONS, Land Com., C.& N. Ww. 
ky, Chicago, lll.,about Mina. and Dakota ° arms. 











Glin "2 ei 


TRIP 


SIGLER’S Grand Pullman Car Excursions, 
Personally conducted, Jeave Chicago, St. Louis, 


Kansas City, aha and other Western Fa )- 4 
monthly, for ornia over the C. B, & Q. and 

TE of the work. fer 

are address 

H.C. SIGLER, Manager, 236 


AUAHBRAH 
) Douthitt,53 W.2ad8t.,N. 











Street, CuicaGo. 
| Entertainments. J. F. 














The Sanday Geheci Time intends to sdmlé only advervoaments What are trunworthy__ Should. Se Ses LSS ON ms Ue aod ang Wo taney asa 











